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Counsel to the Elderly
Titus 2:1-3
Summary of Chapter 1
vv 1-4—Starting with who we are
vv 5-9—Counsel to Church Leaders
vv 10-16—Counsel in Sound Doctrine
Titus 1:5—For this reason I left you in Crete, that you would set in order what remains and appoint elders in every city as I directed you
As Paul transitions to Godly living in the context of the church, he gives specific instructions to different people groups. After addressing the Pastors/Elders, he starts with the elderly.  God would want us to grow in wisdom and Christlikeness.  
Proverbs 4:5-7—Acquire wisdom! Acquire understanding! Do not forget nor turn away from the words of my mouth. 6 “Do not forsake her, and she will guard you; Love her, and she will watch over you.
7 “The beginning of wisdom is: Acquire wisdom; And with all your acquiring, get understanding.
Job 12:12—Wisdom is with aged men, With long life is understanding
Psalm 71:18—And even when I am old and gray, O God, do not forsake me, Until I declare Your strength to this generation, Your power to all who are to come.
Psalm 90:12—So teach us to number our days, That we may present to You a heart of wisdom.
Proverbs 20:29—The glory of young men is their strength, And the honor of old men is their gray hair.
1 Timothy 5:1-2—Do not sharply rebuke an older man, but rather appeal to him as a father, to the younger men as brothers, 2 the older women as mothers, and the younger women as sisters, in all purity. 
Matthew 13:44-46—The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field, which a man found and hid again; and from joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls, 46 and upon finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.
Proverbs 23:23—Buy truth, and sell it not, get wisdom, and instruction, and understanding.
3 workings of a healthy church community 
I. A culture of speaking truth and sound doctrine
A. Note the stark contrast from the “defiled and unbelieving”
v. 1a—But as for you…
Titus 1:15b-16—… but to those who are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both their mind and their conscience are defiled. They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him, being detestable and disobedient and worthless for any good deed. 
Matthew 7:23—And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.’
2 Peter 1:10— Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble
B. Live a life of practical holiness
v. 1b—…speak the things which are fitting for sound doctrine
Titus 1:9-10—…holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, so that he will be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict.  For there are many rebellious men, empty talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision…
1 Peter 1:16—because it is written, “YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY.”
C. Discipleship and mentoring
2 Timothy 2:2—The things which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.
Luke 14:27—Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.
Luke 6:40—A pupil is not above his teacher; but everyone, after he has been fully trained, will be like his teacher.
II. Instruction to older men
v. 2—Older men are to be temperate, dignified, sensible, sound in faith, in love, in perseverance.
A. “Older” defined
Philemon 9—yet for love’s sake I rather appeal to you—since I am such a person as Paul, the aged, and now also a prisoner of Christ Jesus
B. How to live and act
1. Temperate—a person who avoids extravagance and overindulgence in all areas of life
2. Dignified—pertaining to appropriate, befitting behavior and implying dignity and respect—‘honorable, worthy of respect, of good character.’ ‘helpers should be of good character’ or ‘deacons …’ 1 Tm 3:8.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Louw, J. P., & Nida, E. A. (1996). Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament: based on semantic domains (electronic ed. of the 2nd edition., Vol. 1, p. 747). New York: United Bible Societies.] 

3. Sensible—They control their physical passions and they reject worldly standards and resist worldly attractions.  ‘to have right thoughts about what one should do’ or ‘to let one’s mind guide one’s body.’[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid, Vol. 1, p. 752.] 

4. Sound in faith
Titus 1:13—For this reason reprove them severely so that they may be sound in the faith
5. Sound in love
John 13:34—A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.
6. Sound in perseverance—to endure, stand fast, bear patiently.
C. How and where we incorporate it
1. formally/informally
2. home/work
3. church
III. Instruction to older women

[bookmark: _GoBack]v. 3—Older women likewise are to be reverent in their behavior, not malicious gossips nor enslaved to much wine, teaching what is good
A. How to live and act
1. Reverent in their behavior—priest like, that which is appropriate to holiness
2. Not a malicious gossip—slanderer, false accuser
3. Not enslaved to much wine
4. Teaches what is good
B. Supporting passages
Proverbs 31:26-30—She opens her mouth in wisdom,
And the teaching of kindness is on her tongue.
27 She looks well to the ways of her household,
And does not eat the bread of idleness.
28 Her children rise up and bless her;
Her husband also, and he praises her, saying:
29 “Many daughters have done nobly,
But you excel them all.”
30 Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain,
But a woman who fears the LORD, she shall be praised.
Psalm 34:8—O taste and see that the Lord is good; how blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him! 
Psalm 92:12-15—The righteous man will flourish like the palm tree, He will grow like a cedar in Lebanon. Planted in the house of the Lord, they will flourish in the courts of our God. They will still yield fruit in old age; they shall be full of sap and very green, to declare that the Lord is upright; He is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in Him.
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