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Credible Love
1 Jn 1: 1-4
Christianity has long been attached and discredited.  Let’s consider how the Apostle John defends the God of Love.  
3 elements of our faith that are upheld and are lasting: 
I. A Reliable Faith
A. Jesus Christ was “from the beginning”
Genesis 1:1—In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.
Colossians 1:16—For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-- all things have been created by Him and for Him.
John 1:3—All things came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.
John 1:1—In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God....”
1 John 1:1-2—...what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we beheld and our hands handled, concerning the Word of Life-- and the life was manifested, and we have seen and bear witness and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was manifested to us--
B. The Apostle John was an eyewitness
II. A Personal Faith
1 John 1:3—What we have seen and heard, we proclaim to you also, that you also may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.
A. Jesus Existed in Eternity Past
B. Jesus in the Flesh
Philippians 2:7—But emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 
John 1:14—And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.
C. Jesus Paid the Price
Romans 5:1—Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
D. Jesus’ Sacrifice Shows Us How to Love
1 John 1:3—what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ. 
III. A Joyful Faith
[bookmark: _GoBack]verse 4....And these things we write, so that our joy may be made complete.
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