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The Spirit Witnesses of Jesus
John 15:26-27
Context
In the anguish that the 11 disciples were experiencing with the words that Jesus would be handed over to sinful men, He was comforting them with many promises and truths.  They would not face the future challenges without tremendous resources.  They would not face future opposition to the gospel message without all the help from on high.  They would have no capacity to do that which God Himself was doing without Him working through these men.  The promised Spirit would come (14:16-17, 26) to indwell and empower them.  
4 truths about our witness to the world 
I. His message is to a lost world
John 15:26-27—“When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me, 27 and will testify also, because you have been with Me from the beginning.
A. This passage is given in the context of hostility from the world
(cf vv18-25; 16:1-11)
B. We confront the world with Gospel truth
1. Go therefore and make disciples…Matthew 28:19-20
2. We boldly proclaim the hope they desperately need
2 Corinthians 4:13-14—But having the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, “I BELIEVED, THEREFORE I SPOKE,” we also believe, therefore we also speak, 14 knowing that He who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and will present us with you. 
3. The very grace that we ourselves freely received
4. Speak truth in love 
Ephesians 4:15—but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ
5. We do so in the power of the Holy Spirit
Ephesians 6:18-20—With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints, 19 and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.
6. Effective proclamation means we’re not part of the very thing we’re calling them out of
John 15:19—If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you.
John 17:14—I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.
James 4:4—You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 
1 John 2:15—Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.
Luke 11:23—He who is not with Me is against Me; and he who does not gather with Me, scatters.
7. Despite what will be constant rejection, we still have the commission to confront the lost with compassion and love
2 Timothy 2:24-26—The Lord’s bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged, 25 with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth, 26 and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will.
1 Peter 3:15—but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence
II. His message comes from the Father
John 15:26b—… When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father….

A. The Father is the ultimate testimony and witness to His son

John 5:37—And the Father who sent Me, He has testified of Me. You have neither heard His voice at any time nor seen His form. 

John 6:27— Do not work for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you, for on Him the Father, God, has set His seal.”

John 8:18—I am He who testifies about Myself, and the Father who sent Me testifies about Me.”

1. He did it thought the OT Scriptures

Hebrews 1:1-2—God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, 2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world. 

2. He did it through Jesus’ miracles

John 10:25—Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe; the works that I do in My Father’s name, these testify of Me.

Acts 2:22— “Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves know

3. He did it through direct statements

Matthew 3:17—and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.”

Matthew 17:5—While he was still speaking, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and behold, a voice out of the cloud said, “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; listen to Him!”

4. He did it by sending the Helper—the Spirit of Truth

1 John 5:6—This is the One who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ; not with the water only, but with the water and with the blood. It is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.

Hebrews 2:3-4—how will we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? After it was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who heard, 4 God also testifying with them, both by signs and wonders and by various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His own will.
III. His message is about the Son
John 15:26c—…He will testify about Me
A. The Holy Spirits primary ministry is to testify about Jesus
B. Therefore our message is completely about the person and work of Christ on behalf of sinful people
1. It is not political activism
2. It is not social reform
3. It is in psychological self-fulfillment
4. It is Christ and Him crucified

1 Corinthians 2:2—For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.

Acts 2:32—This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses. 

Acts 5:30-32—The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom you had put to death by hanging Him on a cross. 31 He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses of these things; and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey Him.”

5. Despite a clear biblical reference to witness of Christ, much of the message is focused on meeting peoples felt needs.

a. It minimizes sin—diminishes the holiness of God
b. It lifts self—elevates man
c. Its focus is on self-improvement—what can God do for me?
d. Therefore, we become God and He serves us

1 Corinthians 2:1-5—And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God. 2 For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. 3 I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling, 4 and my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God.

6. The preaching of Christ and the cross is still the power of God for salvation 
1 Corinthians 1:18-25—For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, “I WILL DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WISE, AND THE CLEVERNESS OF THE CLEVER I WILL SET ASIDE.” 20 Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe. 22 For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom; 23 but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.
7. Without a clear gospel proclamation that requires sinners be broken over their sin and forsaking all to come to Christ, there is no salvation 
(Cf. Luke 9:23-24; 14:26-33)
IV.  His message is through the remnant 
John 15:27—and will testify also, because you have been with Me from the beginning.
A. Believers are entrusted to testify to the Truth
B. The Spirit’s witness and the believer’s witness are inextricably linked

1. Our successful communication of the truth requires the Spirit
2. The early followers were instructed to wait for the Spirt to come

Acts 1:8—but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.”

Romans 15:19—in the power of signs and wonders, in the power of the Spirit; so that from Jerusalem and round about as far as Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of Christ. 

C. The apostles were with him from the beginning 

1. When they replaced Judas, they chose one with them from the beginning

Acts 1:21-22—Therefore it is necessary that of the men who have accompanied us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us— 22 beginning with the baptism of John until the day that He was taken up from us—one of these must become a witness with us of His resurrection.

2. They were qualified to speak about Jesus

D. Although we have not seen or been eyewitness of Christ, we demonstrate the power of His resurrection life through our lives

Romans 6:4—Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

Philippians 3:10—that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death

E. Our witness and testimony then becomes part of God’s plan.  We get the glorious privilege of faithfully proclaiming it
Romans 10:14-17—How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how will they hear without a preacher? 15 How will they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, “HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THOSE WHO BRING GOOD NEWS OF GOOD THINGS!” 16 However, they did not all heed the good news; for Isaiah says, “LORD, WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR REPORT?” 17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.
Conclusion
If you are a Christian, you are a witness and testimony on Christ’s behalf.  That is part and parcel of who you are.  The question really is what kind of testimony are you—a good and faithful one, or a poor representation of a perfect life—who gave His all for you.  
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