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Submission to Masters
1 Peter 2:18-20
Background and OT Analogy: 
· David’s life of the right kind of attitude (1 Sam 16:1-15)  
· Threatened continually
· Pursued by a wicked king
· Fugitive for 1.5 years
· Does not rebel
· Will not take matters into his own hands
Rom 12:16—Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in mind, but [a]associate with the lowly. Do not be wise in your own estimation.
Luke 6:32—If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them.
1 Cor 7:20—Each man must remain in that [a]condition in which he was called.
1 Cor 7:24—Brethren, each one is to remain with God in that condition in which he was called.
3 reasons why submission is God’s design
I.  The Mandate for Submission
A.  Slavery
v. 19—For this finds favor, if for the sake of conscience toward God a person bears up under sorrows when suffering unjustly.
1 Cor 1:26—For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble
Servants—oiketeia, household slaves
Respect—phobos, from which we get phobias, fears.  
2:17—Honor all people, love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king.
1:17—conduct yourselves in fear 
Phil 2:15—that you may prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world
William MacDonald – “It is a built-in fact of life that in any society or organization, there must be authority on the one hand, and obedience to that authority on the other.”
B. God condemns the oppression of slaves (Ex 21:26-27; Deut 23:15-16; Lev 25:39-43)
C. God did not condemn people working for other people  
II. The Motivation to Submission
A. Respect for God
B. God will reward our efforts
C. Submission under unreasonableness will act as a rebuke to wickedness and demonstrates God’s grace in your life
III. The Magnitude of Submission 
A. Not only to those who are good and gentle – v. 18
B. Bears up under sorrows when suffering unjustly – v. 19
C. You do what is right and suffer for it – v. 20
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