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Stewarding Giving
Matthew 6:1-4
2 Corinthians 8-9
Stewardship is God-given responsibility with accountability.
The Four Factors of Stewardship
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]God owns everything, you own nothing.
2. God entrusts you with everything you have.
3. You can either increase or diminish what God has given you—He wants you to increase it.
4. God can call you into account at any time—it may be today.
2 ways we can give
I. Give to exalt self 
A. Where? 
Matthew 6:1—…before men…
Matthew 6:2—…sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets…
B. Why? 
Matthew 6:1—…to be noticed by them…
Matthew 6:2—…so that they may be honored by men…
C. Outcome?
Matthew 6:1—Otherwise you have no reward with your Father who is in heaven…
Matthew 6:2—…they have their reward in full…
II. Give through grace to exalt God
A. Source: the grace of God 
2 Corinthians 8:1—Now, brethren, we wish to make known to you the grace of God which has been given in the churches of Macedonia…
B. Characteristics
2 Corinthians 8:6—…complete in you this gracious work…
2 Corinthians 8:7—…abound in this gracious work…
2 Corinthians 9:7—...not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.
C. Model
2 Corinthians 8:9—For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich.
D. It gives indications of our faith

1. Goes beyond our circumstances
2 Corinthians 8:2—…in a great ordeal of affliction...
2 Corinthians 8:2—…in deep poverty...
2. Starts with giving first to the Lord 
2 Corinthians 8:5—…they first gave themselves to the Lord.
E. It is our duty 
Matthew 28:19—Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit
Acts 1:8—But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.
1. Not out of compulsion

2 Corinthians 9:7—Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

2. Begging with much urging  
2 Corinthians 8:4—…begging us with much urging for the favor of participation in the support of the saints
3. For the favor of participation

(Cf 2 Corinthians 8:4)

F. It is part of the growth process

1. This is an area in which we should seek to excel
2 Corinthians 8:7—But just as you abound in everything, in faith and utterance and knowledge and in all earnestness and in the love we inspired in you, see that you abound in this gracious work also.
2. We can be overflowing
2 Corinthians 8:2—…that in a great ordeal of affliction their abundance of joy and their deep poverty overflowed in the wealth of their liberality.
G. The goal is to finish well
2 Corinthians 8:6—So we urged Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also complete this grace in you as well.
2 Corinthians 8:11— …but now you also must complete the doing of it; that as there was a readiness to desire it, so there also may be a completion out of what you have.
Matthew 25:21—His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’
Philippians 1:6— For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus. 
Romans 8:29-30—For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.
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