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3 observations about the way to determine what God desires
I. There Will Always be a Variety of Ideas about God’s Will for you/the church
1 Corinthians 11:19 - For there must be also heresies among you, that they which are approved may be made manifest among you.
A. In their case – the Judaizers
Acts 15:1 - Some men came down from Judea and began teaching the brethren, “Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.”
Acts 15:5 - But some of the sect of the Pharisees who had believed stood up, saying, “It is necessary to circumcise them and to direct them to observe the Law of Moses.”
Philippians 3:2 - Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of the false circumcision;
Galatians 3:1 - You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified?
Acts 20:29-30 - I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them.
B. It is the church’s responsibility to protect and promote sound teaching
1 Timothy 3:14-15 - I am writing these things to you, hoping to come to you before long; but in case I am delayed, I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.
C. This is why teachers will face greater judgment
James 3:1 - Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we will incur a stricter judgment.
D. This is why we place emphasis on learning
2 Timothy 2:15 - Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.
II. The Church Family Decided How God’s Will Should be Determined
A. “The brethren determined” – v. 2
B. “Sent by the church” – v. 3
Ephesians 4:1-3 - Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love, being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
III. Every Person on the Team Had a Role to Play
A. The apostles
1. Came together – v. 6
2. Debated – v. 7
3. Reasoned according to the Scriptures – 7-12
Acts 15:11 - But we believe that we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in the same way as they also are.
4. The people listened
v. 12 - All the people kept silent…
B. The pastor
1. Addressed them respectfully
v. 13 - Brethren
2. Explained his position on the basis of Scripture
Acts 15:15 - With this the words of the Prophets agree, just as it is written,
C. The church
1. “with the whole church” – v. 22
2. “to choose men among them and to send” – v. 22
3. “and they sent this letter” – v. 23
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