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 Finding Hope in a God Who Provides 
The Resources of Hope[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Dr. Steve Viars, Faith Baptist Church, Lafayette, IN] 

Judges 21:25 ‐ In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes. 
Ruth 1:9 ‐ May the Lord grant that you may find rest, each in the house of her husband. 
Ruth 1:15 ‐ Then she said, “Behold, your sister‐in‐law has gone back to her people and her gods; return after your sister‐in‐law.” 
Ruth 1:16 ‐ But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or turn back from following you; for where you go, I will go, and where you lodge, I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God, my God.” 
Ruth 1:20‐21 ‐ …“Do not call me Naomi; call me Mara, for the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me. I went out full, but the Lord has brought me back empty. Why do you call me Naomi, since the Lord has witnessed against me and the Almighty has afflicted me?” 
[bookmark: _GoBack]6 ways God provides for His people: 
I. God Provides Oversight for Even the Smallest Details 
Ruth 3:18 ‐ Then she said, “Wait, my daughter, until you know how the matter turns out; for the man will not rest until he has settled it today.” 
A. The nearer redeemer was just “passing by” 
Ruth 4:1 ‐ Now Boaz went up to the gate and sat down there, and behold, the close relative of whom Boaz spoke was passing by… 
B. Ruth “happened” to glean in Boaz’s field 
Ruth 2:3 ‐ So she departed and went and gleaned in the field after the reapers; and she happened to come to the portion of the field belonging to Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech. 

II. God Provides Strength to Live with Integrity 
A. Three important cultural issues 
1. The significance of the city gate 
2. The kinsman redeemer 
Leviticus 25:25 ‐ If a fellow countryman of yours becomes so poor he has to sell part of his property, then his nearest kinsman is to come and buy back what his relative has sold. 
3. Levirate marriage 
Deuteronomy 25:5‐10 ‐ When brothers live together and one of them dies and has no son, the wife of the deceased shall not be married outside the family to a strange man. Her husband’s brother shall go in to her and take her to himself as wife and perform the duty of a husband’s brother to her. It shall be that the firstborn whom she bears shall assume the name of his dead brother, so that his name will not be blotted out from Israel. But if the man does not desire to take his brother’s wife, then his brother’s wife shall go up to the gate to the elders and say, “My husband’s brother refuses to establish a name for his brother in Israel; he is not willing to perform the duty of a husband’s brother to me.” Then the elders of his city shall summon him and speak to him. And if he persists and says, “I do not desire to take her,” then his brother’s wife shall come to him in the sight of the elders, and pull his sandal off his foot and spit in his face; and she shall declare, “Thus it is done to the man who does not build up his brother’s house.” In Israel his name shall be called, “The house of him whose sandal is removed.” 
B. The significance of the nearer kinsman remaining unnamed 
Genesis 12:2 ‐ And I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great; and so you shall be a blessing; 
1. Up to this point, he had done nothing to assist Naomi and Ruth 
Ruth 1:19 ‐ So they both went until they came to Bethlehem. And when they had come to Bethlehem, all the city was stirred because of them, and the women said, “Is this Naomi?” 
2. Was unwilling to fulfill his moral responsibilities because of his concern for himself 
Ruth 4:6 ‐ The closest relative said, “I cannot redeem it for myself, because I would jeopardize my own inheritance. Redeem it for yourself; you may have my right of redemption, for I cannot redeem it.” 
“His words clearly express concern for only his own interests; they show no concern for Ruth and the line of Elimelech at all.” (Bush, Ruth, p. 246) 
“Since he refused to restore the name of the dead to his inheritance, he himself has no name. Anonymity implies judgment.” (Tribble, God and the Rhetoric of Sexuality, p. 190) 
C. Boaz still made sure he fulfilled his responsibility to this man, although this man had not fulfilled his responsibility to Naomi and Ruth 
“Boaz functions in the story as an example of covenant fidelity and God’s reward for faithfulness. A relative closer to Elimelech, who refuses to marry Ruth, serves as a foil for Boaz, but Boaz’ supreme act of virtue is not his marriage to Ruth, but rather his willingness to inform the nearer kinsman of his rights. By this gesture Boaz was setting aside his personal desires for the requirements of the covenant law.” (Anchor Bible – “Boaz”) 
III. God Provides for the Needs of Widows 
A. He met Naomi’s needs in spite of her bitterness 
Ruth 4:3 ‐ Then he said to the closest relative, “Naomi, who has come back from the land of Moab, has to sell the piece of land which belonged to our brother Elimelech.” 
Ruth 4:5 ‐ Then Boaz said, “On the day you buy the field from the hand of Naomi, you must also acquire Ruth the Moabitess, the widow of the deceased, in order to raise up the name of the deceased on his inheritance.” 
Ruth 4:9 ‐ Then Boaz said to the elders and all the people, “You are witnesses today that I have bought from the hand of Naomi all that belonged to Elimelech and all that belonged to Chilion and Mahlon.” 
Psalm 103:10 ‐ He has not dealt with us according to our sins, nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. 
B. God emphasizes this principle throughout Scripture 
1. Under the old covenant 
Psalm 146:9 ‐ The Lord protects the strangers; He supports the fatherless and the widow, but He thwarts the way of the wicked. 
Proverbs 15:25 ‐ The Lord will tear down the house of the proud, but He will establish the boundary of the widow. 
2. Under the new covenant 
1 Timothy 5:9‐10 ‐ A widow is to be put on the list only if she is not less than sixty years old, having been the wife of one man, having a reputation for good works; and if she has brought up children, if she has shown hospitality to strangers, if she has washed the saints’ feet, if she has assisted those in distress, and if she has devoted herself to every good work. 
C. This is an important opportunity for church members today 
D. This is another reason the “sting” of death is removed 
IV. God Provides for Those Who Trust in Him 
A. Ruth became the bride of a very good man 
Ruth 4:10 ‐ “Moreover, I have acquired Ruth the Moabitess, the widow of Mahlon, to be my wife in order to raise up the name of the deceased on his inheritance, so that the name of the deceased will not be cut off from his brothers or from the court of his birth place; you are witnesses today.” 
B. Her trust in God was vindicated 
Ruth 1:9 ‐ May the Lord grant that you may find rest, each in the house of her husband. Then she kissed them, and they lifted up their voices and wept. 
Ruth 1:16 ‐ But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or turn back from following you; for where you go, I will go, and where you lodge, I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God, my God.” 
V. God Even Provides for Those Who Have Died in Him 
A. Their inheritance was protected 
Ruth 4:9 ‐ Then Boaz said to the elders and all the people, “You are witnesses today that I have bought from the hand of Naomi all that belonged to Elimelech and all that belonged to Chilion and Mahlon.” 
B. Their lineage was perpetuated 
Ruth 4:10 ‐ “Moreover, I have acquired Ruth the Moabitess, the widow of Mahlon, to be my wife in order to raise up the name of the deceased on his inheritance, so that the name of the deceased will not be cut off from his brothers or from the court of his birth place; you are witnesses today.” 
2 Corinthians 5:6 ‐ Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord 
Philippians 1:21 ‐ For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 
Psalm 23:6 ‐ Surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
Psalm 116:15 ‐ Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His godly ones. 
VI. God Provides for Those Who Choose to be Faithful to Him 
A. The witness’s blessing 
Ruth 4:11‐12 ‐ All the people who were in the court, and the elders, said, “We are witnesses. May the Lord make the woman who is coming into your home like Rachel and Leah, both of whom built the house of Israel; and may you achieve wealth in Ephrathah and become famous in Bethlehem. Moreover, may your house be like the house of Perez whom Tamar bore to Judah, through the offspring which the Lord will give you by this young woman.” 

B. God values faithfulness in others because it magnifies the faithfulness in Himself
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