[image: Bridgewater Community Church-logo.jpg]Pastor Mark Pitman
October 13, 2019
[image: just Faith]
[bookmark: _GoBack]Counsel to the Younger
Titus 2:4-8
Summary thus far (step by step)
Paul’s direction to Titus as he remained on the island of Crete was to “set in order” what remained to be done (cf. Titus 1:5).  Paul gave him specific steps to take: 
1) Root our work in our identity in Christ (1:1-4)
2) Set up qualified leaders (1:5-9)
3) Refute and silence divisive persons (1:10-16)
4) Disciple the flock (2:1-8)[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Josh Greiner, Building on a Foundation of Grace by Mentoring those who are Younger, Titus 2:4-8
] 

· Older men (2:1-2)
· Older women (2:3)
· Younger women (2:4-5)
· Younger men (2:6-8)
The goal of discipleship is to come alongside another person in order to help them become more like Christ.
2 Corinthians 5:9—Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him. 
Ephesians 4:13—until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.
(Cf. Romans 8:29)
3 truths for holy living
(…to young and old alike)
I. The older should be mentoring the younger
A. By example
1. Older Men—temperate, dignified, sensible… 
2. Older Woman—Reverent Servants (2:3)
Titus 2:7—in all things show yourself to be an example of good deeds, with purity in doctrine, dignified
B. By good counsel
Titus 2:6—Likewise urge [encourage/exhort] the young men to be sensible [emphasis added]
C. Supportive passages
Deuteronomy 11:19—You shall teach them to your sons, talking of them when you sit in your house and when you walk along the road and when you lie down and when you rise up.
Matthew 28:19—Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit…
1 Corinthians 4:16—Therefore I exhort you, be imitators of me.
Ephesians 4:12—for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ…
D. Biblical admonitions if neglected
Judges 2:10—All that generation also were gathered to their fathers; and there arose another generation after them who did not know the Lord, nor yet the work which He had done for Israel.
Exodus 20:12—Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the land which the LORD your God gives you.
Ephesians 6:1-3—Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER (which is the first commandment with a promise), 3 SO THAT IT MAY BE WELL WITH YOU, AND THAT YOU MAY LIVE LONG ON THE EARTH.
Proverbs 1:8-9—Hear, my son, your father’s instruction And do not forsake your mother’s teaching; 9 Indeed, they are a graceful wreath to your head And ornaments about your neck.
E. Why? [Purpose clause—“…so that”]
…so that they may encourage (v 4)
…so that the word of God will not be dishonored (v 5)
…so that that opponent will be put to shame, having nothing bad to say about us (v 8)
…so that they will adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in every respect (v 10)
II. Discipleship is necessary for on-going maturity
A. Youth (ignorance and inexperience) need to be taught
Jeremiah 1:6—Then I said, "Alas, Lord GOD! Behold, I do not know how to speak, Because I am a youth."
1 Kings 3:7—Now, O LORD my God, You have made Your servant king in place of my father David, yet I am but a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in.
1 Peter 2:2—like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation
2 Peter 3:18—but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.
B. God never designed discipleship to happen alone
1 Corinthians 1:10—Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be made complete in the same mind and in the same judgment.
Romans 1:11-12—For I long to see you so that I may impart some spiritual gift to you, that you may be established; 12 that is, that I may be encouraged together with you while among you, each of us by the other’s faith, both yours and mine.
Romans 12:16—Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in mind, but associate with the lowly. Do not be wise in your own estimation.
Proverbs 27:17—Iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.
(cf. The Church is His Body (Rom 7), Building (1 Cor 3), Bride (Eph 5). 
III. Discipleship leads to God being glorified 
Titus 2:8—sound in speech which is beyond reproach, so that the opponent will be put to shame, having nothing bad to say about us.
Matthew 5:16—Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.
2 Corinthians 5:20—Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.
A. The opposite is dishonoring to our God and Savior
Hebrews 10:29—How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace?
B. Opponents of the Truth are shamed and silenced (1:10, 12, 16)
C. It leads us to the Truth
John 16:13—But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.
B. 
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