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The Advantage of Christ’s Departure
John 16:1-7

Context
The night of the upper room discourse (13-18) was filled with incredible promises and blessings of heavenly love from Jesus.  He quickly turns that conversation to the realities of earthly hatred toward Him and the soon to be anger generated at Jesus disciples in light of His resurrection and ascension. 

The contrast will always be wide: deep love from God; deep hatred from the world.  Each of the disciples were martyred as witnesses of the resurrected Lord Jesus—crucified, whipped, beheaded, stoned—except for John who was exiled to a hard labor camp.  That certainly has continued throughout the history of the church including today. As followers of Christ, the Lord said: 


	Disciples of Christ
	The World

	Loved
	Hated

	Friend of God
	Enemy

	Answer all your prayers;
Give you everlasting life
	Persecute, abuse and kill you

	Peace
	Trouble

	Joy
	Sadness

	Given all the resources of heaven
	Deceived into loving the world and the things in the world

	Under the power of the Spirit
	Under the power of Satan




2 stark contrasts as Christ followers
I. The world will hate and persecute believers 
John 16:1-4—These things I have spoken to you so that you may be kept from stumbling. 2 They will make you outcasts from the synagogue, but an hour is coming for everyone who kills you to think that he is offering service to God. 3 These things they will do because they have not known the Father or Me. 4 But these things I have spoken to you, so that when their hour comes, you may remember that I told you of them. These things I did not say to you at the beginning, because I was with you.
A. He told them these things (chapter 15) so they would not stumble
John 15:20—Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A slave is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also.
Matthew 5:11—Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

1. Don’t be surprised or shocked
2. Be prepared 
3. Stumble(skandalizō)—to be caught off-guard; caught in a trap; to be shocked
B. They would all fall away from Him even that night
Mathew 26:55-56—At that time Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest Me as you would against a robber? Every day I used to sit in the temple teaching and you did not seize Me. 56 But all this has taken place to fulfill the Scriptures of the prophets.” Then all the disciples left Him and fled.
1. So even though they had just been warned, they were caught in the trap
2. How true is that for us today as well?
C. The persecution will increase
Luke 21:16—But you will be betrayed even by parents and brothers and relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death
Matthew 10:34-35—Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I came to SET A MAN AGAINST HIS FATHER, AND A DAUGHTER AGAINST HER MOTHER, AND A DAUGHTER-IN-LAW AGAINST HER MOTHER-IN-LAW; 36 and A MAN’S ENEMIES WILL BE THE MEMBERS OF HIS HOUSEHOLD.
1. You will be removed from the synagogue, v2
John 9:22—His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone confessed Him to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue. 
John 12:42—Nevertheless many even of the rulers believed in Him, but because of the Pharisees they were not confessing Him, for fear that they would be put out of the synagogue
2. They think they’re offering service to God, v2
a. People kill in the name of their god—Jews, Romans, Roman Catholics, Islam
b. At the core of any anti-biblical, anti-Christ position is Satan
2 Corinthians 11:14—No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.
c. Service (latreia)—religious service rendered at the altar in the temple of God
Acts 26:9-11—So then, I thought to myself that I had to do many things hostile to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 10 And this is just what I did in Jerusalem; not only did I lock up many of the saints in prisons, having received authority from the chief priests, but also when they were being put to death I cast my vote against them. 11 And as I punished them often in all the synagogues, I tried to force them to blaspheme; and being furiously enraged at them, I kept pursuing them even to foreign cities.

Galatians 1:13-14—For you have heard of my former manner of life in Judaism, how I used to persecute the church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it; 14 and I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries among my countrymen, being more extremely zealous for my ancestral traditions. 
d. Anyone outside of genuine Christianity does not know God

1 John 2:22-23—Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, the one who denies the Father and the Son. 23 Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father; the one who confesses the Son has the Father also. 

John 14:6—Jesus *said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.


D. He reiterates v1, I’m telling you it will come
John 14:29—Now I have told you before it happens, so that when it happens, you may believe.

I Peter 4:12-13—Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you; 13 but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation.

E. He didn’t tell them this at the start, why?

1. Because He was with them
a. Jesus was the object of the religious leaders scorn
b. The disciples would receive it too but not while Christ was with them
Galatians 6:17—From now on let no one cause trouble for me, for I bear on my body the brand-marks of Jesus.

2 Corinthians 11:23-25—Are they servants of Christ?—I speak as if insane—I more so; in far more labors, in far more imprisonments, beaten times without number, often in danger of death. 24 Five times I received from the Jews thirty-nine lashes. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, a night and a day I have spent in the deep.
2. Because they couldn’t handle it; it was too much to bear earlier
II. [bookmark: _GoBack]The Lord will love and care for His own
John 16:18b, 20—“But now I am going to Him who sent Me; and none of you asks Me, ‘Where are You going?’ 6 But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 7 But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.
A. None of them ask where He is going

John 13:36—Simon Peter *said to Him, “Lord, where are You going?” Jesus answered, “Where I go, you cannot follow Me now; but you will follow later.” 

John 14:4-5—And you know the way where I am going.” 5 Thomas *said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going, how do we know the way?”

1. In the midst of His grief, they do not show any comfort for Him
2. They are consumed with their own sorrow

John 14:28—You heard that I said to you, ‘I go away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved Me, you would have rejoiced because I go to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 

B. Sorrow has filled their hearts

1. There would be a time of rejoicing

Luke 24:50-51—And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands and blessed them. 51 While He was blessing them, He parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 52 And they, after worshiping Him, returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and were continually in the temple praising God.
C.  His departure would mean the greatest blessing for them

1. The promised Holy Spirit would come
John 14:16-18—I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; 17 that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you.
Acts 2:33—Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see and hear. 
John 15:26—When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me
2. The ministry of the Spirit is to make all the promises of Christ a reality

a. He inspired the scriptures
b. Makes us alive in Christ so we can believe
c. Grants faith to the believer
d. Clarifies the gospel truth
e. Illuminates the Word of God to us
f. Gives us life; regenerates us; causes us to be born again
g. Sanctifies us to look more like Christ
h. Deposits all of the promises of heaven to us( 2 Corinthians 3:18)
i. Will one day glorify the believer fully

3. He is to be worshipped fully as any and all members of the Godhead: Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Conclusion
As recipients of such glorious promises and truths, may we never minimize or marginalize them nor the One who has promised/fulfills them.  May we be quick to honor, thank and worship the God of God, the King of kings, and the Spirit of truth.
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