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Stewardship of Prayer
Matthew 6:5-15
Stewardship is God-given responsibility with accountability.
The Four Factors of Stewardship
1. God owns everything, you own nothing.
2. God entrusts you with everything you have.
3. You can either increase or diminish what God has given you—He wants you to increase it.
4. God can call you into account at any time—it may be today.
Key Passages on Prayer 
Jeremiah 33:3—Call to Me and I will answer you, and I will tell you great and mighty things, which you do not know. 
Colossians 4:2—Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving…
1 Thessalonians 5:17—…pray without ceasing…
[bookmark: _GoBack]1 Timothy 2:1—First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men…
Psalm 17:6—I have called upon You, for You will answer me, O God; Incline Your ear to me, hear my speech. 
James 5:16—The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective. 
1 John 5:14—This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 
(Cf. 
Matthew 6:1—Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by them; otherwise you have no reward with your Father who is in heaven.
1. Acts of righteousness must be done for the Lord and not for the praise of others. 
2. Acts of righteousness that are done for the praise of others receives no reward from God. 
3. Acts of righteousness that are done for the glory of God is rewarded by God. 
3 ways to steward prayer that pleases God
I.   Pray focused on the Lord
Matthew 6:5-6—When you pray, you are not to be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and on the street corners so that they may be seen by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, close your door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.
A. Because we can sometimes focus on others when we pray 

Luke 5:16—But Jesus Himself would often slip away to the wilderness and pray. 

B. Because we can sometimes lose focus when we pray alone
II.   Pray without meaningless repetition & heartfelt concerns
Matthew 6:7-8—And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition as the Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will be heard for their many words. So do not be like them; for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him. 
Mark 1:35—In the early morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house, and went away to a secluded place, and was praying there. 
Mark 6:46—After bidding them farewell, He left for the mountain to pray
Mark 14:35-39—And He went a little beyond them and fell to the ground and began to pray that if it were possible, the hour might pass Him by. And He was saying, “Abba! Father! All things are possible for You; remove this cup from Me; yet not what I will, but what You will.” And He came and found them sleeping, and said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep watch for one hour? Keep watching and praying that you may not come into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Again, He went away and prayed, saying the same words. 
III.  Pray in ways patterned by Christ
Matthew 9:9-13a—Pray, then, in this way: “Our Father who is in heaven, hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And do not lead us into temptation but deliver us from evil.” 
A. In community 

B. In relationship
1 John 3:1—See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 
C. With asks related to God Himself 
1. God, may we revere your name 
2. God, may we desire Your coming Kingdom 
3. God, may we follow Your will 
D. With asks related to man
1. God, provide for our needs 
2. God, help us to forgive others
3. God, keep us from temptation and toward righteousness 
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