

The Gospel of John:
Does this Offend You?
John 6:60-65
John 6:60-65—Therefore many of His disciples, when they heard this said, “This is a difficult statement; who can listen to it?” 61 But Jesus, conscious that His disciples grumbled at this, said to them, “Does this cause you to stumble? 62 What then if you see the Son of Man ascending to where He was before? 63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life. 64 But there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were who did not believe, and who it was that would betray Him. 65 And He was saying, “For this reason I have said to you, that no one can come to Me unless it has been granted him from the Father.”
3 truths about understanding Spiritual Concepts
The words of Jesus here in this section have been difficult to hear and more difficult to the hearers to understand.  It may even be said that it is harder still to obey these words.  That would still be true today.  All of that is evidence of the natural mind does “not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned” (I Corinthians 2:14).
Spiritual concepts are hard for the natural man, vv60-62
Humility ought to be a constant frame of mind 
Proverbs 1:20-24,29-33—Wisdom shouts in the street, She lifts her voice in the square; At the head of the noisy streets she cries out; At the entrance of the gates in the city she utters her sayings: “How long, O naive ones, will you love being simple-minded? And scoffers delight themselves in scoffing And fools hate knowledge? “Turn to my reproof, Behold, I will pour out my spirit on you; I will make my words known to you. “Because I called and you refused, I stretched out my hand and no one paid attention; Because they hated knowledge And did not choose the fear of the LORD. “They would not accept my counsel, They spurned all my reproof. “So they shall eat of the fruit of their own way And be satiated with their own devices. “For the waywardness of the naive will kill them, And the complacency of fools will destroy them. “But he who listens to me shall live securely And will be at ease from the dread of evil.”
Isaiah 66:2—“For My hand made all these things, Thus all these things came into being,” declares the LORD. “But to this one I will look, To him who is humble and contrite of spirit, and who trembles at My word.
He will never require of us impossibilities
John 16:33—These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.”
1 Corinthians 10:13—No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.
He gives us grace to perform what He asks of us
Matthew 7:11—If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him!
James 2:5—But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.
Don’t interpret spiritual things carnally, v63
63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life. 
Spiritual things need to be understood spiritually
1 Corinthians 15:19—If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied.
We are imparted the Holy Spirit
John 16:7—But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.
The Holy Spirit sustains us
1 Corinthians 6:19-20—Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.
We are kept by the Holy Spirit
2 Timothy 1:14—Guard, through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, the treasure which has been entrusted to you.
Spiritual life cannot be sustained by physical means
“Spiritual benefit is not to be had through the mouth, but through the heart.  The soul is not a material thing, and cannot there be nourished by material food.” – JC Ryle[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Expository Thoughts on the Gospel of John: A Commentary - JC Ryle] 

Luke 9:23-25—And He was saying to them all, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake, he is the one who will save it. For what is a man profited if he gains the whole world, and loses or forfeits himself?
Understand that “doing” is not what makes us Christians 
1 Samuel 16:7—But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”
Christ has perfect knowledge, vv64-65
Christ knows all things
Matthew 9:4a—And Jesus knowing their thoughts…
       Matthew 12:25a—And knowing their thoughts Jesus said to them…
Luke 9:46-48—An argument started among them as to which of them might be the greatest. But Jesus, knowing what they were thinking in their heart, took a child and stood him by His side, and said to them, “Whoever receives this child in My name receives Me, and whoever receives Me receives Him who sent Me; for the one who is least among all of you, this is the one who is great.”
Yet, He is incredibly patient 
Hebrews 12:2—fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
Psalm 145:8—The LORD is gracious and merciful; Slow to anger and great in lovingkindness.
Nehemiah 9:17b—But You are a God of forgiveness, Gracious and compassionate, Slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness; And You did not forsake them.
2 Peter 3:9—The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.
Jesus knows genuine and fake
Matthew 25:32—All the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats;
All will be fully known on the last day
1 Corinthians 13:10,12—but when the perfect comes, the partial will be done away. … For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I will know fully just as I also have been fully known.
Christian, take comfort in Christ’s knowledge of your heart and circumstances
John 21:17a—And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.”
	“Finally, what light this throws on the daily pilgrimage of all true Christians! Let them take comfort in the thought that their Master knows them. However much unknown and misunderstood by the world, their Master knows their hearts and will comfort them at the last day.” - JC Ryle[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid.] 



