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Counsel in the Workplace
Titus 2:9-10
3 wisdom principles on representing Christ well at work
I. Represent Christ well in every season of life
Titus 2:9-10—Urge bondslaves [doulos] to be subject to their own masters in everything, to be well-pleasing, not argumentative, 10 not pilfering, but showing all good faith so that they will adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in every respect.
A. Definition: dŏulŏs (slaves, bondslaves) is a term that applies to slaves, but has implications to employees as well
The term applies generally to all employees, but direct reference is to slaves—men, women, and children who, in the Roman Empire and in much of the ancient world, were owned by their masters. They had few, if any, civil rights and often were accorded little more dignity or care than domestic animals. The NT nowhere condones or condemns the practice of slavery, but it everywhere teaches that freedom from the bondage of sin is infinitely more important than freedom from any human bondage a person may have to endure.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  MacArthur Study Bible] 

Ephesians 6:5-8—Slaves, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in the sincerity of your heart, as to Christ; 6 not by way of eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart. 7 With good will render service, as to the Lord, and not to men, 8 knowing that whatever good thing each one does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether slave or free.
Romans 6:22—But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life.
Colossians 3:22-4:1—Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters on earth, not with external service, as those who merely please men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve. 25 For he who does wrong will receive the consequences of the wrong which he has done, and that without partiality.4 Masters, grant to your slaves justice and fairness, knowing that you too have a Master in heaven.
1 Timothy 6:1-2—All who are under the yoke as slaves are to regard their own masters as worthy of all honor so that the name of God and our doctrine will not be spoken against. 2 Those who have believers as their masters must not be disrespectful to them because they are brethren, but must serve them all the more, because those who partake of the benefit are believers and beloved. Teach and preach these principles.
B. Even in less than desirable circumstances 
1 Corinthians 7:20-2—Each man must remain in that condition in which he was called. Were you called while a slave? Do not worry about it; but if you are able also to become free, rather do that.
 II. Grow in Christlikeness 
A. By growing in submission (as Christ submitted)
Colossians 3:22-24—Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters on earth, not with external service, as those who merely please men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord.  Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve. 

Philippians 2:8-8—Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
Philippians 2:12-16—So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.  14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing; 15 so that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you [j]appear as lights in the world, 16 holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I will have reason to glory because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain.
B. In seeking to honor your boss, it honors the Lord
v9—… to be well-pleasing…
Romans 12:1—Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 
2 Corinthians 5:9—Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him.
1. Regardless if they are “worthy of honor”

1 Peter 2:18-19—Servants, be submissive to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and gentle, but also to those who are unreasonable. For this finds favor, if for the sake of conscience toward God a person bears up under sorrows when suffering unjustly.

2. This doesn’t contradict passages to avoid “man pleasers”
3.    All the more reason if your boss is a believer
1 Timothy 6:2—Those who have believers as their masters must not be disrespectful to them because they are brethren, but must serve them all the more, because those who partake of the benefit are believers and beloved. Teach and preach these principles.
C.  Not argumentative, v9
D.  Not pilfering, v9
E.   But showing all good faith, v9
III. Demonstrate the power of the Gospel 
v10—…so that they will adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in every respect...
A. We are to adorn the doctrine of God our Savior
B. In EVERY RESPECT (Comprehensive nature)
I Corinthians 12:31—Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.
C. In so doing, God is honored and glorified
We give the right opinion to others about who God is when we obey Him.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Matthew 5:16—Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.
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