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 Seeking God’s Plan for Forgiveness 
A Community of Forgiveness 
5 reasons accountability is necessary in the family of God: 
I. Accountability is Necessary Because We Are Spiritual Children 
A. Every person who comes to Christ must humble himself like a child – vv. 2-4 
Matthew 18:3-4 – and said, truly I say to you, unless you are converted and become like children, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever then humbles himself as this child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 
B. The reason Jesus made this point – v. 1 
Mark 9:33-34 - They came to Capernaum; and when He was in the house, He began to question them, “What were you discussing on the way?” But they kept silent, for on the way they had discussed with one another which of them was the greatest. 
C. The importance of receiving every new person into the family – v. 5 
II. Accountability is Necessary Because of the Possibility of Causing Someone Else to Stumble 
A. Causing (or allowing) another believer to stumble spiritually is a very serious matter vv. 5-7 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Matthew 18:6 - but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to stumble, it would be better for him to have a heavy millstone hung around his neck, and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. 
Matthew 18:7 - …woe to that man through whom the stumbling block comes! 
B. You should go to great lengths to develop spiritual maturity yourself so that you are in a position to positively impact others – vv. 8-9 
C. Even the angels of heaven have a stake in this – v. 10 
III. Accountability is Necessary Because of the Value and Importance of Every Person in the Family 
A. Every lost sheep is important to God – vv. 12-13 
B. God’s will is that no one will perish - 14 
apollumi – nonpermanent ruin or loss 
cf. 20 yr. growth graph 
IV. Accountability is Necessary Even When It Is Hard 
A. The occasion – v. 15 
Galatians 6:1 - Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted. 
B. The steps – vv. 15-20 
C. The goal 	

V. Accountability is Necessary Because It Creates a Community of Forgiveness 
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