[image: Bridgewater Community Church-logo.jpg]Pastor Mark Pitman
October 21, 2018
[image: just Faith]
Citizens of Heaven
Philippians 3:12-21
Summary thus far
Philippians 1:6—For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.
Philippians 1:21— For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.
Philippians 1:27—Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel.
Philippians 2:4—Do not look to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.
Philippians 2:14-15—Do all things without grumbling or disputing; so that you will [i]prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world.
Philippians 3:8— More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ.
5 principals to grow in your citizenship
I.  Honestly evaluate your spiritual condition
Philippians 3:12—Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus.
A. Grow—progressive sanctification
2 Peter 3:18—but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.
B. The goal is Christ
2 Corinthians 5:9—Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him.
1 Corinthians 10:13—Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.
II. Correctly forgetting what lies behind
Philippians 3:13—Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead.
	“Dealing with our past is not denying it. It is counting something else as more important.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Dr Rob Green ] 



A. You have not arrived—press on 
B. Your past failures do not define you 
Romans 10:9-10—That if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.
III. Passionately pursue Christ
Philippians 3:14—I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
A. He passionately pursued you
[bookmark: _GoBack]I am… redeemed,  adopted, a friend of Jesus, reconciled, free, prayed for, in his presence, loved, regenerated, rescued from wrath, an heir, etc., etc., etc. 
B. He is more than worth it
Romans 8:18—For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.
IV. Continually follow good examples

Philippians 3:15-19—Let us therefore, as many as are perfect, have this attitude; and if in anything you have a different attitude, God will reveal that also to you; 16 however, let us keep living by that same standard to which we have attained. 17 Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in us. 18 For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ, 19 whose end is destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, who set their minds on earthly things. 
A. Paul’s example
Philippians 3:17—Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in us.
B.  Other Godly examples
C. Poor examples, i.e. disingenuous “Christians” 
Philippians 3:18-19—For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ, 19 whose end is destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, who set their minds on earthly things.
V.  Zealously value your heavenly citizenship
Philippians 3:20-21—For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; 21 who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.
A.  King Jesus will return	
B.  He will transform and glorify your body
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