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The Conviction of Sin, Righteousness, and Judgement
John 16:8-11
Context
In the pending departure of our Lord, Jesus promises His disciples that He will send them another who is exactly like He was.  As He was God; the forthcoming Spirit is God.  As He was with them, the Spirit will be with them and in them.  He will teach them; He will deposit all the blessings to them; He will enable them to testify about Christ; He will give them understanding; He will comfort them, guide them, care for them, and give them the truth.  

The Holy Spirit, the Spirit of truth, will disclose all things to them. 

John 14:16-17—I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; 17 that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you.

John 14:26—But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.

John 15:26—When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me, 27and you will testify also, because you have been with Me from the beginning.

John 16:13—But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. 

Not only do you have the internal ministry of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer, but you also have the external provision of the Spirit that He will bring though the apostles.  Namely, the writing of the New Testament through these men and their associates.  

2 Timothy 3:16-17—All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.

2 Peter 1:21—for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.



2 purposes (here) of the Spirit’s work
The Holy Spirit convicts the world 
John 16:8—And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment
“Convict” judicially has a negative meaning; biblically it has a positive meaning
The Spirit brings conviction leading to salvation; the conviction includes:
A right understanding of their sin
Ephesians 2:1—And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,
v3—Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. 
Ephesians 4:18-19—being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart; 19 and they, having become callous, have given themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness. 
Colossians 1:21—And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds
2 Corinthians 4:4—in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
Romans 1:8-32—[summary of passage: unable to believe the truth and are even guilty of suppressing it]
Sinfulness hates righteousness
Colossians 1:13—For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,
John 3:19-20—This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil. 20 For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.
John 7:7—The world cannot hate you, but it hates Me because I testify of it, that its deeds are evil.
People love their sin; they are slaves of sin
John 8:34—Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin.
A right understanding of Christ
1 Corinthians 12:3—Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus is accursed”; and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.
No one will be saved without the convicting work of the Spirit
John 6:44—No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.
It is true that the Spirit convicts the hearts of sinners to bring them to repentance
It is equally true that the Spirit will convict the world concerning sin, righteousness and judgment, v8

The Spirit convicts the world with the Word through faithful servants of the Word
John 16:8-11—And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment; 9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me; 10 and concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father and you no longer see Me; 11 and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged.
The Spirit convicts the world
Convicts (Elegchó)—to indict by evidence; to prosecute; to prove guilty (uses elsewhere in Scripture: Luke 3:19; 1 Timothy 5:20; James 2:8; Revelation 3:19, et.al.)
Ephesians 5:11—Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even expose them
Titus 2:15—These things speak and exhort and reprove with all authority. Let no one disregard you.
He does that internally with each person
He does that through preachers of righteousness
2 Timothy 4:2-5—preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, 4 and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths. 5 But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.
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Jude 14—It was also about these men that Enoch, in the seventh generation from Adam, prophesied, saying, “Behold, the Lord came with many thousands of His holy ones
Others: Moses; Elijah; Elisha; Ezekiel 
Ezekiel 11:4-10—Therefore, prophesy against them, son of man, prophesy!” 5 Then the Spirit of the LORD fell upon me, and He said to me, “Say, ‘Thus says the LORD, “So you think, house of Israel, for I know your thoughts. 6 You have multiplied your slain in this city, filling its streets with them.” 7 Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD, “Your slain whom you have laid in the midst of the city are the flesh and this city is the pot; but I will bring you out of it. 8 You have feared a sword; so I will bring a sword upon you,” the Lord God Declares. 9 “And I will bring you out of the midst of the city and deliver you into the hands of strangers and execute judgments against you.  10 You will fall by the sword. I will judge you to the border of Israel; so you shall know that I am the LORD.
John the Baptist
Matthew 3:7-9—But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Therefore bear fruit in keeping with repentance; 9 and do not suppose that you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham for our father’; for I say to you that from these stones God is able to raise up children to Abraham.


The Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ
John 3:19—This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil. 
The means of conviction comes through the scriptures
Ephesians 6:17—And take THE HELMET OF SALVATION, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
Concerning sin because they do not believe in Me
Sin (harmartias)—here, not sin in a general way but the ultimate sin of rejecting Christ
The sin that condemns people is a refusal to believe in the person and work of Christ

Matthew 12:31-32—“Therefore I say to you, any sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven people, but blasphemy against the Spirit shall not be forgiven. 32 Whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him; but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to come.
John 3:18—He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 
John 5:40—…and you are unwilling to come to Me so that you may have life.
John 8:24—Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.”
The sole issue that determines a person’s eternal destiny is how they respond to the Spirit’s work convicting them of sin and the only provision to address their sin of the gracious work of Christ on their behalf
Concerning righteousness because I go to the Father
A correct understanding of salvation includes a removal of our sins (atonement: He died for you) but also an addition (imputation: credit) of His righteousness 
Righteousness is that which belongs to Jesus by nature as the holy son of God
Matthew 5:20—For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 5:48—Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
1 Peter 2:22—WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH; 
2 Corinthians 5:21—He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
Hebrews 4:15—For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.
When our “righteousness” is compared to the righteous requirement of the law, it is an utterly impossibility of salvation by works one could offer
Isaiah 64:6—For all of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; And all of us wither like a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
v10—…because I go to the father and you no longer see Me…
Proof: His Holy Father accepted Christ’s righteousness on His own merits.
Habakkuk 1:13a—Your eyes are too pure to approve evil, And You can not look on wickedness with favor….
Philippians 2:9—For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name
Without the imputed righteousness of Christ credited to our account, we would have no standing with a Holy God
“God justifies sinners when He accounts their sins to have been paid for by Christ’s death and Christ’s righteousness is credited to them by His grace alone.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, John 12-21, 198.] 

Concerning judgment because the ruler of this world has been judged
The world is incapable of judging righteously
John 7:24—Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment.
The ruler of this world—Satan
John 12:31—Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out. 
1 John 5:19—We know that we are of God, and that the whole world lies in the power of the evil one.
Satan has already been judged
Genesis 3:15—And I will put enmity Between you and the woman,
And between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel.
Revelation 12:7-9—And there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging war with the dragon. The dragon and his angels waged war, 8 and they were not strong enough, and there was no longer a place found for them in heaven. 9 And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.
Colossians 2:15—When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them through Him.
Hebrews 2:14—Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil
1 John 3:8—the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil. 
What appeared to be his hour of triumph was his undoing
Revelation 20:10—And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.
Since the ruler of this world will not escape judgment, neither will any unrighteous person (without the imputed righteousness of Christ)

Conclusion
 The Spirit of God will use faithful men and women to advance the cause of Christ who are committed to using His word as the means and basis for the message.  Our job is to: 

2 Timothy 2:15-16—Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth. 16 But avoid worldly and empty chatter, for it will lead to further ungodliness.

2
image1.jpeg
¢bridgewcfer
community church

bridgewatercc.org




