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Heaven’s Throne Room, pt. 1
Revelation 4:1-11
Context
The bible refers to heaven over 500 times.  There are several specific descriptions in Scripture (Ezekiel 1; Isaiah 6), but none more comprehensive than what we see in John’s account from Revelation 4-5.  The Apostle Paul was caught up to the third heaven, but was not permitted to speak about it (2 Corinthians 12).  The account in Revelation gives believers today a glimpse of our eternal dwelling.  

Revelation 4:1-3—After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven, and the first voice which I had heard, like the sound of a trumpet speaking with me, said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after these things.” 2 Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne was standing in heaven, and One sitting on the throne. 3 And He who was sitting was like a jasper stone and a sardius in appearance; and there was a rainbow around the throne, like an emerald in appearance.

4 (plus)details of John’s Vision
I. John saw; he heard; he come

Revelation 4:1-2—After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven, and the first voice which I had heard, like the sound of a trumpet speaking with me, said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after these things.” 2 Immediately I was]in the Spirit; and behold, a throne was standing in heaven, and One sitting on the throne.

A. What did he see?

Revelation 4:1a—After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven…

B. What did he hear?

Revelation 4:1b—…and the first voice which I had heard, like the sound of a trumpet speaking with me, said,

Revelation 1:10—I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like the sound of a trumpet.

C. Where did he go?

Revelation 4:1c-2— “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after these things.” 2 Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne was standing in heaven, and One sitting on the throne. 

Ezekiel 1:1—Now it came about in the thirtieth year, on the fifth day of the fourth month, while I was by the river Chebar among the exiles, the heavens were opened and I saw [a]visions of God.

Acts 7:56—and he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened up and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”

2 Corinthians 12:2—I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the body I do not know, or out of the body I do not know, God knows—such a man was caught up to the third heaven

· Heaven is the place where Christ ascended and currently resides

John 14:2-3—In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 3 If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.

Acts 1:9-11—And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. 10 And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was going, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them. 11 They also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven.”

II. The Throne of God

Revelations 4:2—Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne was standing in heaven, and One sitting on the throne.

· The Throne of God is mentioned 13 times in this chapter alone.

Psalm 11:4—The LORD is in His holy temple; the LORD’S throne is in heaven; His eyes behold, His eyelids test the sons of men.

Psalm 103:19—The LORD has established His throne in the heavens, And His sovereignty rules over all.

Revelation 21:22—I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.

· Standing—God’s sovereign rule is fixed, permanent, and unshakable; He is in complete control.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, Revelation 1-11, p.146.] 


III. The One sitting on the Throne

Revelation 4:2d-3—One sitting on the throne. 3 And He who was sitting was like a jasper stone and a sardius in appearance; and there was a rainbow around the throne, like an emerald in appearance. 

Isaiah 6:1—In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple.

Daniel 7:9-10—“I kept looking Until thrones were set up, And the Ancient of Days took His seat; His vesture was like white snow And the hair of His head like pure wool. His throne was [a]ablaze with flames, its wheels were a burning fire. 10 “A river of fire was flowing And coming out from before Him; Thousands upon thousands were attending Him, And myriads upon myriads were standing before Him; The court sat, And the books were opened.

Ezekiel 1:26-28—Now above the expanse that was over their heads there was something resembling a throne, like lapis lazuli in appearance; and on that which resembled a throne, high up, was a figure with the appearance of a man. 27 Then I noticed from the appearance of His loins and upward something like glowing metal that looked like fire all around within it, and from the appearance of His loins and downward I saw something like fire; and there was a radiance around Him. 28 As the appearance of the rainbow [d]in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the appearance of the surrounding radiance. Such was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. And when I saw it, I fell on my face and heard a voice speaking.

· Jasper stone—a diamond in nature; brilliantly refracting all of the colors of the spectrum.   

Revelation 21:11—having the glory of God. Her brilliance was like a very costly stone, as a stone of crystal-clear jasper.

· Sardius stone—ruby or red in appearance.  In the Old Testament, the high priest’s breastplate had Jasper and sardius stones as the first and last stones.  They represent the firstborn (Reuben) and lastborn (Benjamin) of Jacobs sons—the 12 tribes of Jacob (Judah). The red stone would represent God’s splendor and pending judgment.

Hebrews 12:29—for our God is a consuming fire.

Deuteronomy 4:24—For the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God.

· Emerald stone—green; the predominate color.  

Ezekiel 1:28—As the appearance of the rainbow [a]in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the appearance of the surrounding radiance. Such was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. And when I saw it, I fell on my face and heard a voice speaking.

His power and holiness would cause us to live in abject terror were it not for His faithfulness and mercy.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid. p 148.] 


Malachi 3:17—“They will be Mine,” says the LORD of hosts, “on the day that I prepare My own possession, and I will spare them as a man spares his own son who serves him.”
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Overcomers are promised the privilege to eat from the tree of life (2:7), the crown of life (2:10), protection from the second death (2:11), the hidden manna (2:17), a white stone with a new name written on it (2:17), authority to rule the nations (2:26-27), the morning star (2:28), white garments, symbolizing purity and holiness (3:5), the honor of having Christ confess their names before God the Father and the holy angels in heaven (3:5), to be made a pillar in God’s temple (3:12), and to have written on them the name of God, of the new Jerusalem, and of Christ (3:12), the right to sit with Christ on His heavenly throne (3:22).[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Ibid, p 141.] 


IV. The things related to the Throne

Revelation 4:4-11—Around the throne were twenty-four thrones; and upon the, thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white garments, and golden crowns on their heads. 5 Out from the throne come flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder. And there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God; 6 and before the throne there was something like a sea of glass, like crystal; and in the center and around the throne, four living creatures full of eyes in front and behind. 7 The first creature was like a lion, and the second creature like a calf, and the third creature had a face like that of a man, and the fourth creature was like a flying eagle. 8 And the four living creatures, each one of them having six wings, are full of eyes around and within; and day and night they do not cease to say, “HOLY, HOLY, HOLY is THE LORD GOD, THE ALMIGHTY, WHO WAS AND WHO IS AND WHO [e]IS TO COME.” 9 And when the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, to Him who lives forever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders will fall down before Him who sits on the throne, and will worship Him who lives forever and ever, and will cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 11 “Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; for You created all things, and because of Your will they existed, and were created.”

· Around the throne
· Upon the throne
· Out from the throne
· Before the throne
· Around the throne
· Sits on the throne
· Fall down/worship Him who sits on the throne
· Cast their crowns before the throne
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