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The Holy Spirit’s work in 
providing the Written Word
John 16:12-15


Context
The significance and importance of the Word of God cannot be understated.  It is absolutely unique.  It alone is the documentation of what the Almighty has declared and done.  It alone in inspired by the Spirit and has the power and authority of God.  It is infallible, inerrant, authoritative, sufficient, and effective.  

Psalm 19:7-11—The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul; The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple. 8 The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. 9 The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the LORD are true; they are righteous altogether. 10 They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold; Sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb. 11 Moreover, by them Your servant is warned; In keeping them there is great reward.

There are many, many evidences that demonstrate that the Bible is the Word of God.  But of all the evidence, none is more significant that the testimony of Christ.  He quoted the Scriptures more than sixty times.  As God incarnate who cannot err and only speaks truth, He affirms the veracity and authority it rightly contains. 



4 truths to the Spirit’s work in the Scriptures
I. The significant need for the Word 

John 16:12—I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.  
A. He has many more things to say
1. After three years of 24/7 ministry with the disciples, there is still much more to say
2. They were incapable of hearing it, why?

John 21:25—And there are also many other things which Jesus did, which if they *were written in detail, I suppose that even the world itself *would not contain the books that *would be written.
a. They could not bear it
b. They were overcome with sorrow (v6)
c. Their view of the Messiah wasn’t happening (aa a political and military deliverer)
d. The concept of a suffering Savior (dying Messiah) wasn’t in their thinking

Mark 9:9-10—As they were coming down from the mountain, He gave them orders not to relate to anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man rose from the dead. 10 They seized upon that statement, discussing with one another what rising from the dead meant.

Mark 9:31-32—For He was teaching His disciples and telling them, “The Son of Man is to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill Him; and when He has been killed, He will rise three days later.” 32 But they did not understand this statement, and they were afraid to ask Him.
 (Cf. Luke 18:31-34; John 2:15-22; 20:9)
John 2:22—[destroy this Temple] So when He was raised from the dead, s disciples remembered that He said this; and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had spoken.
John 12:15-16—[triumphant entry] FEAR NOT, DAUGHTER OF ZION; BEHOLD, YOUR KING IS COMING, SEATED ON A DONKEY’S COLT.” 16 These things His disciples did not understand at the first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things were written of Him, and that they had done these things to Him. 
II. The scope of the Word
John 16:13—But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. 
A. He will guide you into ALL the truth
B. There is a supernatural revelation regarding Christ (in His person and work) given to them
John 14:26—But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.
Deuteronomy 4:2—You shall not add to the word which I am commanding you, nor take away from it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you. 
Deuteronomy 12:32—Whatever I command you, you shall be careful to do; you shall not add to nor take away from it.
Revelation 21:18-19—I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues which are written in this book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his part from the tree of life and from the holy city, which are written in this book.
C. Jesus is authenticating (in advance) the NT through these men who will author scripture 
1 Corinthians 2:9-10—but just as it is written, “THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR HAS NOT HEARD, AND which HAVE NOT ENTERED THE HEART OF MAN, ALL THAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM.” 10 For to us God  revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God. 
D. The Spirit of Truth can only give truth; therefore, what He gives these men is inerrant (incapable of being wrong).  To suggest otherwise is a blasphemy against God and His holiness
John 17:17—Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. 
1. Many people will say that the Bible to be inspired of God while at the same time denied that it is inerrant
2. God does not inspire error!  
E. The exclusivity of the Bible alone as the inerrant Word of God inherently means that extra biblical writings are not inspired
1. The 66 books of the bible alone make up God’s complete and final revelation to man
2. As such, we cannot tamper with it—add to or take away
(Cf. Revelation 22:18-191; Deuteronomy 4:2; 12:32; Proverbs 30:5-6). 
3. Nor  can you change its meaning or redefine words to accommodate a non-biblical position (eisegete vs exegete) 
eisegete (plural eisegetes)—a person who places meaning on a text which is not originally or inherently present in the text itself
Scripture was given “so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work” (2 Tim 3:17); hence there is no need for any further revelation to supplant or supplement it.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  John MacArthur, The MacArthur Commentary, John 12-21 208] 


1 John 2:20, 27—But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you all know. … 27 As for you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need for anyone to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you abide in Him.
F. To be clear, it does not eliminate the need for diligent study
Timothy 2:15—Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.
G. Any study without being filled (Eph 5:18) or walking in the Spirit (Eph 4:1; Gal 5:16) brings about no spiritual fruit
III. The source of the Word
John 16:13—But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. 

A. He (the Spirit of Truth) will not speak on His own 
1. In a similar way, Jesus did not speak on His own authority
2. (Cf. John 5:19; 7:16; 8:26-29)
Deuteronomy 4:2—You shall not add to the word which I am commanding you, nor take away from it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you. 
Deuteronomy 12:32—Whatever I command you, you shall be careful to do; you shall not add to nor take away from it.
Revelations 21:18-19—I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues which are written in this book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his part from the tree of life and from the holy city, which are written in this book.
B. The Spirit speaks in harmony with the Father
Romans 8:26-27—In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; 27 and He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
1. He will never lead someone in a way that is inconsistent with the Scripture
2. He speaks through Scriptures He inspired
C. To be filled with the Spirit means we allow the word of Christ to richly dwell within us
Colossians 3:16—Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual sons, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.
D. He will disclose to the apostles what is to come
2 Peter 1:3—seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence. 

IV. The purpose of the Word 
John 16:14-15—He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you. 15 All things that the Father has are Mine; therefore I said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you.

A. The primary purpose of the coming revelation to them would be that He [The Holy Spirit] will glorify Me [Christ] 
John 5:39—You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify about Me.
Luke 24:27—Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.
B. The Old Testament prophesied of Christ
C. The New Testament is the revelation of Christ
1. From the Incarnation (The Gospels)
2. To His life: His ministry; His death, His resurrection; His ascension (The Gospels)
3. The establishment and building of His church (Acts, Epistles)
4. The final Revelation of Christ (Revelation)

D. Summary: The Holy Spirit’s ministry is to glorify Jesus by disclosing the truth about Him, in the same way that Christ glorified the Father by revealing Him

E. Observation: to focus far more on His gifts and blessings to me misses the point and redirect His glory alone to another
Isaiah 42:8—I am the LORD, that is My name; I will not give My glory to another, Nor My praise to graven images.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Conclusion
If the Spirit’s role is to glorify Christ through the Word of God, how can it be any less our purpose to glorify Christ in communicate that to others?

2 Corinthians 3:18—But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.
Romans 8:26-30—In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; 27 and He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. 29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; 30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.
As genuine believers, we Love the word of God.  We believe the Word of God. We obey the word of God.  We have confidence and hope in the Word of God.  It contains all we need for life and Godliness.  
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