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Pleasing God in Suffering Series
Keep Fervent in Your Love
I Peter 4:1-11
Matthew 16:21–24  From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third day. 22 Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This shall never happen to You.” 23 But He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; for you are not setting your mind on God’s interests, but man’s.” 24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me."
3 actions of the person who wants to adopt God's perspective
[bookmark: _GoBack]I. Create the Right Mindset
Proverbs 4:23 - Watch over your heart with all diligence, for from it flow the springs of life. 
Matthew 15:8 - This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me.
A. A willingness to follow Christ
v. 4:1 - Therefore, since Christ…
1 Peter 2:21 - For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps, 
Philippians 2:5 - Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus.
B. An understanding that you are in a battle with your mind.
1 Peter 4:1 - Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same purpose…
hoplizo – "to arm oneself with weapons, to put on armor"
1 Peter 4:1 - Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of thinking, for whoever has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin,
1 Peter 4:1 - Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of thinking…
II. Choose the Right Desires
A. You are no longer living for the lusts of men
1 Peter 4:2 - so as to live the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for the lusts of men…
1 Peter 4:2 - so as to live the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for the lusts of men, but for the will of God. 
B. But instead you want to do the will of God, even if it involves suffering, and especially if that suffering reveals ways you need to change
1 Peter 2:24 - and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed. 
"If the goal of the Christian's life is the freedom from sin which comes at death, then he should live the remainder of his life on earth pursuing the holy will of God rather than the ungodly lusts of the flesh." (John MacArthur)
C. To the surprise and sometimes ridicule of those around you
1 Peter 4:4 - In all this, they are surprised that you do not run with them into the same excesses of dissipation, and they malign you; 
D. Knowing that someday we will all be judged for these choices
1 Peter 4:5-6 - but they will give account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 	For the gospel has for this purpose been preached even to those who are dead, that though they are judged in the flesh as men, they may live in the spirit according to the will of God. 
Revelation 3:20 - Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me. 
III. Cultivate the Right Lifestyle
A. Fervent love
1 Peter 4:8 - Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins. 
B. Joyful hospitality
1 Peter 4:9 - Be hospitable to one another without complaint. 
C. Gracious servants
1 Peter 4:10 - As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.
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