

The Gospel of John:
A Less than Welcoming Reception
John 7:25-36
Context
Jesus’ bold claims caused people to decide what exactly they thought about Him.  The effect was to divide people.  But that is exactly what He claimed He would do:—“Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I came to SET A MAN AGAINST HIS FATHER, AND A DAUGHTER AGAINST HER MOTHER, AND A DAUGHTER-IN-LAW AGAINST HER MOTHER-IN-LAW; 36 and A MAN’S ENEMIES WILL BE THE MEMBERS OF HIS HOUSEHOLD.” (Matthew 10:34-36; cf. Luke 12:49-53). 

There are six months remaining until the spring Passover where the people will in unison cry for His blood.  Ever since Jesus showed up in the temple two and a half years prior, there has been growing hostility with His teaching.  To accept His words would mean to likewise accept His indictment of their own sin and false understanding of the Mosaic Law.  They would have to acknowledge their apostasy, their hypocrisy, and their heretical thinking.  That was untenable in their minds.  And although they were resolved in their position, the general population was still rendering their verdict.  There was confusion and uncertainty about who exactly Jesus was.  That will be crystalized during the remaining months before the Passover where they would then be determined to crucify Him.  
John 7:25-36—So some of the people of Jerusalem were saying, “Is this not the man whom they are seeking to kill? 26 Look, He is speaking publicly, and they are saying nothing to Him. The rulers do not really know that this is the Christ, do they? 27 However, we know where this man is from; but whenever the Christ may come, no one knows where He is from.” 28 Then Jesus cried out in the temple, teaching and saying, “You both know Me and know where I am from; and I have not come of Myself, but He who sent Me is true, whom you do not know. 29 I know Him, because I am from Him, and He sent Me.” 30 So they were seeking to seize Him; and no man laid his hand on Him, because His hour had not yet come. 31 But many of the crowd believed in Him; and they were saying, “When the Christ comes, He will not perform more signs than those which this man has, will He?” 32 The Pharisees heard the crowd muttering these things about Him, and the chief priests and the Pharisees sent officers to seize Him. 33 Therefore Jesus said, “For a little while longer I am with you, then I go to Him who sent Me. 34 You will seek Me, and will not find Me; and where I am, you cannot come.” 35 The Jews then said to one another, “Where does this man intend to go that we will not find Him? He is not intending to go to the Dispersion among the Greeks, and teach the Greeks, is He? 36 What is this statement that He said, ‘You will seek Me, and will not find Me; and where I am, you cannot come’?”
3 ways in which the crowd responds

Confusion abounds, vv25-29

Some of the people knew well the leader’s intentions—many did not (v 20), v25

Some of the leaders listened but did nothing

v19—“Did not Moses give you the Law, and yet none of you carries out the Law? Why do you seek to kill Me?” 

Perhaps they were concerned of losing a debate
Perhaps they remember how He cleansed the temple (2:14-16)
Perhaps they thought it would start a riot—which the Romans would have blamed them

Jesus speaks publicly (boldly or confidently)

Isaiah 50:7-9—For the Lord GOD helps Me, Therefore, I am not disgraced; Therefore, I have set My face like flint, And I know that I will not be ashamed. 8 He who vindicates Me is near; Who will contend with Me? Let us stand up to each other; Who has a case against Me? Let him draw near to Me. 9 Behold, the Lord GOD helps Me; Who is he who condemns Me? Behold, they will all wear out like a garment; The moth will eat them.

The people were perplexed on why the rulers said nothing

No one will know where the Christ may come (v27)—really? 

They knew Him to be from Nazareth, but apparently not born in Bethlehem (Matthew 2:1; Micah 5:2)
Nor did they apparently know that He was from the line of David
A popular notion arose that the Messiah would suddenly show up and one would not know from where He came

Isaiah 53:8b—…And as for His generation, who considered
Malachi 3:1b—…And the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple

Jesus does not correct the error but deals with the hard heart and cries out

Cries out—yelling at the top of his lungs (37; 1:15; 12:44)

Jesus employs irony to say that “you know Me”

John 8:19—So they were saying to Him, “Where is Your Father?” Jesus answered, “You know neither Me nor My Father; if you knew Me, you would know My Father also.” 

Divided loyalties, vv30-32

Although they sought to seize Him, they could not, v30

Some in the crowd sought to seize Him in contrast to the officials attempting to do so in v32

They failed—why?

Humanly speaking: perhaps the crowd was protective (v31)
Divinely speaking: the Father’s providential hand

Job 23:13—But He is unique and who can turn Him? And what His soul desires, that He does.

Psalms 33:10-11—The LORD nullifies the counsel of the nations; He frustrates the plans of the peoples. 11 The counsel of the Lord stands forever, The plans of His heart from generation to generation.

Proverbs 19:21—Many plans are in a man’s heart,
But the counsel of the LORD will stand.

Isaiah 14:24—The LORD of hosts has sworn saying, “Surely, just as I have intended so it has happened, and just as I have planned so it will stand

Ephesians 1:11—also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will

Many of the crowd believe

What did they believe?

John 2:23-25—Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, many believed in His name, observing His signs which He was doing. 24 But Jesus, on His part, was not entrusting Himself to them, for He knew all men, 25 and because He did not need anyone to testify concerning man, for He Himself knew what was in man.

They ask a rhetorical question: “When the Christ comes, He will not perform more signs than those which this man has, will He?” (v31)

Isaiah 29:18—On that day the deaf will hear words of a book,
And out of their gloom and darkness the eyes of the blind will see.

Isaiah 35:5-6—Then the eyes of the blind will be opened And the ears of the deaf will be unstopped. 6 Then the lame will leap like a deer, And the tongue of the mute will shout for joy. For waters will break forth in the wilderness And streams in the Arabah.

Matthew 11:2-5— Now when John, while imprisoned, heard of the works of Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3 and said to Him, “Are You the Expected One, or shall we look for someone else?” 4 Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and report to John what you hear and see: 5 the BLIND RECEIVE SIGHT and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the POOR HAVE THE GOSPEL PREACHED TO THEM. 

John 3:2—this man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You have come from God as a teacher; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him.”

John 6:2—A large crowd followed Him, because they saw the signs which He was performing on those who were sick. 

Religious leaders (Pharisees, chief priests) seek to arrest Him

The Pharisees and the Sadducees were unified on very little; yet they were so on their hatred for Jesus 

John 11:47— Therefore the chief priests and the Pharisees convened a council, and were saying, “What are we doing? For this man is performing many signs. 

John 11:57—Now the chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders that if anyone knew where He was, he was to report it, so that they might seize Him.

Matthew 21:45-46—When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard His parables, they understood that He was speaking about them. 46 When they sought to seize Him, they feared the people, because they considered Him to be a prophet.

Matthew 27:62—Now on the next day, the day after the preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered together with Pilate

Temple guards were sent to arrest Him

Levites
Responsible for maintaining order
Hired by the Sanhedrin

Mocking disrespect, v33-36

Jesus continues to boldly speak truth about Himself, v33

His remaining time on earth is short

He will return to the Father
You will seek Me, but you will not find Me
Where I go, you cannot come

John 8:21—Then He said again to them, “I go away, and you will seek Me, and will die in your sin; where I am going, you cannot come.”

John 13:33— Little children, I am with you a little while longer.
You will seek Me; and as I said to the Jews, now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 

John 13:36—Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, where are You going?” Jesus answered, “Where I go, you cannot follow Me now; but you will follow later.” 

They should have listened to the warning; instead, they ridicule and scoff 
John 7:35-36—The Jews then said to one another, “Where does this man intend to go that we will not find Him? He is not intending to go to the Dispersion among the Greeks, and teach the Greeks, is He? 36 What is this statement that He said, ‘You will seek Me, and will not find Me; and where I am, you cannot come’?”
Would the Messiah go to the Gentiles?  Ridiculous! 

Greeks—likely proselytes Gentiles to Judaism

It was because of Israel’s spiritual blindness in rejecting the Messiah that the gospel would indeed reach the Gentiles who had no interest in Judaism.  

Romans 11:7-11—What then? What Israel is seeking, it has not obtained, but those who were chosen obtained it, and the rest were hardened; 8 just as it is written,  “GOD GAVE THEM A SPIRIT OF STUPOR, EYES TO SEE NOT AND EARS TO HEAR NOT, DOWN TO THIS VERY DAY.” 9 And David says, “LET THEIR TABLE BECOME A SNARE AND A TRAP, AND A STUMBLING BLOCK AND A RETRIBUTION TO THEM. 10 “LET THEIR EYES BE DARKENED TO SEE NOT, AND BEND THEIR BACKS FOREVER.” 11 I say then, they did not stumble so as to fall, did they? May it never be! But by their transgression salvation has come to the Gentiles, to make them jealous.

Jesus’ point: Seek Him while He may be found

Isaiah 55:6—Seek the LORD while He may be found; Call upon Him while He is near.
2 Corinthians 6:2—for He says, “AT THE ACCEPTABLE TIME I LISTENED TO YOU, AND ON THE DAY OF SALVATION I HELPED YOU.”
Hebrews 4:7—He again fixes a certain day, “Today,” saying through David after so long a time just as has been said before, “TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS.”
Hebrews 3:15—while it is said, “TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS, AS WHEN THEY PROVOKED ME.”
John 6:35, 37—Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me will never thirst…. 37 All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out. 


