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Counsel in Responding Well to Authority
Titus 3:1-3

Titus 3:1-3—Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good deed, 2 to malign no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing every consideration for all men. 3 For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another. 
2 Peter 1:10-15—Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble; for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you. Therefore, I will always be ready to remind you of these things, even though you already know them, and have been established in the truth which is present with you. I consider it right, as long as I am in this earthly dwelling, to stir you up by way of reminder, knowing that the laying aside of my earthly dwelling is imminent, as also our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. And I will also be diligent that at any time after my departure you will be able to call these things to mind. 

7 reminders on responding to authority biblically
I. Be Subject to Rulers and Authorities, v3:1a
A.   Defined: be subject (huppotasso)—a military term; to line up in rank under
B.   Understand it in context
II. Be Obedient, v3:1b
A. Defined—denotes obedience due both to men and to God

B. Supporting passages
Romans 13:1—Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God. 
Colossians 3:18–24—Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered against them. Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord. Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so that they will not lose heart. Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters on earth, not with external service, as those who merely please men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve. 
C. Purpose is gospel focused 
Ephesians 5:21—and be subject to one another in the [b]fear of Christ.
D.   Not done in violation of God’s written word
Acts 5:29—But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. 
III. Be Ready for Every Good Deed, v3:1c
A. Defined: that which one normally does—‘work, task.’

B. Repeated message in Titus—cf. Titus 1:8,14; 2:14

C. Supporting passages
1 Corinthians 15:58—Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.
Galatians 6:9-10—Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not grow weary. 10 So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith.
Colossians 1:28—We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ. 
2 Corinthians 5:17–21—Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 
IV. Malign No One, v3:2a
A.   Defined (blasphemeo)— to speak against someone in such a way as to harm or injure his or her reputation (occurring in relation to persons as well as to divine beings)—‘to revile, to defame, to blaspheme, reviling.’[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Louw, J. P., & Nida, E. A. (1996). Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament: based on semantic domains (electronic ed. of the 2nd edition., Vol. 1, p. 433). New York: United Bible Societies.] 

B.   Supporting passages
Ephesians 4:29—Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification [v]according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear.
Ephesians 4:31—Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.
Colossians 3:8—But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your mouth.
V.  Be Peaceable, v3:2b
A.   Defined (amoxas)—“moxa” means to fight, quarrel [“a” means it negates]; pertaining to a lack of conflict and contention—‘not contentious, peaceful.’[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid, p. 495] 

B. Supporting passage

Matthew 5:9—Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
VI. Be Gentle, v3:3c
A. Defined (epieikes)—that which is moderate, fair, and forbearing – “sweet reasonableness”;’[footnoteRef:3] pertaining to being gracious and forbearing—‘gentle, gracious, forbearing.’[footnoteRef:4]
 [3:  Ibid.]  [4:  Ibid, p. 748.] 

B. Supporting passages

Isaiah 40:11—Like a shepherd He will tend His flock,
In His arm He will gather the lambs
And carry them in His bosom;
He will gently lead the nursing ewes.
Matthew 11:29—Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS.
2 Corinthians 10:1—Now I, Paul, myself urge you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ—I who am [a]meek when face to face with you, but bold toward you when absent!
Galatians 5:22—But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
VII. Show Every Consideration for All Men, v3:3d
A. Defined—gentleness of attitude and behavior, in contrast with harshness in one’s dealings with others—‘gentleness, meekness, mildness.

B. Supporting passages
1 Corinthians 9:19—For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I may win more.
Galatians 6:10—So then, [a]while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith.
I Thessalonians  5:14-15—We urge you, brethren, admonish the [k]unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with everyone. 15 See that no one repays another with evil for evil, but always seek after that which is good for one another and for all people.
[bookmark: _GoBack]1 Peter2:17—Honor all people, love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king.

Philippians 2:14-15—Do all things without grumbling or disputing;  so that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world…
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