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[bookmark: _GoBack] Seeking God’s Plan for Our Stewardship –
The Foundation of Our Discipline – 
Delighting in our Savior 
1 Corinthians 4:2 - Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful. 
Four Key Principles of Stewardship 
1. God owns everything, you own nothing. 
2. God entrusts you with everything you have. 
3. You can either increase or diminish what God has given you; God wants you to increase it. 
4. You can be called into account at any time, and it may be today. 
1 Timothy 4:7 - …discipline yourself for the purpose of godliness; 
2 Peter 1:12-15 - Therefore, I will always be ready to remind you of these things, even though you already know them, and have been established in the truth which is present with you. I consider it right, as long as I am in this earthly dwelling, to stir you up by way of reminder, knowing that the laying aside of my earthly dwelling is imminent, as also our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. And I will also be diligent that at any time after my departure you will be able to call these things to mind. 
3 principles to help us develop a disciplined life for the right reason: 
I. We Choose the Object of Our Delight 
A. The meaning of delight 
anag – “to enjoy, be fond of, take pleasure in an object, implying desirability…” 
Psalm 37:4 – Delight yourself in the LORD. 
B. An invitation to come to the table 
Psalm 34:8 - O taste and see that the Lord is good; how blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him! 
“When principles or steps wander from Christ himself, they become self-serving guidelines. They make our marriages, families, friendships, and work go better, but the goal is our own betterment more than the glory of God… ‘Be good’ and ‘Do right’ are fine messages, but when they stand alone they have more in common with the Boy Scouts' Handbook than Scripture. Remember that in the Bible, ‘This is who God is and what He has done’ always precedes ‘This is what you must do.’ Action follows our knowledge of God and trust in Him. It is as if God has said to us, ‘Now that you have seen who I am, you will want to love Me in return…’” Addictions: a Banquet in the Grave, Edward T. Welch, P. 155 
II. Delighting in God Begins in the Soul but it Can Never Remain There 
A. The individual emphasis 
1. It is personal 
v. 1 – I will bless the Lord… 
v. 1 – (His praise shall be continually) …in my mouth 
2. It is continual 
v. 1 – at all times 
v. 1 – continually be in my mouth 
3. It is genuine 
v. 2 – My soul will make its boast in the Lord… 
“We approach the Bible with a ‘where can I find a verse on ___________’ mentality. We forget that the only hope the principles offer rests on the Person, Jesus Christ... We cannot treat the Bible as a collection of therapeutic insights. To do so distorts its message and will not lead to lasting change. If a system could give us what we need, Jesus would never have come… He is the only answer, so we must never offer a message that is less than the good news. We don't offer people a system; we point them to a Redeemer.” Instruments in the Redeemer's Hands, Paul David Tripp, P. 8 & 9 
B. The corporate emphasis 
1. The impact on others 
v. 2b – The humble will hear it and rejoice. 
2. The power of “corporate delight” 
Psalm 34:3 - O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His name together. 
Psalm 34:7 - The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear Him, and rescues them. 
“Where the Lord calls for change, connect those specific changes to what God is doing. Whenever you need to change, put the Redeemer in the center of the picture… Don't ever degenerate into giving advice unconnected to the good news of Jesus crucified, alive, present, at work, and returning.” 
“Ephesians gives us no Reader's Digest list of ‘six principles for successful marital conversation’ or ‘four keys to getting your life organized.’ Such advice is often reasonably OK, though rather pale and powerless.” Seeing With New Eyes, David Powlison, page 43 
III. Delighting in the Lord is a Firm Foundation for Spiritual Growth and Vitality 
A. This is a lesson “young lions” need to learn 
1. Delighting in falsehood – Psalm 62:4 
Psalm 62:4 - They have counseled only to thrust him down from his high position; they delight in falsehood; they bless with their mouth, but inwardly they curse. 
2. Delighting in scoffing – Proverbs 1:22 
Proverbs 1:22 - How long, O naive ones, will you love being simple-minded? And scoffers delight themselves in scoffing and fools hate knowledge? 
3. Delight in doing evil – Proverbs 2:14 
Proverbs 2:14 - Who delight in doing evil and rejoice in the perversity of evil; 
John Piper – “Sin is what we do when we are not satisfied in God.” 
4. Delight in sexual sin – Proverbs 7:18 
Proverbs 7:18 - Come, let us drink our fill of love until morning; Let us delight ourselves with caresses. 
Proverbs 7:21-23 - With her many persuasions she entices him; with her flattering lips she seduces him. Suddenly he follows her as an ox goes to the slaughter, or as one in fetters to the discipline of a fool, until an arrow pierces through his liver; as a bird hastens to the snare, so he does not know that it will cost him his life. 
B. Righteousness that is built on a growing love for Christ will stand the test of time 
Proverbs 37:6 – He will bring forth your righteousness as the light and your judgment as the noonday. 
“It is a dreary holiness indeed that is merely resisting sin. The joy of holiness is found in having heard a sweeter song… This is the true meaning of grace…Grace is the work of the Holy Spirit in transforming our desires so that knowing Jesus becomes sweeter than illicit sex, sweeter than money and what it can buy, sweeter than every fruitless joy. Grace is God satisfying our souls with his Son so that we're ruined for anything else!” One Thing (Developing a Passion for the Beauty of God), Sam Storms, pg. 123 & 140 

“Holiness does not come merely by creating a list of moral taboos and then exerting our willpower to resist them. ‘Just Say No’ alone doesn't work. Of course, we must say ‘No.’ Please don't misunderstand me. But lasting, meaningful victory will come only if there is something more enticing to which we can say ‘Yes!’ …We must swallow up the flicker of sin's pleasure in the forest fire of holy satisfaction. The only thing that will ultimately break the power of sin is passion for Jesus. The only thing that will guard me from being entrapped by sin is being entranced by Jesus. In other words, the key to holiness is falling in love!” Pleasures Evermore, Sam Storms, p. 31-32
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