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Joyfully Serve Your Master
Philippians 4:10-23
3 joyful reasons to serve Christ
I. Your Sharing
Philippians 4:10—But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly
Philippians 4:14—you have done well to share with me
Philippians 4:15—no church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving but you alone
A. You have concern
4:10—you have revived your concern for me
Definition (Greek – phronein): to think, have in mind, think the thoughts of, have one’s mind controlled by
2:2—make my joy complete by being of the same mind
2:5—Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus…
B. You have opportunity
4:10—But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at last you have revived your concern for me; indeed, you were concerned before, but you lacked opportunity. 
C. You share in affliction
4:14—Nevertheless, you have done well to share with me in my affliction. 
D. You believe that God will bless
4:17—Not that I seek the gift itself, but I seek for the profit which increases to your account. 
Matthew 6:19-20—Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal…
E. You believe God is well pleased
Philippians 4:18—But I have received everything in full and have an abundance; I am amply supplied, having received from Epaphroditus what you have sent, a fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God. 
F. You believe God will supply
Philippians 4:19—And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 
II. Your Contentment
A. [bookmark: _GoBack]Definition: (Greek— autárkēs) properly, self-sufficient, content in the sense of being satisfied because living in God's content (fulness). This inward sufficiency is as valid in "low times" (suffering) as in "high times" (temporal prosperity).
B. Use in Scripture 
1 Timothy 6:8—If we have food and covering, with these we shall be content. 
Hebrews 13:5—Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, “I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,” 
2 Corinthians 12:10—Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ’s sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong. 
C. Learning curve
Philippians 4:11–12—Not that I speak from want, for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am. I know how to get along with humble means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need. 
D. Possible through Christ
Philippians 4:13—I can do all things through Him who strengthens me. 
III. Your Serving 
A. For the glory of God
Philippians 4:20—Now to our God and Father be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
B. With the saints
Philippians 4:21—Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. The brethren who are with me greet you. 
C. Especially those of Ceasar’s household
Philippians 4:22—All the saints greet you, especially those of Caesar’s household. 
D. Bookended in grace
Philippians 1:2—Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Philippians 4:23—The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.
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