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I John 2:7-14
I. Love Defined
A. Agape (or agapaw) Love–-sacrificial, giving love
John 3:16— For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 
B. Old Commandment
1 John 2:7— Beloved, I am not writing a new commandment to you, but an old commandment which you have had from the beginning; the old commandment is the word which you have heard. 
Leviticus 19:18— You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the sons of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself; I am the LORD.
C. New Commandment
1 John 2:8— On the other hand, I am writing a new commandment to you, which is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away and the true Light is already shining. 
1. Christ elevated the bar to love others
2. Christ embodied love
3. Christ extended this command





II. Love Directed 
A. Hating others results in darkness and blindness
1 John 2:9— The one who says he is in the Light and yet hates his brother is in the darkness until now. 
1 John 2:11— But the one who hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not know where he is going because the darkness has blinded his eyes. 
B. Loving others results in a sure path
III. Love Distinction
A. All Believers
1. Their sins have been forgiven for His name’s sake, v. 12
2. They know the Father, v. 14
B. Older Believers
1. They know Him who was from the beginning, v. 13
2. They know Him who was from the beginning, v. 14
C. Younger Believers
1. They have overcome the evil one, v. 13
2. They are strong, and the Word of God abides in them, and they have overcome the world, v. 14
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