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Your Weeping Turned to Joy
John 16:16-22

Context
The comfort and care of Jesus for His own is beyond what we could even imagine.  Tender and merciful is His care for us.

Isaiah 40:11—Like a shepherd He will tend His flock, In His arm He will gather the lambs And carry them in His bosom; He will gently lead the nursing ewes.

Hebrews 4:15— For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. 

His desire, purpose, and ministry provide incredible comfort.  Not only is the work of Christ to comfort, but His sending of the Holy Spirit as the resident Comforter likewise is an incalculable gift.  

In this passage, we see the Lord seeking the joy of His people.  
4 statements made to assure the disciples of coming joy
Jesus prophetically tells them what to expect
John 16:16—“A little while, and you will no longer see Me; and again a little while, and you will see Me.” 
A little while
The Lord selflessly gives them hope and joy
Philippians 2:3-4—Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; 4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. 5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus… 
Meaning:
John 7:33—Therefore Jesus said, “For a little while longer I am with you, then I go to Him who sent Me. 
John 12:35—So Jesus said to them, “For a little while longer the Light is among you. Walk while you have the Light, so that darkness will not overtake you; he who walks in the darkness does not know where he goes.
John 13:33—Little children, I am with you a little while longer. You will seek Me; and as I said to the Jews, now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 
Does He mean the resurrection?
Does He mean the second coming?
Does He mean the Spirit will be in them because He goes to the Father? (v17)

The Spirit comes on the day of Pentecost      (Acts 2)

IOW, you will see Me because I go to the Father; (His ascension) not because I rise from the dead; not because I return from heaven; But you will see Me because I go to the Father.

After accomplishing the work of redemption and ascending to heaven, Jesus sent His Spirit to be with the disciples.

Christ came to them through the ministry of the Holy Spirit, who is the “Spirit of Christ”

Romans 8:9—However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.
Galatians 4:6—Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 
Philippians 1:19—for I know that this will turn out for my deliverance through your prayers and the provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ
Summary: “‘A little while and you will no longer see Me, because I will ascend to My Father. And a little while after that you will see Me, because I will come in the form of the Holy Spirit.’” That is the only possible interpretation, because of His words at the end of verse 17, “‘because I go to the Father.’”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  MacArthur, John. The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, John 12-21. 214-215.] 

He will come to us in the form of the Holy Spirit of truth (Trinitarian understanding)
John 14:17-18— that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you. 18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.” 
John 16:13-14—But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. 14 He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you. 
Words at the end of v17, “‘because I go to the Father.’”
The Lord’s presence with His people through the Spirit is permanent
Matthew 28:20—teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.
The disciples are confused 
John 16:17-19—”Some of His disciples then said to one another, “What is this thing He is telling us, ‘A little while, and you will not see Me; and again a little while, and you will see Me’; and, ‘because I go to the Father’?” 18 So they were saying, “What is this that He says, ‘A little while’? We do not know what He is talking about.” 19 Jesus knew that they wished to question Him, and He said to them, “Are you deliberating together about this, that I said, ‘A little while, and you will not see Me, and again a little while, and you will see Me’? 
Out of the silence of the disciples comes confusion
Jesus knew exactly what they were thinking
The disciples wanted to question Jesus
He wants to alleviate their ignorance and comfort them in their sorrow
Isaiah 65:24—It will also come to pass that before they call, I will answer; and while they are still speaking, I will hear. 
Where for us all is clear, for them all was mysterious.   If Jesus wishes to found the Messianic kingdom, why go away?  If He does not wish it, why return?[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Godet, Frederic Louis Commentary on John’s Gospel, 875.] 

Jesus gives a parable to help them understand 

John 16:20-22—Truly, truly, I say to you, that you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice; you will grieve, but your grief will be turned into joy. 21 Whenever a woman is in labor she has pain, because her hour has come; but when she gives birth to the child, she no longer remembers the anguish because of the joy that a child has been born into the world. 22 Therefore you too have grief now; but I will see you again, and your heart will rejoice, and no one will take your joy away from you.
Before the parable, truly truly
It underscored the importance of what is to be said
Meaning: Amen, Amen; For sure, for sure (used 25 times)—As opposed to the errors of apostate Judaism, this is going to happen
The disciples would lament; they would weep and cry
John 20:11—But Mary was standing outside the tomb weeping; and so, as she wept, she stooped and looked into the tomb (Cf. Luke 24:17-21)
At the same time, the world will rejoice—here specifically the Jewish leaders and the apostate nation followed them
They said they would believe if He came down from the cross (Matthew 27:42)
When He appeared three days later, they falsely covered it up with a lie (Matthew 28:11-15)
The same event that caused their grief also brought them the joy 
Joy at the resurrection
Joy at the ascension
Joy at the coming of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost—that joy was an unending source of joy that helped them rightly understand the cross
Galatians 6:14—But may it never be that I would boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 
The parable of joy in childbirth
Genesis 3:16—To the woman He said, “I will greatly multiply Your pain  in childbirth, In pain you will bring forth children; Yet your desire will be for your husband, And he will rule over you.”
Grief turns to joy after the birth 
Incredible joy that follows
In the same way, their anguish would be turned to joy—your heart will rejoice		
Key concept: Jesus’ knowledge of them is more important than and foundational to their knowledge of Him
Galatians 4:9—But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how is it that you turn back again to the weak and worthless elemental things, to which you desire to be enslaved all over again? 


That’s really important because NO ONE will take your joy from you
That joy would last greater than the 40 day window between His resurrection and ascension
At Pentecost, for them, their joy would be permanently indwelling them
Galatians 5:22—But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness
1 Thessalonians 1:6—You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit
Nothing can undo the work of grace brought through the power of the cross

Jesus gives them prayer promises 
John 16:23-24—In that day you will not question Me about anything. Truly, truly, I say to you, if you ask the Father for anything in My name, He will give it to you. 24 Until now you have asked for nothing in My name; ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be made full.
In that day you will not question Me…
Again, this is unlikely during the 40 day window, because they likely had many questions
Acts 1:3—To these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty days and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God.
After His ascension, they would not be physically able to ask questions
Moreover, the resident Holy Spirit would guide them in all the truth
v13—But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. 
Summary: they would understand at last why Jesus had to die.  They would understand His relationship with the Father in greater clarity.  They would understand why it was better that Jesus depart so that the Spirit might come.  They would understand the cross, the resurrection and the atonement in far greater detail so as to be able to write of them in the inspired NT.
If you ask the Father for anything in My name…
He had communicated this truth three times that night
14:13—Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 
15:16—You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you. 
Praying in a way that is consistent with His will and purpose
Not a formula
Not an add on to a prayer
It is an affirmation of our complete dependence on Him for every need
In the end, it is to pray for His glory to be on display

Until this point, they had asked nothing in His name
Why? So that [purpose clause] your joy may be made full
Answered prayer is a powerful force to turn sorrow to joy
That provided only by the finished work of Christ on the believers behalf
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Conclusion
Despite the pending suffering and ultimate death of the Savior, Jesus is comforting the anxious and distraught disciples with lavish promises and hope.  There would be pain associated with His departure (especially the cruel way in which He will die); however, there was the promise that this same event would bring incalculable joy.  They would see Him again soon in the arrival of the Holy Spirit.  He likewise promised that… “lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20). 
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