

The Gospel of John:
Spoken Like No One Else
John 7:37-52
Context
In the final hours of Jesus’ life, He appeared before Pilate who pronounced the final sentence to have Him crucified.  Pilate was in a difficult position.  He examined Jesus and said, “I find no guilt in this man” (Luke 23:4). Three times he says this man in innocent.  Yet, the crowd was screaming for His death.  In frustration, Pilate asks the crowd, “What shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” (Matthew 27:22).

That question needs to be asked and correctly answered by every person—what do we do with Jesus?  Pilate got it wrong.  And in so doing, he condemned himself.  In like manner, people today will get it wrong, and will sadly deal with the corresponding consequences. 

The biblical response to that question is “Confess with your mouth Jesus and Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the Dead, and you will be saved” (Romans 10:9).  

In this text, Jesus provides an invitation to the people at the Feast in Jerusalem at the temple on that last day of the celebration: “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink” (v37b).  Throughout His ministry, He continually called people to Himself.  The crowd (then and now) responded in one of four ways.  
John 7:37-52—Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. 38 He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.’” 39 But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.40 Some of the people therefore, when they heard these words, were saying, “This certainly is the Prophet.” 41 Others were saying, “This is the Christ.” Still others were saying, “Surely the Christ is not going to come from Galilee, is He? 42 Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the descendants of David, and from Bethlehem, the village where David was?” 43 So a division occurred in the crowd because of Him. 44 Some of them wanted to seize Him, but no one laid hands on Him. 45 The officers then came to the chief priests and Pharisees, and they said to them, “Why did you not bring Him?” 46 The officers answered, “Never has a man spoken the way this man speaks.” 47 The Pharisees then answered them, “You have not also been led astray, have you? 48 No one of the rulers or Pharisees has believed in Him, has he? 49 But this crowd which does not know the Law is accursed.” 50 Nicodemus (he who came to Him before, being one of them) said to them, 51 “Our Law does not judge a man unless it first hears from him and knows what he is doing, does it?” 52 They answered him, “You are not also from Galilee, are you? Search, and see that no prophet arises out of Galilee.” 

The Invitation
Public Invite—“If anyone”

Living Water—come to Me and drink

Isaiah 12:3—Therefore you will joyously draw water From the springs of salvation.

Isaiah 55:1—Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; And you who have no money come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.
Jesus cries out—a passionate, loud plea to the crowd

Last day of the feast

The significance of the timing

Leviticus 23:36—For seven days you shall present an offering by fire to the LORD. On the eighth day you shall have a holy convocation and present an offering by fire to the LORD; it is an assembly. You shall do no laborious work.

Booths

Leviticus 23:42—You shall live in booths for seven days; all the native-born in Israel shall live in booths

Nehemiah 8:14—They found written in the law how the LORD had commanded through Moses that the sons of Israel should live in booths during the feast of the seventh month.

Water

Exodus 17:6—“Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb; and you shall strike the rock, and water will come out of it, that the people may drink.” And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel.

Numbers 20:8-11—“Take the rod; and you and your brother Aaron assemble the congregation and speak to the rock before their eyes, that it may yield its water. You shall thus bring forth water for them out of the rock and let the congregation and their beasts drink.” 9 So Moses took the rod from before the LORD, just as He had commanded him; 10 and Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly before the rock. And he said to them, “Listen now, you rebels; shall we bring forth water for you out of this rock?” 11 Then Moses lifted up his hand and struck the rock twice with his rod; and water came forth abundantly, and the congregation and their beasts drank.

Symbolic of future rain

Jesus stands—rabbis normally sat when they taught

Matthew 5:1— When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain; and after He sat down, His disciples came to Him.

Matthew 13:2—And large crowds gathered to Him, so He got into a boat and sat down, and the whole crowd was standing on the beach.

Marching around the altar 7 times to symbolize the end of the wilderness wandering and the conquest of Jericho

3 key words in the invitation

Thirst—one must recognize the spiritual need by thirsting
Matthew 5:6— “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. (cf. Is 55:1)

Come—one must come to the only source of living water.
Mark 10:17— As He was setting out on a journey, a man ran up to Him and knelt before Him, and asked Him, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 

Drink—appropriate Him. Take Him in by faith. 

Those who believe will become rivers flowing with living water

Proverbs 11:25—The generous man will be prosperous, And he who waters will himself be watered. (Cf. Ezekiel 47:1-9; Zechariah 13:1)

Not yet glorified (His ascension into glory)

John 12:16—These things His disciples did not understand at the first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things were written of Him, and that they had done these things to Him.

John 17:4-5—These things His disciples did not understand at the first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things were written of Him, and that they had done these things to Him. 

Acts 1:9-11—And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. 10 And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was going, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them. 11 They also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven.”

The Spirit will be given

John 16:7—But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you. 

Acts 1:4—Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, “Which,” He said, “you heard of from Me”

4 ways in which people respond to Jesus’ invitation
Those who believe, vv40-41a

He is The Prophet

Deuteronomy 18:15-18—“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your countrymen, you shall listen to him. 16 This is according to all that you asked of the LORD your God in Horeb on the day of the assembly, saying, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God, let me not see this great fire anymore, or I will die.’ 17 The LORD said to me, ‘They have spoken well. 18 I will raise up a prophet from among their countrymen like you, and I will put My words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. 

He is the Christ

They had earlier been intimidated by the religious leaders (John 7:13; 9:22; 12:42) 

Now become convinced of Jesus’ true identity

2 Kings 19:30-31—The surviving remnant of the house of Judah will again take root downward and bear fruit upward. 31 For out of Jerusalem will go forth a remnant, and out of Mount Zion survivors. The zeal of the LORD will perform this.

Luke 12:32—Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has chosen gladly to give you the kingdom.

Those who do not believe, vv41b-44

From Galilee—seriously? 

The Christ will come as a descendent of David
2 Samuel 7:12; Ps 89:3-4; Isaiah 11:1, et al; Matthew 1 (Mary); Luke 3 (Joseph)

The Christ will be from Bethlehem
(Micah 5:2; Matthew 2:3-6)

A division arose

John 3:18—He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 

1 John 5:10—The one who believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself; the one who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has given concerning His Son.

They try to seize Him, but no one laid hands on Him

Those who are unsure, v45-49

Although sent to arrest Jesus, the officers came back empty-handed

The leaders demanded an explanation

Never have we seen this

Matthew 7:28—When Jesus had finished these words, the crowds were amazed at His teaching; 

Mark 1:22—They were amazed at His teaching; for He was teaching them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 

Luke 4:32—and they were amazed at His teaching, for His message was with authority.

We don’t know what to do with Him

Then a scathing rebuke and shame to the officers, v47

Followed by a rebuke of the crowd—they’re gullible, uneducated and simple-minded, v48

Those who are in process, vv50-52

Nicodemus goes out on a limb

Is it possible that “one of their own” may be leaning toward believing

He doesn’t overtly indicate his belief in Jesus

John 19:39—Nicodemus, who had first come to Him by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds weight. 

He does make a bold “point of order” statement to the others

Acts 25:16—I answered them that it is not the custom of the Romans to hand over any man before the accused meets his accusers face to face and has an opportunity to make his defense against the charges. 

Another scathing rebuke--Galileans were despised, unsophisticated without anything good coming from the area.  

No prophet comes from Galilee (again)—really?

Jonah, Nahum, Hosea, possibly others (2 Kings 14:25; Cf Joshua 19:10)

When a person’s mind is already made up, they see no need to seek the truth.[footnoteRef:1]
 [1:  The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, John 1-11, John MacArthur, p. 320.] 

John 7:17—If anyone is willing to do His will, he will know of the teaching, whether it is of God or whether I speak from Myself.

How useless is knowledge in religion, if it is not accompanied by grace in the heart.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Expository Thoughts on the Gospel of John, Vol 2, JC Ryle, p.37.] 



