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Stewardship of Worry
Matthew 6:25-34
Stewardship is God-given responsibility with accountability.
The Four Factors of Stewardship
1. God owns everything, you own nothing.
2. God entrusts you with everything you have.
3. You can either increase or diminish what God has given you—He wants you to increase it.
4. God can call you into account at any time—it may be today.
Overview of Understanding Worry
· Three of the most common struggles we all face in life are worry, fear and anxiety.  

Worry—to have an anxious concern, based on apprehension about possible danger or misfortune[footnoteRef:1]; it literally means a divided mind [1:  Louw, J. P., & Nida, E. A. (1996). Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament: based on semantic domains (electronic ed. of the 2nd edition., Vol. 1, p. 312). New York: United Bible Societies.] 

Fear—a powerful and habitual focus on a perceived danger or loss that prevents us from properly loving God and others 
(cf. 1 Corinthians 10:13; Psalm 55:4-6)
· These struggles are often associated with what we treasure. 
· Instead of fearing God, we fear the loss of what we value. 
Proverbs 1:7—The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; Fools despise wisdom and instruction. 
Proverbs 3:7—Do not be wise in your own eyes, fear the Lord, and turn away from evil. 
Jonah 4:10-11—But the Lord said, “You have been concerned about this plant, though you did not tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. And should I not have concern for the great city of Nineveh, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left—and also many animals?” 
Matthew 23:37-38—“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who have been sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling. 38 Behold, your house is being left to you desolate!”
· God wants us to be concerned about the right things.  
· God tells us not to worry.  
Joshua 1:9—“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not be terrified nor dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”
Matthew 6:25—For this reason I say to you, do not be worried about your life… 
Philippians 4:6—Do not be anxious about anything… 
Luke 1:30—The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God.” 
John 14:27—Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful. 
3 truths to steward worry in a biblical way
5 times in this short passage we are instructed not to worry:
Matthew 6:25—…do not be worried about your life…
Matthew 6:27—And who of you by being worried… 
Matthew 6:28—why are you worried about clothing? 
Matthew 6:31—Do not worry then… 
Matthew 6:34—So do not worry about tomorrow… 
I. The consequences of worry 

A. Produces nothing good 
Matthew 6:27—And who of you by being worried can add a single hour to his life? 
B. Compounds the problem 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Matthew 6:34—So do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own
II. No one cares for you more than our God 
 
A. God’s blessings are greater than your concerns 
Hebrews 13:5-6—Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, “I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,” so that we confidently say, “The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid. What will man do to me?”
B. Evidenced by His care for the lesser 

Matthew 6:26—Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth much more than they?

C. Will He not much more care for you?
Matthew 6:28-30—And why are you worried about clothing? Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil nor do they spin, yet I say to you that not even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not much more clothe you? You of little faith!

D. Ask God to increase your faith 

Matthew 6:31-32—Do not worry then, saying, “What will we eat?” or “What will we drink?” or “What will we wear for clothing?” For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.

Luke 17:5—The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!”
III. Believe in His care for you by acting in faith 

A. Seek first His kingdom

Matthew 6:33—But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be provided to you.

Philippians 4:20—And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 

B. Make your requests known to God 

1. Do so humbly 

1 Peter 5:6-7—Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time, casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you. 

2. Do so knowing peace will come 
Philippians 4:6-7—Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
C. Faith moves us outward not inward to love others vs. what we might lose 
1 John 4:10-11, 18-19—In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another…There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love. We love, because He first loved us.
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