[image: Bridgewater Community Church-logo.jpg]Pastor Mark Pitman
November 9, 2014


Living Life Together by Taking the Next Step
 in our Financial Earning[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Dr Rob Green] 


4 Key Principles of Stewardship
1. God owns everything, you own nothing.
2. God entrusts you with everything you have.
3. You can either increase or diminish what God has given you; God wants you to increase it.
4. You can be called into account at any time, and it may be today.

Taking the Next Step in Financial Earning is about working wholeheartedly for the Lord.  
I. Seek to obey your boss and resist the temptation to say “I know better how I should use my time” (v. 22a)
A. Even when your plans have to change

B. Even when your ideas are better
II. Seek to give God Glory and Praise rather than seek to get it for yourself (v. 22b)
A. Even if you think you deserve it

B. Even if you think you have great abilities in your own mind
Deuteronomy 8:6-18  

The point is that everything we have, everything we are is based on the gracious purposes of God.  
III. Seek to earn with a commitment to the Lord rather than merely because “I said so” (v. 22c)
IV. Seek to do your best in earning for the Lord rather than be lazy (v. 23)
“The implication is that one of the chief dangers of the slave status was a lack of personal motivation which made all work a drudgery provided grudgingly, with lack of effort and always with a view to doing as little as one could get away with.” 
V. Seek to do your best at all you do even if it is not your favorite thing to do (v.23) 
VI. Seek the Lord in your earning looking for the reward to come rather than the present one (v. 24)
[bookmark: _GoBack]VII. Whether Boss or Employee understand that one reaps what one sows (v. 25)
Summary:  

Living Life Together by taking the Next Step in our Financial Earning is first and foremost about living worthy of the Gospel … and that is working wholeheartedly for the Lord.
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