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Counsel from the Gospel
Titus 3:3-7

Titus 3:3-7—For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another. 4 But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared, 5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs [a]according to the hope of eternal life.
3 central truths on the gospel
I. The Problem
A. Our sinful condition, v. 3
1. Foolish
Gr: Anoetos—complete lack of understanding, total ignorance in regard to a particular area of knowledge; pertaining to unwillingness to use one’s mental faculties in order to understand—‘foolish, stupid, without understanding.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Louw, J. P., & Nida, E. A. (1996). Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament: based on semantic domains (electronic ed. of the 2nd edition., Vol. 1, p. 385). New York: United Bible Societies.] 

Proverbs 22:15—Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; the rod of discipline will remove it far from him. 
Jeremiah 4:22—For My people are foolish, They know Me not; They are stupid children And have no understanding. They are shrewd to do evil, But to do good they do not know
(cf. Proverbs 1:22-23, 8:5, 9:6)
2. Disobedient
Ephesians 2:1-3—And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.
1 Peter 1:14—As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance
3. Deceived
Revelation 12:9—and the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world
(cf. Isaiah 44:20, Luke 21:8, Galatians 6:3; James 1:26; Rev 12:9)
4. Enslaved to various lusts and pleasures
Romans 6:19—For just as you presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness, resulting in further lawlessness
John 8:32—Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin.
(cf. Romans 6:17, 2) 
5. Spending our lives in malice and envy
Romans 1:29-31—being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 31 without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful
2 Corinthians 12:20—For I am afraid that perhaps when I come I may find you to be not what I wish and may be found by you to be not what you wish; that perhaps there will be strife, jealousy, angry tempers, disputes, slanders, gossip, arrogance, disturbances
6. Hateful
2 Timothy 3:2-3— For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good
7. Hating one another
B. Our standing before God
Romans 3:23—for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
Galatians 3:24—Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith. 
II. The Solution 
A. “BUT GOD”, v. 3:4
Ephesians 2:4-6—But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus
Psalm 86:15—But You, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, Slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness and truth.
I Corinthians 1:18—For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
John 3:17—For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.
B. His kindness and love appeared, v. 3:4
1. Kindness of God
Gr: Chrestotes—to provide something beneficial for someone as an act of kindness[footnoteRef:2]; genuine goodness and generosity of heart, His loving, benevolent, and entirely gracious concern to draw us to Himself [2:  Ibid, p. 749.] 

Titus 2:11—For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men
Romans 5:20-21—The Law came in so that the transgression would increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 21 so that, as sin reigned in death, even so grace would reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
2. God our Savior
Romans 2:4—Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance? 
3. For mankind, Gr: philanthropia—philew(love), anthrpos(man)
C. Salvation is established
1. Because of our desperate need
v. 3:5a—He saved us
2. Because we could not earn it
v. 3:5b—…not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness
3. Because it required His intercession, v. 3:5c—
a. according to His mercy
b. by the washing of regeneration
c. through the renewing of the Holy Spirit
Titus 3:6—whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior
III. The effect 
A. You are justified by His grace
Titus 3:7—so that being justified by His grace…
Romans 3:24, 28—being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus… For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law.
1 Corinthians 6:11—Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.
Galatians 2:16—nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified.
B. You are heirs according to the hope of eternal life
Titus 3:7—so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life
Titus 1:2—in the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago
Titus 2:13—looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus
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