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 Seeking God’s Plan for Our Stewardship –
 The Discipline of Delight 
The Discipline of Delighting in our Service 
1 Timothy 4:7 - …discipline yourself for the purpose of godliness; 
Psalm 34:8 - O taste and see that the Lord is good; how blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him! 
Psalm 37:4 - Delight yourself in the Lord; and He will give you the desires of your heart. 
3 steps to serving God with a joyful heart: 
I. Respond to the Call to Delightful Service 
1 Corinthians 10:31 - Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 
A. It is passionate 
v. 1 – make a joyful shout… 
Ruah – Raise a shout 
Joshua 6:20 - So the people shouted, and priests blew the trumpets; and when the people heard the sound of the trumpet, the people shouted with a great shout and the wall fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city, every man straight ahead, and they took the city. 
Colossians 3:23-24 - Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve. 
B. It is sacrificial 
v. 2 – Serve the Lord 
C. It is joyful 
v. 2 – Serve the Lord with gladness 
2 Corinthians 8:1-5 - Now, brethren, we wish to make known to you the grace of God which has been given in the churches of Macedonia, that in a great ordeal of affliction their abundance of joy and their deep poverty overflowed in the wealth of their liberality. For I testify that according to their ability, and beyond their ability, they gave of their own accord, begging us with much urging for the favor of participation in the support of the saints, and this, not as we had expected, but they first gave themselves to the Lord and to us by the will of God. 
Nehemiah 8:10 - …the joy of the Lord is your strength. 
D. It is God-centered 
Psalm 100:5 - For the Lord is good; His lovingkindness is everlasting and His faithfulness to all generations. 
II. Recognize the Obstacles to Delightful Service 
A. A lack of passionate corporate worship 
“There should be some preparation of the heart in coming to the worship of God. Consider who He is in whose name we gather, and surely we cannot rush together without thought. Consider whom we profess to worship, and we shall not hurry into His presence as men run to a fire. Moses, the man of God, was warned to put off his shoes from his feet when God only revealed Himself in a bush. How should we prepare ourselves when we come to Him who reveals Himself in Christ Jesus, His dear Son? There should be no stumbling into the place of worship half asleep, no roaming here as if it were no more than going to a playhouse. We cannot expect to profit much if we bring with us a swarm of idle thoughts and a heart crammed with vanity. If we are full of folly, we may shut out the truth of God from our minds.” Spurgeon at His Best, comp. Tom Carter (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1988), pp. 223-224 
B. A lack of passionate personal worship 
C. A lack of thanksgiving 
v. 4 – Enter His gates with thanksgiving. 
D. A satisfaction with just going through the motions 
Malachi 1:13 - But you say, “What a weariness this is,” and you snort at it, says the Lord of hosts. You bring what has been taken by violence or is lame or sick, and this you bring as your offering! Shall I accept that from your hand? says the Lord. 
Malachi 3:14 - You have said, “It is vain to serve God. What is the profit of our keeping his charge or of walking as in mourning before the Lord of hosts?” 
Deuteronomy 28:47-48 - Because you did not serve the Lord your God with joy and a glad heart, for the abundance of all things; therefore you shall serve your enemies whom the Lord will send against you, in hunger, in thirst, in nakedness, and in the lack of all things; and He will put an iron yoke on your neck until He has destroyed you. 
E. Busy service without a growing relationship with Christ 
Luke 10:40 - Martha was distracted with all her preparations… 
Luke 10:41-42 - But the Lord answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and bothered about so many things; but only one thing is necessary, for Mary has chosen the good part, which shall not be taken away from her.” 
F. Comparing yourself to others 
2 Corinthians 10:12 - …But they, measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise. 
G. Serving selfishly 
1. Cf. the parable of the laborers – Matthew 20 
Matthew 20:13-16 - But he answered and said to one of them, “Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? Take what is yours and go, but I wish to give to this last man the same as to you. Is it not lawful for me to do what I wish with what is my own? Or is your eye envious because I am generous?” So the last shall be first, and the first last. 
2. Cf. Simon the sorcerer – Acts 8 
Acts 8:18-23 - Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was bestowed through the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered them money, saying, “Give this authority to me as well, so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” But Peter said to him, “May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the gift of God with money! You have no part or portion in this matter, for your heart is not right before God. Therefore repent of this wickedness of yours, and pray the Lord that, if possible, the intention of your heart may be forgiven you. For I see that you are in the gall of bitterness and in the bondage of iniquity.” 
III. Rejoice in the Blessings of Delightful Service 
A. You are becoming more like Christ 
Philippians 2:5-8 - Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though He was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but made Himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, He humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
B. You can have a wonderful impact on your family 
Philippians 2:19-22 - I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, so that I too may be cheered by news of you. For I have no one like him, who will be genuinely concerned for your welfare. For they all seek their own interests, not those of Jesus Christ. But you know Timothy’s proven worth… 
[bookmark: _GoBack]C. Joy of participating in what God wants to do in the lives of others 
3 John 4 - I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth.
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