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Stewards of Grace
1 Corinthians 4:1-2
Context
1. The apostle Paul writes this letter to the church in Corinth around 55AD while in Ephesus.  
2. The early part of the letter was given to address how the church was dividing their loyalties between different pastors and teachers (cf. 3:4-5)
3. Paul’s desire was to “know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified” (2:2).  
4. He knew that whatever he did, he did it by and through God's grace
I Corinthians 3:10—According to the grace of God which was given to me…
5. He cautioned them not to seek the world’s wisdom. 

I Corinthians 3:18—Let no man deceive himself…
1 Corinthians 3:19—For the wisdom of this world is foolishness before God…
6. At the start of our text, Paul is primarily talking about himself and other pastors, but the stewardship principal is true for all Christians. 
1 Corinthians 4:2—In this case, moreover, it is required of stewards that one be found trustworthy.
1 Peter 4:10—As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.
3 truths about Biblical Stewards
I. The Position—a servant of Christ
I Corinthians 4:1—Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ…
A. The definition 
Servants (Gk: hypēretēs)—helper, servant, attendant or officer
Luke 4:20—And He closed the book, gave it back to the attendant and sat down; and the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on Him.
B. The use of the gifts is kingdom advancement, not our own
C. The Master is worthy of our allegiance
I Corinthians 4:1—servants of Christ
II. The Trust—in the Word of God
I Corinthians 4:1—Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God.
A. In God as the owner and the One who entrusts 
Four Principles of Stewardship

1. God owns everything, you own nothing.
2. God has entrusted you with everything you have.
3. You can either increase or diminish what God has given you, He wants you to increase it.
4. Some day you will give an account of your stewardship, and it may be today.
I Corinthians 3:5—What then is Apollos?  And what is Paul?  Servants through whom you believed, even as the Lord gave opportunity to each one.
I Corinthians 3:6—I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth.
I Corinthians 3:7—So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything…
B. In the glorious truth entrusted to us	
I Corinthians 4:1—Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God.
2  Corinthians 4:7—But  we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves
III. The Expectation—to be found faithful 
I Corinthians 4:2—In this case, moreover, it is required of stewards that one be found faithful.
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