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Faith, Hope, and Love 
John 16:16-22

Context
Faith, hope, and love are central to the Christian faith.  It summarizes and characterizes what it means to be a Christian.  They are the virtues that reflect who we are as Christ followers.

1 Corinthians 13:13—But now faith, hope, love, abide these three; but the greatest of these is love.

1 Thessalonians 1:3—constantly bearing in mind your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and Father

1 Thessalonians 5:8—But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation.

This portion of scripture contains the final words that the Lord Jesus gives to His disciples.  He continues to comfort them by reassuring them of His love and the Father’s love for them—especially in light of what will transpire in days ahead.
 3 key attributes Jesus uses to comfort and sustain 
Love
John 16:25-27a—These things I have spoken to you in figurative language; an hour is coming when I will no longer speak to you in figurative language, but will tell you plainly of the Father. 26 In that day you will ask in My name, and I do not say to you that I will request of the Father on your behalf; 27 for the Father Himself loves you
A failure to understand
Not new for these men (Matthew 15:11; 16:5-11, etc)
Why? 
Failed messianic understanding; 
wrong teachings from the religious leaders; 
lack of understanding the scriptures
The Lord had spoken to them in figurative language
Figurative language—veiled, pointed, enigmatic, cryptic sayings—statements for which the meaning is not immediately apparent, but must be diligently searched out.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  MacArthur, John. The New Testament Commentary, John 12-21, 224.] 

It wasn’t until the coming of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2) that they would understand it in greater detail.
The measure of understanding would be greater than when Christ was with them. 
A time was coming when He would no longer speak to them in figurative language 
They did not understand the need for the cross
They did not then fully understand the depth of the Father’s love in sending the Son as an atonement 
John 14:21—He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will disclose Myself to him.
1 John 3:1—See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him
1 John 4:10—In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
They did not understand the relationship between the Father and the Son
But they would
In that day—what day?
You will ask in My name requests directly from the Father
Up until then they went to Jesus for their requests
The Son would take it to the Father
John 14:13-14—Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it.
John 15:16—You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you. 
V26 clarifies what it means to pray in Jesus’ name
The Father is not indifferent to the requests of His children 
It is making the request to the Father consistent with the will and purpose of Jesus
The requests are received based on His love for us and our love for His son
The measure of love for His Son is always demonstrated by obedience 
[bookmark: _GoBack]John 3:36—He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.
John 14:21—He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will disclose Myself to him.” 
Hebrews 5:9—And having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation
(John 14:23; James 2:14-26; 1 Peter 1:1-2).
Direct access to the Father—who loves (phileo) us perfectly
1 John 4:10, 19—In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. …We love, because He first loved us.
John 13:1—Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing that His hour had come that He would depart out of this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end. 
Ephesians 3:11-12; 2:18—This was in accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have boldness and confident access through faith in Him….for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father.
(Cf. Hebrews 4:11-16; Hebrews 10:19-22)
Love (phileo)—brotherly love; friendly love (Jn 11:3); love of parents for their children and vice versa (Matt 10:37). 
God loves (agapao) sinners (Jn 3:16). God expresses a special, Fatherly affection (phileo) for His children and has expressed that in His Son’s death for their sins (Rom 5:8, 1 Jn 4:9-10). Because of that they can boldly and fearlessly enter His presence in complete confidence as children for whom He cares deeply (Rm 8:15).
Galatians 4:6—Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”
The priesthood of the believers makes this possible
1 Peter 2:9—But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A ROYAL PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God’s OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light
Revelation 1:6—and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father—to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.
Direct access without a human intermediary
As the Great High Priest, Christ still acts as our intercessor 
Isaiah 53:12—Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the great, And He will divide the booty with the strong; because He poured out Himself to death,
And was numbered with the transgressors; Yet He Himself bore the sin of many, And interceded for the transgressors.
Romans 8:34—who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.
Hebrews 7:25—Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.
(Cf. 1 John 2:1-2)
Faith
John 16:27b-32—because you have loved Me and have believed that I came forth from the Father. 28 I came forth from the Father and have come into the world; I am leaving the world again and going to the Father.” 29 His disciples *said, “Lo, now You are speaking plainly and are not using a figure of speech. 30 Now we know that You know all things, and have no need for anyone to question You; by this we believe that You came from God.” 31 Jesus answered them, “Do you now believe? 32 Behold, an hour is coming, and has already come, for you to be scattered, each to his own home, and to leave Me alone; and yet I am not alone, because the Father is with Me.
The anchor of our faith is in Christ alone
He came forth from the Father
This is His incarnation
Mathew 10:40—He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me.
John 4:34—Jesus *said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me and to accomplish His work.
It also affirms His deity
John 1:1, 14— In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God….And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of [l]the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
To deny His deity is to believe in “another Jesus”
2 Corinthians 11:3-4—But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ. 4 For if one comes and preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted, you bear this beautifully. 
1 John 2:22-23—Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, the one who denies the Father and the Son. 23 Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father; the one who confesses the Son has the Father also. 
(Cf 2 John 7-11)
He came into the world to do the will of His Father and provide the work of redemption
That work is now complete and returning to Him
Their response: now You are speaking plainly
There seems to be a measure of understanding now
Jesus was not speaking with figures of speech
There was a confidence that Jesus was from God—an affirmation that they believed in his omniscience as well as His deity
Do you now believe? 
They did believe
But their belief was an immature faith
Mark 9:24—Immediately the boy’s father cried out and said, “I do believe; help my unbelief.”
They would scatter, each to his own home and leave Him alone, v32
Although the disciples would leave, the Father was with Him
John 8:29—And He who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to Him.” 
Hope 

John 16:25—These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world. 
Hope comes because of a right understanding of God’s love and the right placement of faith in Him
Hope brings with it peace
I have spoken these things to you
So that (purpose clause), in Me you may have peace
Despite the hostility they would experience in the world and the tribulation it brings, they would find people in Christ (outside of their circumstances)
Luke 21:8-24
The peace of God that surpasses understanding
Philippians 4:4-7—Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice! 5 Let your gentle spirit be known to all men. The Lord is near. 6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
The believer’s hope is in the Lord, His Word, the salvation He provides, and the eternal glory that awaits us in heaven.  
That is only made possible through the person and work of Christ who has overcome the world and conquered sin, death, and Satan.  
Romans 8:37— But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.
Romans 8:28—And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. 
The Spirit would come and radically transform these men with great courage and resolve.  He would embolden them and empower them to stand confidently before fierce opposition to speak the truth.

Conclusion
These concluding words to the disciples before His High Priestly prayer were words of love, faith, and hope.  They would face extraordinarily difficult circumstances over the next few days that would greatly test their faith.  However, they will overcome.  They will grow dramatically and through the power of the Holy Spirit, turn the world upside down. The Lord Jesus will pray, asking the Father to bring it about and hold them fast in the midst of the storm. 
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