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Pleasing God in Your Stewardship
Our Testimony and Handling Trials Well
1 Peter 4:12-19
1 Corinthians 4:2 - Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.
“steward” – oikonomenos, the literal meaning is “housing one” (Matt 25)
Principles of Stewardship
1. God owns everything, you own nothing.
2. God entrusts you with everything you have.
3. You can either increase or diminish what God has given you; God wants you to increase it.
4. You can be called into account at any time, and it may be today.
Five Principles in Handling Trials Well
I. We should not be surprised by trials
[bookmark: _GoBack]A. Heads up
John 15:20 - Remember the word that I said to you, “A slave is not greater than his master.”  If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you…
John 15:15 - No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I have heard from My Father I have made known to you.
B. Meant to refine us
Psalm 66:10 - For thou hast tried us, O God; thou hast refined us as silver is refined.

II. We should rejoice during times of trials
A. Filled with hope
B. Based on our connection (union) with Christ
Romans 6:5 - For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection,
Philippians 3:10 - that I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death;
Colossians 1:24-29 - Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I do my share on behalf of His body (which is the church) in filling up that which is lacking in Christ's afflictions.  Of this church I was made a minister according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me for your benefit, that I might fully carry out the preaching of the word of God, that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations; but has now been manifested to His saints, to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. And we proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, that we may present every man complete in Christ.  And for this purpose also I labor, striving according to His power, which mightily works within me.
III. We should suffer rightly for Christ
IV. We should understand what’s at stake
V. We should entrust our soul to a faithful Creator
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