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Four Key Principles of Stewardship
1. God owns everything, you own nothing.
2. God entrusts you with everything you have.
3. You can either increase or diminish what God has given you; God wants you to increase it.
4. You can be called into account at any time, and it may be today.
Two other introductory questions
1. Is the way you spend your money any of God’s business?
1 Corinthians 10:31 - Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.
2. If God has principles in His Word to direct the way you spend your money, are they there for the primary purpose of jamming you up?
John 8:32 - and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.
3 principles to help us identify the next step to pleasing God in the way we spend our money:
I. Learning to Spend Money Wisely is One of the First Steps in Christian Maturity
A. A word about parables
B. What you do with your money is a spiritual test
Luke 16:8 - And his master praised the unrighteous manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the sons of this age are more shrewd in relation to their own kind than the sons of light.
II. To Spend Money Wisely, You Have to Deal with the Issue of Greed
A. The definition of greed
pleonexia – “the desire to have more”
greed – “the excessive desire for getting or having more than one needs or deserves”
B. The significance of greed
v. 15 - Beware, and be on your guard…”
C. The impact of greed
Luke 12:13 - Someone in the crowd said to Him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with me.”
1 Timothy 6:3-10 - If anyone advocates a different doctrine and does not agree with sound words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine conforming to godliness, he is conceited and understands nothing; but he has a morbid interest in controversial questions and disputes about words, out of which arise envy, strife, abusive language, evil suspicions, and constant friction between men of depraved mind and deprived of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain. But godliness actually is a means of great gain when accompanied by contentment. For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either. If we have food and covering, with these we shall be content. But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.
D. The heart of greed
Luke 12:15 - …for not even when one has an abundance does his life consist of his possessions.
Ephesians 5:5 - For this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure person or covetous man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.
Colossians 3:5 - Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry.
“The care of $200 million is enough to kill anyone.  There is no joy in it.”  W. H. Vanderbilt
“I am the most miserable man on earth.”  John Jacob Astor
“Millionaires seldom smile.” Andrew Carnegie
“I was happier when doing a mechanic’s job.” Henry Ford
III. Identify the Next Step in Faithful Spending in Your Life
A. Ask yourself, do you really have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ that serves as the foundation of your spending decisions?
B. If necessary, ask forgiveness from God and the appropriate people for the sin of greed
1 John 1:9 - If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
C. Plan an annual budget as a way of fulfilling Jesus’ command to beware of greed
1.  List your reliable sources of monthly income
2. List expenses by weekly, monthly, periodic, and annual
3. Establish a system that “freezes” periodic amounts until needed
4. Make a spending plan that allocates each paycheck to appropriate expenses
5. If married, determine that you will not spend more than an agreed upon amount without discussing first
6. Establish a system where you regularly balance your checking, savings, and credit card accounts to get an accurate understanding of your financial condition
7. If necessary, get outside counsel and/or accountability
D. Understand the benefits of budgeting
1. Helps you (and your spouse if married) clarify priorities
2. Reduces impulse buying
3. Reduces tension in the home
4. Provides freedom to spend without guilt
5. Can be a great model to your children
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