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Counsel in Good Deeds
Titus 3:8-15

Titus 3:8-15—This is a trustworthy statement; and concerning these things I want you to speak confidently, so that those who have believed God will be careful to engage in good deeds. These things are good and profitable for men. 9 But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and strife and disputes about the Law, for they are unprofitable and worthless. 10 Reject a factious man after a first and second warning, 11 knowing that such a man is perverted and is sinning, being self-condemned.  12 When I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, make every effort to come to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the winter there. 13 Diligently help Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their way so that nothing is lacking for them. 14 Our people must also learn to engage in good deeds to meet pressing needs, so that they will not be unfruitful. 15 All who are with me greet you. Greet those who love us in the faith. Grace be with you all.
3 Ways to Counsel in Doing Good Deeds
I. Do it with passion
A. Paul uses words to include intentionality (NASB and NKJ)
1. “Trustworthy” or “faithful” (v. 8 )
2. “Speak confidently” or “affirm constantly” (v. 8)
3. “Be careful to…engage” or “…maintain” (v. 8) 
4. “Diligently help” or “with haste” (v. 13)
5. “Must learn” (v. 14)
6. “Pressing” or “urgent” needs (v. 14)
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Titus 3:14—Our people must also learn to engage in good deeds to meet pressing needs…
C. Paul gives us the goal
Titus 3:8c—… be careful to engage in good deeds.
Titus 3:14—Our people must also learn to engage in good deeds to meet pressing needs…
Ephesians 2:8-10—For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them. 
D. Paul provides the outcomes
v. 8c—…These things are good and profitable for men.
v 14c—…so that they will not be unfruitful.
II. Don’t get sidetracked 
A. There are plenty of distractions and distractors
Titus 1:10-11—For there are many rebellious men, empty talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision, who must be silenced because they are upsetting whole families, teaching things they should not teach for the sake of sordid gain.
Titus 1:12b—“Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.”
Titus 1:14—not paying attention to Jewish myths and commandments of men who turn away from the truth.
Titus 1:16—They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him, being detestable and disobedient and worthless (unfruitful) for any good deed.
(cf. 1 Timothy 1:3-7, 4:7; 2 Timothy 2:23)
B. Avoid foolish speech 
Titus 3:9—But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and strife and disputes about the Law, for they are unprofitable and worthless.
Romans 13:9-10—For this, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and if there is any other commandment, it is summed up in this saying, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.
2 Timothy 2:16-17—But avoid worldly and empty chatter, for it will lead to further ungodliness, and their talk will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus…
2 Timothy 2:23—But refuse foolish and ignorant speculations, knowing that they produce quarrels. 
 (cf. 1 Timothy 1:3-7, 4:7; Ephesian 4:29)
C. Reject a heretic
Titus 3:10-11—Reject a factious man after a first and second warning, 11 knowing that such a man is perverted and is sinning, being self-condemned.  
I Corinthians 11:17-19—But in giving this instruction, I do not praise you, because you come together not for the better but for the worse. 18 For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, I hear that divisions exist among you; and in part I believe it. 19 For there must also be factions among you, so that those who are approved may become evident among you.
2 Peter 2:1—But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.
D. Those who preach a false gospel are unfruitful
Titus 3:11—knowing that such a man is perverted and is sinning, being self-condemned.  
2 Timothy 2:24-26—But the Lord’s bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged, with gentleness correcting those in opposition, if perhaps the Lord may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth, and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will.
III. Focus on the Gospel
Titus 2:13-14— looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, 14 who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.
Titus 3:4-7—But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared, He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
Titus 3:15—Grace be with you all.
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