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Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer, Pt 1 
John 17:1-5

Context
There are so many examples in the Scriptures on prayer.  Prayer is the expression of the soul’s longing for God.

Psalm 42:1-2—As the deer pants for the water brooks, So my soul pants for You, O God. 2 My soul thirsts for God, for the living God; When shall I come and appear before God?

Psalm 63:1—O God, You are my God; I shall seek You earnestly; My soul thirsts for You, my flesh yearns for You, In a dry and weary land where there is no water.

We are commanded to pray.

Jeremiah 33:3—Call to Me and I will answer you, and I will tell you great and mighty things, which you do not know.

Matthew 6:5-13— “When you pray, you are not to be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and on the street corners so that they may be seen by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. 6 But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, close your door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you. 7 “And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition as the Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will be heard for their many words. 8 So do not be like them; for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him. 9 “Pray, then, in this way: ‘Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. 10 ‘Your kingdom come. Your will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. 11 ‘Give us this day our daily bread. 12 ‘And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13 ‘And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. [For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.’]

Romans 12:-13—Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor; 11 not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 12 rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer, 13 contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality.

In all of this, the supreme example of prayer in Scripture comes from the  life of the Lord Jesus Christ as recorded in John 17.  Although this is the longest prayer recorded, Jesus’ entire ministry was filled with prayer: at His baptism, during His first preaching tour; before He chose the apostles; before and after feeding the 5,000; at the transfiguration; at the last supper; in the garden of Gethsemane; from the cross, etc., etc., etc. 

But this chapter is unique in that it gives us far more detail than any of His other prayers and gives us a glimpse into the communication within the Trinity.

3 key considerations regarding its significance 
The background
John 17:1a—Jesus spoke these things; and lifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, “Father, the hour has come;
The prayer comes at the end of the Upper Room Discourse with His disciples
Jesus had:
Washed the disciples feet—including Judas
Comforted and instructed His anxious disciples
He had loved them to the end
He had shared a meal with them
He revealed who would betray Him
He told that that He was going to die
He told of Peter’s denial
He gave them promises of future glory
He told them to not let their hearts be troubled
He told them that He was going to prepare a place for them in the Father’s house
He promised them the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Helper—who will teach them all things and bring to their remembrance
He told them that they would be hated by the world, just as it had hated Him
He told them of the vital relationship of the vine and its branches and what it meant to abide
He told them that they would bear fruit that would remain
He told them to ask in His name and the Father would provide
He told them that they would scatter, each to his own home and leave Him alone
He told them that they would have trouble but to take heart; He had overcome the world
It is intentional that the prayer follows His victory statement in v.33
John 16:33—These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.
This prayer ends His time with them from this long discourse
Jesus spoke—He spoke many things to them, but in context here, it relates to the previous 3 chapters 
The prayer in many ways is a repeat of what He had just told them in those chapters
The chief goal 
John 17:1b—…glorify Your Son, that the Son may glorify You 
After speaking of His impending death, He requests that the Father would glorify the Son, so that the Son may glorify the Father
Jesus’ chief aim was always to glorify the Father
He only did what the Father told Him 
He fully submitted to the Father’s will to the end in everything—including His death
John 7:18—He who speaks from himself seeks his own glory; but He who is seeking the glory of the One who sent Him, He is true, and there is no unrighteousness in Him.
Just as the Son had glorified the Father, so the Father had glorified the Son
John 5:37—And the Father who sent Me, He has testified of Me. You have neither heard His voice at any time nor seen His form
John 8:54— Jesus answered, “If I glorify Myself, My glory is nothing; it is My Father who glorifies Me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God’
This theme will resonate throughout the prayer
v4—I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You have given Me to do.
v5—Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.
v10—and all things that are Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine; and I have been glorified in them. 
v22—The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one;
v24—Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am, so that they may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world.
The prayer is divided into three parts
Praying for Himself (vv1-5)
Praying for His disciples (vv6-19)
Praying for His church (vv20-26)
When Jesus is praying for Himself, He is not His own person but the work of God
His work is the work of God
The disciple’s work is the work of God
The church’s work is the work of God
The irony is that the cross (the most shameful of deaths) becomes the greatest display of infinite glory 
For the disciples, the unfathomable death of the Messiah was for them the greatest blessing
That applies to every believer
The prayer assures us that Jesus had absolute confidence in and submission to the perfect will of God knowing full well the cost
The prayer transitions from His earthy ministry to His heavenly ministry
Hebrews 7:25—Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.
(Cf Hebrews 4:14-10:25).
He would be the Great High Priest interceding for His people
He understood the cross from an eternal perspective
This prayer contains the simplest of sentences, though the ideas are profound. It is proof that the difficulty we have in understanding God’s truth is not in the complexity of the truth itself or in the language with which it is conveyed (as it were logarithms or German philosophy) but in our own ignorance, sin, and spiritual lethargy.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  James Montgomery Boice, the Gospel of John, 1103.] 

The implication

Jesus, as the second member of the Godhead, is speaking of the nature of the relationship to His Father
It shows the inner workings of salvation and the outworking of their eternal plan
The disciples hear this firsthand; we hear this through John’s writing
Its primary characteristic is timelessness.  Through uttered within a few hours of Calvary, it contains thoughts and expressions, which must have been familiar to our Lord ta any moment during the centuries which have followed.  As we study it, therefore we are listening to words which have been uttered many times on our behalf, and will be uttered until we are with Him, where He is, beholding the glory of the divine Son,  superadded to that the Perfect Servant.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  F.B. Meyer, Gospel of John, 296.] 

This really is The Lord’s Prayer as opposed to Matthew 6:9-13 (Cf. Luke 11:2-4)
That is a prayer that Jesus could not pray (Matt 6:12)
It is a prayer for all His followers to pray

Conclusion
The beauty of significance of the words of the Son to His Father cannot be overstated.  The timing, the words, the redemption that was planned before the foundation of the world was now at hand.  The hour had finally come.  He would face the cross with triumph and resolve knowing the glory it would bring Him as well as His Father.  The cost would be immense, but the glorious result would be eternal.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  John MacArthur, The MacArthur NT Commentary, John 12-21, 244.] 
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