

The Gospel of John:
I AM the Light of the World 
John 8:12-21
Context
In our text this morning, Jesus makes a strong and assertive claim: I AM the light of the world.  That is in contrast to a world that is in utter darkness.  The spiritual blindness of people places them in the hopeless condition of being separated from God.  

Paul talks about the unfruitful deeds that inevitably come from people who are devoid of Christ.  “Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even expose them; 12 for it is disgraceful even to speak of the things which are done by them in secret. 13 But all things become visible when they are exposed by the light, for everything that becomes visible is light” (Ephesians 5:11-13).

The bible is replete with passages about the darkness of the human condition:

Proverbs 2:13—From those who leave the paths of uprightness 
To walk in the ways of darkness

Isaiah 5:20—Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who substitute darkness for light and light for darkness; Who substitute bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!

Romans 1:21—For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 

Ephesians 4:18—…being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart

Ecclesiastes 2:14—The wise man’s eyes are in his head, but the fool walks in darkness. And yet I know that one fate befalls them both.

John 12:35—So Jesus said to them, “For a little while longer the Light is among you. Walk while you have the Light, so that darkness will not overtake you; he who walks in the darkness does not know where he goes. 

It is into this darkness that the Messiah comes to expose, redeem, and save.  He is the light that shines in the darkness (John 1:5).  The Scripture is likewise full of light analogies and specifically how God’s Christ would shine brightly to exposing their sin and provide the way of salvation for all men. 

John 1:9—There was the true Light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man.

Luke 2:32—A LIGHT OF REVELATION TO THE GENTILES, And the glory of Your people Israel.”
Matthew 4:14-16—This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet: 15 “THE LAND OF ZEBULUN AND THE LAND OF NAPHTALI, BY THE WAY OF THE SEA, BEYOND THE JORDAN, GALILEE OF THE GENTILES—16 “THE PEOPLE WHO WERE SITTING IN DARKNESS SAW A GREAT LIGHT, AND THOSE WHO WERE SITTING IN THE LAND AND SHADOW OF DEATH, UPON THEM A LIGHT DAWNED.”
(Cf. Ex 13:21-22; 14:19-20; Neh 9:12, 19; Pss 27:1; 36:9; 43:3: 44:3: 104:2; 119:105, 130; Prov 6:23; Isa 60:19-20; Ezek 1:4, 13, 26-28; Mich 7:8; Hab 3:3-4’; Zech 14:5b-7). 
John 3:19—This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil.

There are those who will die in their sins.  But, there are those whom God snatches from the flames and grants eternal life by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone.  

Colossians 1:13—For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son

1 Thessalonians 5:5—for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness

1 Peter 2:9—But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God’s OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;

Ephesians 5:8—for you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children of Light 
John 8:12-21— Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, “I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.” 13 So the Pharisees said to Him, “You are testifying about Yourself; Your testimony is not true.” 14 Jesus answered and said to them, “Even if I testify about Myself, My testimony is true, for I know where I come from and where I am going; but you do not know where I come from or where I am going. 15 You judge according to the flesh; I am not judging anyone. 16 But even if I do judge, My judgment is true; for I am not alone in it, but I and the Father who sent Me. 17 Even in your law it has been written that the testimony of two men is true. 18 I am He who testifies about Myself, and the Father who sent Me testifies about Me.” 19 So they were saying to Him, “Where is Your Father?” Jesus answered, “You know neither Me nor My Father; if you knew Me, you would know My Father also.” 20 These words He spoke in the treasury, as He taught in the temple; and no one seized Him, because His hour had not yet come. 21 Then He said again to them, “I go away, and you will seek Me, and will die in your sin; where I am going, you cannot come.”
5 details to the I AM statement
The Location, v20
“The Treasury” 
Not a building
In the Court of the Women—busy and public—ideal for teaching
It consisted of “receptacles for receiving the money”
13 trumpet shaped boxes
Each had specific designated purposes—temple tax, etc
It’s the location of the widow’s mite

Luke 21:1-4—And He looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the treasury. 2 And He saw a poor widow putting in two small copper coins. 3 And He said, “Truly I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all of them; 4 for they all out of their surplus put into the offering; but she out of her poverty put in all that she had to live on.” (Cf. Mark 12:41-44)

No one seized Him because His hour had not yet come

John 7:30—So they were seeking to seize Him; and no man laid his hand on Him, because His hour had not yet come. 

The Claim, v12
I AM

Jesus makes seven (7) I AM statements in the book of John
The Tetragrammaton, or Tetragram, is the four-letter Hebrew for God יהוה‎. The four letters, written and read from right to left, are yodh are derived from a verb that means "to be", "to exist", "to cause to become", or "to come to pass".[footnoteRef:1]
 [1:  Tetragrammaton - Wikipedia] 

The Light of the World (see above noted passages)

Revelation 21:23—And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb.

This particular statement at this particular time 

There were four huge candelabras lit during evening hours at the feast
Brilliant in appearance
Reminder of the light that God used to lead them through the wilderness
God required them then to follow the light during the wanderings
God requires them now to follow the light of His Son

Those who follow, will not walk in darkness—darkness from sin, the world, Satan
But will have the Light that produces everlasting life
As believers, we reflect His light in the dark world

Matthew 5:14-16—“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; 15 nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16 Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.

We are to follow—complete submission to the Lordship of Christ 

Matthew 10:38-39—And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. 39 He who has found his life will lose it, and he who has lost his life for My sake will find it. (Cf. Luke 9:23-24)

Their response, v13

A legal technicality

There were plenty who could have testified to Jesus’ claims—John the Baptist, the Twelve, the Samaritan Woman, Martha, the Scriptures, THE FATHER

They had already made up their minds

His reply, vv14-19

Not having 2 witnesses does not negate the truth.  His testimony is true!

Witnesses are required in court
Since God is true and there is no lie in Him, His testimony is true
Romans 3:4—May it never be! Rather, let God be found true, though every man be found a liar, as it is written, “THAT YOU MAY BE JUSTIFIED IN YOUR WORDS, AND PREVAIL WHEN YOU ARE JUDGED.”
Titus 1:2—…in the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago

Hebrews 6:18—so that by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have taken refuge would have strong encouragement to take hold of the hope set before us.

He still gives them supporting evidences

He knows where he came from and where He is going—Divine origin
You judge according to the flesh—earthly standards—appearance and in a fallen context

John 7:24—Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment.

He is not judging anyone—yet

In this context: Either He doesn’t judge superficially or…
He is not judging them yet

John 3:17—For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him. 

Jesus is one with the Father in Judgement and therefore Divine 

John 5:17—But He answered them, “My Father is working until now, and I Myself am working.”

Two witnesses are then provided: Himself and His Father

“Where is your Father?” [insert sarcasm and scorn]

You know neither

Matthew 11:27—All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father; nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.

His warning, v21

Jesus will go away 

John 7:33-34—Therefore Jesus said, “For a little while longer I am with you, then I go to Him who sent Me. 34 You will seek Me, and will not find Me; and where I am, you cannot come.” 

Those rejecters (and all rejecters) will die in their sins

John 8:24—Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.” 

The reality of this sobering truth, which is repeated throughout Scripture, is that those who reject Christ will suffer the consequences of their sin—eternal separation from God.  By refusing the Light of the world, they doom themselves to the eternal darkness of Hell (Matthew 8:12; 22:13; 25:30).[footnoteRef:2] [2:  The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, John 1-11, John MacArthur, p. 339.] 



