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Stewardship of Resources: Gifts 
1 Peter 4:7-11; 1 Corinthians 12
Context
Stewardship is God given responsibility with accountability.

1) God owns everything.
2) You own nothing.  God entrusts you with what you have.
3) You can either increase or diminish what God has given; He wants you to increase it.
4) God can call you into account at any time, and it may be today.
As stewards, we are to rightly use our gifts in a way that is consistent with the One who gave them to us.  We cannot live life in a way that is detached or removed from the responsibilities He has given us.  The gifts He gives are a means for us to glorify Him and serve one another.  

In this text, Peter gives us instructions on principles of Christian living.  One of the marks of a genuine believer is He gives us a heart’s deepest desire to obey Him.  “We do not fight it; we desire it.  We do not resist it; we long for it.  We do not debate it; we obey it.”[footnoteRef:1] That is the mark of a genuine believer—one who is transformed in his/her very nature. [1:  John MacArthur, The Christian's Duty in a Hostile World, Part 3] 


The instructions Peter gives us are pretty straight forward.  We are to use or gifts well because of:

1) Our new relationship to God, v 7
2) Our love to others, vv 8-9
3) Our intention service to all, vv10-11

6 categories to steward gifts well by our service
I. Each one has a special gift 

1 Peter 4:10—As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.

Each believer gets a unique gift; additionally, the Spirit distributes to each believer universally.  

Romans 12:6-8—Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith; 7 if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching; 8 or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.

II. Each one has received it

1 Peter 4:10—As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.

Ephesians 4:7—But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift.

1 Corinthians 12:4, 7, 11, 18—4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit…7 But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good…11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills...18 But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired.

1 Corinthians 12:31a—But earnestly desire the greater gifts.

1) As a congregation, we should be desiring the preaching of the word of God—not the lesser showy things.  In context, this is the congregation NOT the individual.  

1 Corinthians 14:1—Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy.

2) The passage could also be translated: “You are strongly desiring the showy gifts.” There is something better.  To suggest that gifts could be sought is contrary to the entirety of the passage.  

III. Each one should understand the nature of the gift

Gift (charisma)—is a word that means grace.   The gift is a gift of grace that is free and undeserved.  It is given and controlled by the Holy Spirit.  

Simply put, a spiritual gift is a God-given capacity, through which the Holy Spirit supernaturally uses you to minister to the body.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid.  ] 


IV. Each one is to use it in serving one another 

1 Peter 4:10—As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.  
1 Corinthians 12:12-26—For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 14 For the body is not one member, but many. 15 If the foot says, “Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of the body,” it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear says, “Because I am not an eye, I am not a part of the body,” it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired. 19 If they were all one member, where would the body be? 20 But now there are many members, but one body. 21 And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; or again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, it is much truer that the members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary; 23 and those members of the body which we deem less honorable, on these we bestow more abundant honor, and our less presentable members become much more presentable, 24 whereas our more presentable members have no need of it. But God has so composed the body, giving more abundant honor to that member which lacked, 25 so that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. 26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.
…. as good stewards of the manifold grace of God—we are responsible for managing the gift in a way that pleases the Master.  Like any other stewarding function.  

V. Each one recognizes there are a variety of gifts

1 Peter 4:10-11—As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 11 Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Cf. 1 Corinthians 12:4-6

· Two Types of Gifts

1) Speaking gifts
2) Serving gifts

VI. Each one should be motivated to glorify God 

1 Peter 4:11—Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Romans 11:33-36—Oh, the depth of the riches [l]both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways! 34 For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, OR WHO BECAME HIS COUNSELOR? 35 Or WHO HAS FIRST GIVEN TO HIM THAT IT MIGHT BE PAID BACK TO HIM AGAIN? 36 For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Ephesians 3:20-21—Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us, 21 to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen.

Revelation 1:6—and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father—to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

1 Corinthians 10:31—Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.

Amen—so let it be; to be reliable; to be trusted
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