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Stewarding the Golden Rule
Matthew 7:7-12
Stewardship is God-given responsibility with accountability.
The Four Factors of Stewardship
1. God owns everything, you own nothing.
2. God entrusts you with everything you have.
3. You can either increase or diminish what God has given you—He wants you to increase it.
4. God can call you into account at any time—it may be today.

Matthew 7:7-12—“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened. 9 Or what person is there among you who, when his son asks for a loaf of bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, he will not give him a snake, will he? 11 So if you, despite being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!  12 “In everything, therefore, treat people the same way you want them to treat you, for this is the Law and the Prophets.

Stop doing the wrong thing; start doing the right thing. 

Ephesians 4:22-24— that, in reference to your former way of life, you are to rid yourselves of the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, 23 and that you are to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24 and to put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.

The selfishness of man

2 Timothy 3:2—For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy

Titus 3:3—For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another.

Philippians 2:20-21—For I have no one else of kindred spirit who will genuinely be concerned for your welfare. 21 For they all seek after their own interests, not those of Christ Jesus.

Romans 5:5—and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts
Romans 3:10—as it is written, "THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE
3 reasons why we must obey the Golden Rule
I. It is God’s purpose for us
Matthew 7:12—“In everything, therefore, treat people the same way you want them to treat you, for this is the Law and the Prophets.

Exodus 12:20-24—“Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be prolonged on the land which the LORD your God gives you. 13 “You shall not murder. 14 “You shall not commit adultery. 15 “You shall not steal. 16 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
Matthew 22:37-40—And He said to him, “‘YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.’ 38 This is the great and foremost commandment. 39 The second is like it, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’ 40 Upon these two commandments hang the whole Law and the Prophets.”
James 2:8— If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law according to the Scripture, "YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF” 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Romans 13:8—Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law.  9 For this, “YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, YOU SHALL NOT MURDER, YOU SHALL NOT STEAL, YOU SHALL NOT COVET,” and if there is any other commandment, it is summed up in this saying, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the Law.
II. It comes with God’s promise to us
Matthew 7:7-8—“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened. 
“We can feel free to give to others, and to do for others, and to sacrifice for others, and to love others, because we can be confident that in giving up all we have to someone else, we have an ultimate and eternal resource to replenish our own needs.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Start Loving, Matthew 7:7-12, John MacArthur] 

Order of Matthew 7
· vv1-6 negative aspects of lovelessness
· vv 7-8 Illustration (forms the bridge between negative and positive)
· vv 9-11 positive aspects of love
· v 12 summary or principal
· vv 13-23 contrasting ways of life
· vv 24-28 parable of two builders

God didn’t intent life and relationships to boil down to formulas, much to our dismay.  Instead He wants an ever growing, deepening relationship with Him. 

He gives us enough truth so that we’re responsible, and enough mystery so that we’re dependent.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Ibid. ] 


A. Conditions for asking/receiving

1. You must be a believer

2. You must be living in obedience
1 John 3:22—and whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do the things that are pleasing in His sight.
3. You must not ask with selfish motives
James 4:3—You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures.
4. You must ask according to His will
1 John 5:14-15—This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which we have asked from Him.
B. It is not a blank check
III. It is modeled by God’s pattern
Matthew 7:9-11— Or what person is there among you who, when his son asks for a loaf of bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, he will not give him a snake, will he? 11 So if you, despite being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!
Ephesians 4:1—Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called
Ephesians 5:1—Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children
Key Verse: Matthew 7:12—In everything, therefore, treat people the same way you want them to treat you, for this is the Law and the Prophets.
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