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 Seeking God’s Plan for Our Stewardship –
 The Discipline of Delight 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Discipline of Delighting in Your Sacrifice 
Psalm 34:8 - O taste and see that the Lord is good; how blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him! 
Psalm 37:4 - Delight yourself in the Lord; and He will give you the desires of your heart. 
3 principles to help our giving lead us to greater delight in our God: 
I. It is Possible to Have Self-Centered Delights Even in the Way We Worship – vv. 1-5 
A. This is a significant problem in God’s eyes – v. 1 
B. You can be deluded even in the midst of what looks like worship – v. 2 
1. They seek me day by day 
2. They delight to know my ways 
3. They have done righteousness 
4. They have not forsaken the ordinance of their God 
5. They ask me for just decisions 
6. They delight in the nearness of God 
Mark 7:6 - And He said to them, “Rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written: ‘This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far away from me.’” 
C. The core issue is the reason you worship – v. 3a 
1. Their questions 
a. Why have we fasted and you did not see? 
b. Why have we humbled ourselves and you did not notice? 
2. God’s answer – vv. 3b-5 
a. On the day of your fast you find your desire 
b. you drive hard all your workers 
c. you fast for contention and strife and to strike with a wicked fist – v. 4 
d. you call this a fast? 
II. God Desires Worship that is Genuine and Therefore Focused on the Needs of Others 
A. To show concern for those who are oppressed or mistreated – v.6 
Micah 6:8 - He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
B. To sacrifice financially for those in need 
1. To divide your bread with the hungry - v. 7 
2. To bring the homeless poor into your house – v. 7 
3. To provide clothing for those in need – v. 7 
4. To not hide yourself from your fellow man – v. 7 
5. Give yourself to the hungry – v. 10 
6. Satisfy the desire of the afflicted – v. 10 
C. Why should a person give money to their church? 
D. How much should a person give to their church? 
Genesis 14:20 - …He gave him a tenth of all. 
Malachi 3:8 - Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing Me! But you say, “How have we robbed You?” In tithes and offerings. 
III. The Greatest Delight Comes from Disciplining Your Heart to Care about Things That Matter Most to God 

Isaiah 58:14 - Then you will take delight in the Lord, and I will make you ride on the heights of the earth; and I will feed you with the heritage of Jacob your father, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken. 
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