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1 Peter 4:1-11
3 principles to help steward gifts well
I. Believers have at least one spiritual gift
1 Peter 4:10—As each one has received a special gift…
A. Definition: (Greek: Chaisma)—gift, a gracious gift 
B. Supporting passages
Romans 12:6-8—Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith; if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching; or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. 
1 Corinthians 12:7-11—But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit; 9 to another faith [a]by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of [b]healing [c]by the one Spirit, 10 and to another the [d]effecting of [e]miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the [f]distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.
1 Corinthians 12:28-30—And God has appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues. 29 All are not apostles, are they? All are not prophets, are they? All are not teachers, are they? All are not workers of [c]miracles, are they? 30 All do not have gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues, do they? All do not interpret, do they?
Ephesians 4:11—And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers,
1 Peter 4:10-11—As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 11 Whoever speaks, is to do so [a]as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
C. Different kinds and types of gifts 
v. 10 – each one
v. 10 – manifold, of various kinds, diversified	
“Each believer’s spiritual giftedness is unique, as if each were a spiritual snowflake or fingerprint. It is as if God dips His paintbrush into different colors, or categories of gifts, on His spiritual palette and paints each Christian a unique blend of colors. Not only does God grant spiritual gifts and arrange them in different ways (Eph. 4:7), but He also gives believers the necessary faith to exercise them, as He did Paul (cf. Rom. 12:3). Paul summarizes the power of their operation as follows: “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. There are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons.” (1 Corinthians 12:4-6) (John MacArthur, 1 Peter, p. 243)
II. Believers are to use the gifts to serving Him and others 
1 Peter 4:10—As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another... 
A. Use in a way the Giver intended 
B. Apply them in the “one-another” commands
1 Peter 3:15—but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence
Mark 9:50—“…Be at peace with each other.”
John 13:34—“…Love one another…” (c.f. John 15:12; 15:17) 
Romans 12:10—“…Honor one another above yourselves.”
Romans 12:16—“Live in harmony with one another…” 
Romans 14:13—“…Stop passing judgment on one another.” 

Romans 15:7—“Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you…”
Romans 15:14—“…Instruct one another.”
Galatians 5:13—“…Serve one another in love.” 
Galatians 6:2—“Carry each other’s burdens…”
Ephesians 4:2— “…Be patient, bearing with one another in love.”
Ephesians 4:32—“Be kind and compassionate to one another…”
Ephesians 4:32—“…Forgiving each other…” 
C. Recognize the urgency of the day
1 Peter 4:7—The end of all things is near; therefore, be of sound judgment and sober spirit for the purpose of prayer. 
D. Let love cover a multitude of sins
1 Peter 4:8—Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins. 
1 Peter 4:9—Be hospitable to one another without complaint. 
III. Believers steward God’s gracious gifts to please Him
A. Employing stewarding principles
1. God owns everything, you own nothing
2. God entrusts you with everything you have
3. You can either increase or diminish what God has given you – He wants you to increase it
4. You can be called into account at any time, and it may be today
B. As a trusted bond-servant 
1 Peter 4:10—As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.
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