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Stewarding the Choice between the Broad or Narrow Way
Matthew 7:13-14
Stewardship is God-given responsibility with accountability.
The Four Factors of Stewardship
1. God owns everything, you own nothing.
2. God entrusts you with everything you have.
3. You can either increase or diminish what God has given you—He wants you to increase it.
4. God can call you into account at any time—it may be today.

Matthew 7:13-14—“Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it. 14 For the gate is narrow and the way is constricted that leads to life, and there are few who find it.”
James 4:14—Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away.
Matthew 7:13-14—“Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it. 14 For the gate is narrow and the way is constricted that leads to life, and there are few who find it.”
Deuteronomy 30:15—“See, I have placed before you today life and happiness, and death and adversity, 16 in that I am commanding you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in His ways and to keep His commandments, His statutes, and His judgments, so that you may live and become numerous, and that the LORD your God may bless you in the land where you are entering to take possession of it.” 
Joshua 24:15—“But if it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves today whom you will serve: whether the gods which your fathers served, which were beyond the Euphrates River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.”
Jeremiah 21:8—“You shall also say to this people, ‘This is what the LORD says: “Behold, I am setting before you the way of life and the way of death.”
1 Kings 18:21—Then Elijah approached all the people and said, “How long are you going to struggle with the two choices? If the LORD is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him.” But the people did not answer him so much as a word. 
John 6:66-71—As a result of this many of His disciples left, and would no longer walk with Him. 67 So Jesus said to the twelve, “You do not want to leave also, do you?” 68 Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have words of eternal life. 69 And we have already believed and have come to know that You are the Holy One of God.” 70 Jesus answered them, “Did I Myself not choose you, the twelve? And yet one of you is a devil.” 71 Now He meant Judas the son of Simon Iscariot; for he, one of the twelve, was going to betray Him.
The contrast Jesus makes is not between religion and irreligion, or between the higher religions and the lower ones.  Nor is it a contrast between nice and upright people and vile and degraded ones.  It is a contrast between divine righteousness and human righteousness, all of which is unrighteousness.  It is a contrast between divine revelation and human religion, between divine truth and human falsehood, between trusting in God and trusting in self.  It is the contrast between God’s grace and man’s work.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, Matthew 1-7, p. 451] 

4 contrasts in response to the Kingdom message 
I. Two Gates—narrow and wide
Matthew 7:13-14—“Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it. 14 For the gate is narrow and the way is constricted that leads to life, and there are few who find it.”

A. The narrow gate

1. We all enter a gate
2. Enter the right gate

John 14:6—Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father except through Me.”

John 10:9—I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Acts 4:12—“And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among mankind by which we must be saved.”

1 Timothy 2:5—For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus.

Matthew 16:24-25—Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wants to come after Me, he must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow Me. 25 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.”

Luke 18:22—Now when Jesus heard this, He said to him, “One thing you still lack; sell all that you possess and distribute the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.”

Matthew 18:3—and said, “Truly I say to you, unless you change and become like children, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.”

Luke 14:28—For which one of you, when he wants to build a tower, does not first sit down and calculate the cost, to see if he has enough to complete it?

2 Peter 3:9—The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not willing for any to perish, but for all to come to repentance.

Acts 20:21—solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks of repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.

B. Wide Gate

II. Two Ways—board (wide) and constricted (narrow)
Matthew 7:13-14—“Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it. 14 For the gate is narrow and the way is constricted that leads to life, and there are few who find it.”

A. Broad 

Ephesians 2:2—in which you previously walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.

Proverbs 14:2—One who walks in his uprightness fears the LORD, But one who is devious in his ways despises Him.
B. Constricted (mean “narrow,” “thin,” “paltry,” “poor,” “wretched.”[footnoteRef:2]) [2:  Bertram, G. (1964–). στενός, στενοχωρία, στενοχωρέω. G. Kittel, G. W. Bromiley, & G. Friedrich (Eds.), Theological dictionary of the New Testament (electronic ed., Vol. 7, p. 604). Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans.] 

Jeremiah 29:13—And you will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart.
Luke 13:23-24—And someone said to Him, “Lord, are there just a few who are being saved?” And He said to them, 24 “Strive to enter through the narrow door; for many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able.”
1 Corinthians 9:25—Everyone who competes in the games exercises self-control in all things. So they do it to obtain a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable.
1 Timothy 6:12—Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called, and for which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.
Luke 16:16—“The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John came; since that time the gospel of the kingdom of God has been preached, and everyone is forcing his way into it.”
Acts 14:22—strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying, “It is through many tribulations that we must enter the kingdom of God.”
Matthew 5:3-4, 6—“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be satisfied.”
Luke 14:26—“If anyone comes to Me and does not [r]hate his own father, mother, wife, children, brothers, sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple.”
John 15:19-20—“If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you.  20 Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A slave is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will persecute you as well; if they followed My word, they will follow yours also.”
John 16:33—“These things I have spoken to you so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.”
III. Two Destinations—destruction and life
Matthew 7:13-14—“Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it. 14 For the gate is narrow and the way is constricted that leads to life, and there are few who find it.”
A. Destruction (not extinction or annihilation, but to total ruin and loss)
Matthew 3:12—His winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clear His threshing floor; and He will gather His wheat into the barn, but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.
Matthew 18:8—And if your hand or your foot is causing you to sin, cut it off and throw it away from you; it is better for you to enter life maimed or without a foot, than to have two hands or two feet and be thrown into the eternal fire.
Matthew 25:41—“Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, you accursed people, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels”
2 Thessalonians 1:9—These people will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power.
Jude 6-7—And angels who did not keep their own domain but abandoned their proper dwelling place, these He has kept in eternal restraints under darkness for the judgment of the great day, 7 just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them, since they in the same way as these angels indulged in sexual perversion and went after strange flesh, are exhibited as an example in undergoing the punishment of eternal fire.
B. Constricted

Jeremiah 21:8—You shall also say to this people, ‘This is what the LORD says: “Behold, I am setting before you the way of life and the way of death.”’ 
Psalms 17:15—As for me, I shall behold Your face in righteousness; I shall be satisfied with Your likeness when I awake.
John 14:2-3—In My Father’s house are many rooms; if that were not so, I would have told you, because I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I am coming again and will take you to Myself, so that where I am, there you also will be.
IV. Two Crowds—many and few
Matthew 7:13-14—“Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it. 14 For the gate is narrow and the way is constricted that leads to life, and there are few who find it.”
A. Many
Luke 13:24-27—“Strive to enter through the narrow door; for many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able. 25 Once the head of the house gets up and shuts the door, and you begin standing outside and knocking on the door, saying, ‘Lord, open up to us!’ and He then will answer and say to you, ‘I do not know where you are from.’ 26 Then you will begin saying, ‘We ate and drank in Your presence, and You taught in our streets!’ 27 And yet He will say, ‘I do not know where you are from; LEAVE ME, ALL YOU EVILDOERS.’” 
Matthew 7:22-23—Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; LEAVE ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.’
B. Few
Luke 12:32—Do not be afraid, little flock, because your Father has chosen to give you the kingdom.
Matthew 22:14—For many are called, but few are chosen.
2 Peter 3:9—The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not willing for any to perish, but for all to come to repentance.
John 6:37, 40—Everything that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I certainly will not cast out. 40 For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.”
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