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Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer, Pt 2
John 17:1-5

Context
In the gospel accounts, we have many teachable moments from the Lord.  There are many sermons, parables and conversations, but we only have this one in depth prayer.  In it, we have a model and example of what His ongoing intercessory work that regularly occurs as our great High Priest. He is the Mediator between God and Man.  What we see in this prayer is what continually occurs with His Father on our behalf.  It is a treasure to have it recorded for us.   

4 aspects of eternal life secured
 for us through the cross 
He has authority over all flesh
John 17:2—even as You gave Him authority over all flesh, that to all whom You have given Him, He may give eternal life
Such authority is granted from the Father
It is made possible by His atonement
Although nailed to a cross by wicked men
He was the ultimate authority in His death
John 10:18—No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from My Father.”
Jesus as the source of eternal life is a central theme of John’s gospel
3:15-16, 36—so that whoever believes will in Him have eternal life. 16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life…He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.” 
4:14—but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life.”
5:21—For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son also gives life to whom He wishes. 
20:31—but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.
Et.al.
His authority is what clashed with the Jewish Leaders and what ultimately motivated the plot to kill Him
Jesus knew the authority that would be His after His ascension
Ephesians 1:20-22—which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, 
Jesus is the only one who is given such authority to grant eternal life
It makes the gospel message exclusive
It gives all authority, honor and dominion to Him
John 14:6—Jesus *said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.
He defines eternal life
John 16:3—This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.
This is Eternal Life…
Know—more than an intellectual knowledge, but a deep intimate love relationship
v25—O righteous Father, although the world has not known You, yet I have known You; and these have known that You sent Me;
The only true God
Jeremiah 10:10—But the LORD is the true God; He is the living God and the everlasting King. At His wrath the earth quakes, And the nations cannot endure His indignation.
1 Thessalonians 1:9—For they themselves report about us what kind of a reception we had with you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, 
Only made possible through the Son
Acts 4:12—And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved.
Eternal life is a quality of life and not just a quantity of life
God is outside of time—He has no beginning or end
It is to know Him fully and enjoy intimate fellowship with Him
There will be an eternal end for both the righteous (heaven) and the unrighteous (hell)
For the believer, EL is a present reality.  
John 5:24—Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.
1 John 5:13—These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life.
There will be a time where we will see Him perfectly
Ephesians 2:6-7— and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 
1 Corinthians 13:12—For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I will know fully just as I also have been fully known. 
1 John 3:2—Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.
He accomplished the Father’s work on earth
John 16:4—I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You have given Me to do. 
God’s sovereign plan and perfect justice required the Son saving those whom the Father had given Him
Luke 19:10—For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.
John 6:37-39—All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out. 38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. 39 This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day. 
This is an anticipatory statement on what the Father would accomplish without doubt
Confidence in God’s eternal plan
Modeled for the disciples
Application: we trust God’s sovereign working and take comfort knowing He is fully and perfectly in control—always! 
His work was sinless
John 8:46—Which one of you convicts Me of sin? If I speak truth, why do you not believe Me? 
2 Corinthians 5:21—He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
Hebrews 4:15—For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. 
1 Peter 1:18-19—knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. 
I Peter 2:22—WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH; 
The Father was well pleased with His Son
Matthew 3:17—and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.
Matthew 17:5—While he was still speaking, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and behold, a voice out of the cloud said, “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; listen to Him!” 
Though Jesus was sinless, the Father treated Him as if He had committed the sins of everyone who would believes in Him
Believers, though unrighteous, are now treated as if they had lived Christs perfect life
2 Corinthians 5:21—He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
Christ’s sacrifice demonstrates His complete obedience to the Father
It also demonstrates His ultimate expression of love for His own
John 15:13—Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends. 
He will be glorified as before

John 17:5—Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.
He accomplished all that the Father had predetermined for Him to do
He would return to His father in his pre-incarnation place
In Glory
At the Father’s right hand
Mark 16:19—So then, when the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God.
Ephesians 1:20— which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 
John 1:1-4a—In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being. 4 In Him was life,
Philippians 2:9-11—For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
The glory was rightfully His
His divine title (Second member of the Trinity)
His perfect submission to the Father’s plan
His atonement would afford eternal life to all who would believe
This would bring great joy to heaven
Luke 15:7, 10— I tell you that in the same way, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance… In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”
Despite the shame
Hebrews 12:2—fixing our eyes on Jesus, the [b]author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
Horrified by being forsaken by the Father 
Matthew 27:46—About the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “ELI, ELI, LAMA SABACHTHANI?” that is, “MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?”

Conclusion
The truth of the cross and the horrors of the Savior’s death made eternal life possible for all who would by faith believe in Him.  Except for the cross, there would be no salvation for any person—in any age.  There would be no gospel of grace, no hope for this life nor for the next but eternal damnation because of our sin. You have an eternal God who once for all pays the price of you have a finite person for all of eternity paying for a never satisfied judgement.  

Galatians 6:14—But may it never be that I would boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through [g]which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.  
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