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Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer, Pt 3
John 17:6-10

Context
The hour has come for the Lord to be glorified.  After His concluding words to His disciples, He prays to the Father that He would be glorified, His disciples would be glorified, and all believers through all time would be glorified.  All of this will ultimately glorify the Father because of the accomplished work by Christ given to Him by the Father.

We exalt Him because of the atonement completed on the cross.  We exalt Him as well for His intercessory work He is currently doing as our great High Priest.  

Hebrews 7:25—Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.

Romans 5:8-11—But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him. 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 11 And not only this, but we also exult in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation.

It is Christ’s work of intercession that is the more glorious work.  His work on behalf of elect sinners wasn’t finished—it continues today.  The work on earth would soon be finished, but after His ascension, He took His rightful spot at the right hand of God and intercedes for us bringing us to glory.  This is the glorified Son’s present ministry.  And it is accomplished by the present ministry of the Holy Spirit in us.

1 John 2:1—My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous

Romans 8:26—In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words
We have an advocate in heaven at the right hand of the Father. We have an advocate living in us, the Holy Spirit. Both the Holy Spirit and the Son interceding on our behalf to bring us to glory.

Philippians 1:6—For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.


Christ transitions from praying for His own glory to praying for them (vv6-19).  On the one hand you have the disciples’ believing response (vv7-8) and on the other, God’s sovereign election (vv9-10).  

The doctrines of divine sovereignty (God electing sinners for salvation in eternity past, Eph 1:4, Cf. Col 3:12; Titus 1:1; 2 Jn 1) coupled with human responsibility (sinners are fully accountable for how they respond to the gospel, Is 55:1; Matt 11:28-30; Jn 5:40; 7:37-39; Rev 22:17) are twin truths that are clearly taught in the Scriptures.  This passage is just another teaching from the lips of our Lord of those truths.  Jesus is praying for His disciples.  After praying for Himself in vv1-5, He prays for “men whom you have Me out of the world” (v6). 

Without a doubt, there is an element of mystery (from the human perspective) in how those two truths work together in the mind of God. But we cannot alter what God has decreed in some way to reconcile from our finite perspective. 

Deuteronomy 29:29—The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our sons forever, that we may observe all the words of this law.

1 Corinthians 4:6—Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively applied to myself and Apollos for your sakes, so that in us you may learn not to exceed what is written, so that no one of you will become arrogant in behalf of one against the other. 
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The transition and prayer for His disciples
The transition from Christ’s glory to His prayer for His own 
John 17:6—I have manifested Your name to the men whom You gave Me out of the world; they were Yours and You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word. 
Christ manifested God’s name
v4—I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You have given Me to do.
His work was to [reveal/make known/to show] God
Christ is the fullness of the Godhead
Hebrews 1:3—And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high
John 1:14—And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
John 1:18—No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.
His name—meaning identity, character, nature, attributes, works
Christ put God on display
Psalm 9:10—And those who know Your name will put their trust in You, For You, O LORD, have not forsaken those who seek You.
Psalm 20:7—Some boast in chariots and some in horses,
But we will boast in the name of the LORD, our God.
Matthew 11:25—At that time Jesus said, “I praise You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and intelligent and have revealed them to infants. 26 Yes, Father, for this way was well-pleasing in Your sight. 27 All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father; nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.
Summary: The ultimate manifestation of the name of God was Jesus (God incarnate)
John 12:45—He who sees Me sees the One who sent Me. 
John 14:9—Jesus *said to him, “Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?
The disciples where given to the Son from the Father
v6—…Men whom You gave Me out of the world; they were Yours and You gave them to Me… (Cf.,2,9,24)
They are given out of the world
The evil, godless, satanically ruled system 
All who oppose God and His kingdom 
All believers are called out of the world
Colossians 1:13—For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son
The world will hate you like it hated Me
John 15:18-19—If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you. 19 If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you. 
Believers are called to overcome it (1 Jn 5:4-5) by keeping themselves unstained by it 
James 1:27—Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.
James 4:4—You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 
Even before they were converted to Christ, they were God’s
John 6:37—All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out. 
Acts 13:48—When the Gentiles heard this, they began and glorifying the word of the Lord; and as many as had been appointed to eternal life believed. 
Determined in eternity past
Ephesians 1:4—just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love
Names were written in the book of Life
Philippians 4:3—Indeed, true companion, I ask you also to help these women who have shared my struggle in the cause of the gospel, together with Clement also and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.
Revelation 13:8—All who dwell on the earth will worship him, everyone whose name has not been written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who has been slain.
(Cf. Rev 17:8; 20:12, 15; 21:27; 22:19; et al).
Summary: The Father loves the Son; the Father gives redeemed ones as a gift of His love; the disciples (and all believers) are infinitely precious to Father/Son (not because of the intrinsic worth of believers, but because of the promise and the One giving the promise)
The precious nature of the gift would be clearly seen in Jesus’ willingness to give His very life to receive it. 
The disciples have kept the Father’s word
Obedience always follows genuine salvation
Philippians 2:12-13—So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.
Ephesians 2:8-10—For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.
Faith and obedience are often used as synonyms
(John 3:36; Acts 6:7; Rom 1:5; 16:26; 1 Pet 1:2)
This indicates that their faith was real
Jesus is praying that the Father would keep those who kept His word (and at the same time, the one’s whom the Father has given Him)
The human side of salvation
John 17:7-8—Now they have come to know that everything You have given Me is from You; 8 for the words which You gave Me I have given to them; and they received them and truly understood that I came forth from You, and they believed that You sent Me. 
A. Now they were beginning to truly understand
1. It wouldn’t be until after the resurrection and the day of Pentecost that they would have a greater understanding
2. Remember this is pre-cross
B. They did believe who Jesus claimed to be—the One from the Father as well as the One who spoke the words of Eternal Life
Matthew 16:16—Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
1. Jesus had given them the words from the Father; they received them, and they acted on them
2. They believed in His divine origin (that He had come forth from the Father)
3. They believed in His divine mission
a. He is the Son of God (Jn 1:1)
b. Equal in essence and eternally coexistent with the Father (1:1-2)
c. Creator of all things (1:3)
d. Source of Eternal Life and spiritual light (1:4)
How does one tell who are the elect of God?  How do we judge who are Christians and who are not? …there is only one answer, the answer given by the Lord Jesus Christ [speaking] of those who were truly His disciples [in John 17:6-8].  According to these verses, the only way to tell whether one is a Christian or not is to see whether he or she believes and continues in the words of the Lord Jesus Christ.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  James Montgomery Boice, The Gospel of John, 1276.
] 

The Divine side of salvation
John 16:9-10—I ask on their behalf; I do not asks on behalf of the world, but of those whom You have given Me; for they are Yours; 10 and all things that are Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine; and I have been glorified in them. 
The ask is for his own who remained in the world after He left (vv11-12)
He was not asking for the world
“Common Grace”—a love that God has for all the people in the world
Mark 10:21—Looking at him, Jesus felt a love for him and said to him, “One thing you lack: go and sell all you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.”
He pleads with sinners to repent
Ezekiel 18:23—For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone who dies,” declares the Lord GOD. “Therefore, repent and live.”
 He extends Gospel invitations
Isaiah 55:1—“Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; And you who  have no money come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk Without money and without cost.
The sun rises on the evil and the good
Matthew 5:45—so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 
His intercessory work (as High Priest) is only for those who belong to Him because they’re given by the Father
His prayer here is for His own and for those whom He was about to provide atonement—that they would be cared for during the immediate events of the cross
Those whom You have given Me …v9
Underscores that the eleven are His
Additionally, all believers are His
Galatians 3:26—For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.
Who is giving what to Whom?
The Father’s gift of redeemed people to His Son 
They were determined to be a gift from before the foundation of the world
God will bring to glory all those whom He predestined in eternity past
Romans 8:39-30—For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; 30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.
All those whom God has chosen will respond in faith to the gospel
They will also persevere in the truth to the end 
Matthew 24:13—But the one who endures to the end, he will be saved. 
I Corinthians 15:1-2—Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received, in which also you stand, 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain.
These men receive, believed, and persevered in the truth and so proved that they were among the elect.  
All things that are…Yours are Mine, v10
A clear claim to His deity
Emphasizing His intimacy with the Father
The Father and the Son have all things in common
Believers belong to Christ
Those who belong to the Father belong to the Son (& vice versa)
Jesus was glorified in their belief, v10
The gift of faith given to these men enabled them to recognize and confess Him as Savior and Lord.  
After Jesus’ ascension, He would continue to be glorified through the testimony and witness of the disciples
Jesus’ request in prayer here was in perfect harmony with the Father’s purpose of giving a love gift to His 
Son of a redeemed humanity who would glorify Him forever

Man's chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy Him forever.

1 Corinthians 10:31—Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 

Conclusion
In the face of His departure, Jesus asks the Father to protect and keep those whom He had been given.  He knew with complete certainty that the Father would grant the request.  The placement of His confidence was not on the disciples, but on the love and power that His Father possessed (cf. Jn 10:28-29).  He knew that what the Father had promised in eternity past would be accomplished.  Faithful is our God who keeps His covenant.  He is more than capable on getting His own across the finish line and into glory!  Praise His glorious name!

1 Peter 1:3-9—Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, 7 so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 8 and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9 obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls.
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