[image: Bridgewater Community Church-logo.jpg]Pastor Mark Pitman
December 4, 2016

[image: just Faith]
God’s Plan in Suffering
Stewarding Worries?
1 Peter 5:6-8
Psalm 30:5 …Weeping may last for the night, but a shout of joy comes in the morning. 
Hebrews 10:24-25 - and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near. 
1 Peter 3:15 - but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; 
3 STEPS TO DEAL WITH WORRY
I. Humble Yourself
1 Peter 5:6 - Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God…
A. Humility in context
B. Humility transitioned 
1 Peter 5:5 - …clothe yourselves with humility toward one another…
1 Peter 5:6 - Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God…
1 Peter 4:19 - Therefore, those also who suffer according to the will of God shall entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is right. 
C. Humility under protection
1 Peter 5:6 - Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time, 
(KJV) Proverbs 13:15 - the way of the transgressor is hard. 
John 10:27-29 - My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand. My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 
Psalm 17:7 - Wondrously show Your lovingkindness, O Savior of those who take refuge at Your right hand from those who rise up against them. 
Psalm 16:11 - You will make known to me the path of life; in Your presence is fullness of joy; in Your right hand there are pleasures forever. 
D. Humility exalted
1 Peter 5:6 - Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time, 
II. Cast Your Anxiety on Him	
A. Connecting between v. 6 and v. 7
1 Peter 5:6-7 -  Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time, 7 casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you. 
Acts 12:1–7 - Now about that time Herod the king laid hands on some who belonged to the church in order to mistreat them.  And he had James the brother of John put to death with a sword.  When he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. Now it was during the days of Unleavened Bread.  When he had seized him, he put him in prison, delivering him to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending after the Passover to bring him out before the people.  So Peter was kept in the prison, but prayer for him was being made fervently by the church to God.  On the very night when Herod was about to bring him forward, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and guards in front of the door were watching over the prison.  And behold, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared and a light shone in the cell; and he struck Peter’s side and woke him up, saying, “Get up quickly.” And his chains fell off his hands. 
B. He cares for you
1 Peter 5:7 - casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you. 
Philippians 4:6-7 - Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
III. Our Adversary Prowls 
A. Seeking someone to devour

1 Peter 5:8b - …Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour
B. Be sober and on alert
1 Peter 5:8a - Be of sober spirit, be on the alert…
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