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God’s Precious Gifts: Peace 
John 14:27
Context
The Bible says a lot about peace—used some 250 times in the OT alone and repeatedly in the NT.  Biblical peace is quite different from what the world can offer.  Interesting, when Jesus is talking in John 14, it is Thursday of passion week and is on the cusp of the most distressing moment of His life.  Yet fully knowing what will transpire, He gives His disciples some of the most assuring words in all of scripture.  They are words they needed to hear; they are words we need to hear. 
John 14:27—Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.

Job 5:7—For man is born for trouble, as sparks fly upward.

4 questions about biblical peace 
I. What kind of peace are we talking about? 

John 14:27a-b—Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you.

A. Objective—this peace is given as a gift 

John 14:27a—Peace I leave with you… 

Romans 5:1—Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

Every Christian has peace with God.

Romans 5:10-11—For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 11 And not only this, but we also exult in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation.
[bookmark: _GoBack]2 Corinthians 5:18-21—Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
Forever God is on our side.
B. Subjective—the subjective reality is based on believing the objective truth.  This is the internal peace that is ours because we now have peace with God.  

II. From where does this peace come?
John 14:27a-b—Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you.

The peace possessed by Christ came from perfect trust in the Father. Peace is always connected to trust.

Hebrews 12:2—fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

III. Does it exceed what the world offers?

John 14:27—Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.
Isaiah 48:22—“There is no peace for the wicked,” says the LORD.
Jeremiah 6:14—“They have healed the brokenness of My people superficially, Saying, ‘Peace, peace,’ But there is no peace.”
1 Thessalonians 5:3—While they are saying, “Peace and safety!” then destruction will come upon them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child, and they will not escape. 
IV. What does it require of me?  

John 14:27—Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.
Am I rightly appropriating the resources of God?
Psalm 34:14—Depart from evil and do good; Seek peace and pursue it.
1 Peter 3:11—HE MUST TURN AWAY FROM EVIL AND DO GOOD; HE MUST SEEK PEACE AND PURSUE IT.
Colossians 3:15—Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.
2 Peter 3:14—Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless


James 3:17-18— But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy. 18 And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.

Hebrews 12:11—All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.
Matthew 6:25-34— For this reason I say to you, do not be worried about your life, as to what you will eat or what you will drink; nor for your body, as to what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth much more than they? 27 And who of you by being worried can add a single hour to his life? 28 And why are you worried about clothing? Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil nor do they spin, 29 yet I say to you that not even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one of these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not much more clothe you? You of little faith! 31 Do not worry then, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear for clothing?’ 32 For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.  33 But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 34 “So do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.
Philippians 4:6-7—Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Isaiah 26:3—The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect peace, because he trusts in You.
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