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Bowing Down Wisely[footnoteRef:1] [1: Steve Viars. Faith Baptist Church] 


1. Bowing down in the Bible is often connected to worship.

- Psalm 95:6 - Come, let us worship and bow down, Let us kneel before the LORD our Maker. 

- Genesis 24:48– And I bowed low and worshiped the LORD...

- Exodus 34:8 –Moses made haste to bow low toward the earth and worship. 

2. Sometimes people bow down to the wrong thing.

- Jeremiah 13:8-11 - Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying, “Thus says the LORD, ‘Just so will I destroy the pride of Judah and the great pride of Jerusalem. ‘This wicked people, who refuse to listen to My words, who walk in the stubbornness of their hearts and have gone after other gods to serve them and to bow down to them, let them be just like this waistband which is totally worthless. ‘For as the waistband clings to the waist of a man, so I made the whole household of Israel and the whole household of Judah cling to Me,’ declares the LORD, ‘that they might be for Me a people, for renown, for praise and for glory; but they did not listen.’

3. Jesus’ birth was characterized by wise people bowing down.

- Matthew 2:2 – We saw His star in the east and have come to worship Him.

4. Jesus’ life was characterized by needy people bowing down.

– Matthew 8:2 - And a leper came to Him and bowed down before Him, and said, “Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.” 

- Matthew 9:18 - ...a synagogue official came and bowed down before Him, and said, “My daughter has just died...”

- Matthew 15:25 - But she came and began to bow down before Him, saying, “Lord, help me!” 

[bookmark: _GoBack]- Matthew 15:28 - ...“O woman, your faith is great; it shall be done for you as you wish.”

5. Jesus’ death was characterized by various people bowing down.

a. The mockers

- Mark 15:19-20 - They kept beating His head with a reed, and spitting on Him, and kneeling and bowing before Him. After they had mocked Him, they took the purple robe off Him and put His own garments on Him. And they led Him out to crucify Him. 

b. Jesus Himself

- John 19:30 - Therefore when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” And He bowed His head...

6. Jesus’ people are known today for bowing down.

- Ephesians 3:14 – For this reason I bow my knees to the Father... 

- Psalm 95:6 - Come, let us worship and bow down, Let us kneel before the LORD our Maker. 
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