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Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer, Pt 4
John 17:11-19
Context
Because of the finished work of Christ on behalf of those that are His own, believers have been granted access to the throne of God.  

Hebrews 4:16—Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

In addition to personal prayers to God, we have the blessing of having others pray for us.  We get the privilege of lifting others before the throne of grace asking God to intervene on their behalf.  

Thirdly, we have the Holy Spirit who intercedes for us.  

Romans 8:26—In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; 

And lastly, we also have the Lord Jesus Himself praying for us.  

Colossians 3:1—Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.

Hebrews 7:25—Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.

The prayer in John 17 marks the transition from His earthy ministry to His heavenly ministry.  After He completes the redemptive work on the cross, rises from the dead, and ascends into heaven, His work know continues as He “intercedes for us” (Romans 8:34).  The prayer is in three sections
· vv1-5—Jesus prayed for His glory
· vv 6-19—Jesus prays for His disciples whom He was about to leave
· v 20-26—Jesus prays for all believers

Jesus prays for His own 
He prays for spiritual protection 
John 17:11a—I am no longer in the world; and yet they themselves are in the world, and I come to You... 
Jesus would conclude His earthly ministry in the forthcoming hours
His hour had come
He was going away, but they would remain
They wished to go with Him (Jn 14:1-6)
God’s plan requires His death
God’s plan requires the disciples to be His agents
They would be commissioned to take the gospel to the world
Matthew 28:18-20—And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
John 17:18—As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. 
Acts 1:7-8—He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority; 8 but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.”
The church would be built on the lives and testimony of these men—Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone
The prayer that Jesus prays here for them is vital 
It carried significant weight
It is what God used to activate His will
The world would be hostile toward the disciples
The hateful rejection of Christ would be transferred to them; His departure would move the hostility toward genuine believers
Satan hates anything associated with God—His Word, His children, His church, the message of the gospel, the Way, the Truth, the Light, faith in God, believe, and trust in the Living God
He asks that the Father would keep them
John 17:11b-16—…Holy Father, keep them in Your name, the name which You have given Me, that they may be one even as We are. 12 While I was with them, I was keeping them in Your name which You have given Me; and I guarded them and not one of them perished but the son of perdition, so that the Scripture would be fulfilled. 13 But now I come to You; and these things I speak in the world so that they may have My joy made full in themselves. 14 I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 15 I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 
Spiritual protection from the world
Keep them (again in v15)
…in God’s name—representing all that He is (esp. His Holiness)
The name which the Father has given the Son
Identifying again His union and oneness with the Father
His perfect Holiness
John 1:18—No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.
The protection from the Father was essential
Secured their glorification
1 Peter 1:5—who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 
It secures their union with one another , 
v11b— …that they may be one even as We are. 
The unity here is not on visible unity within the church
It is constant unity that is invisible
The union we share is our connection to Christ—sharing in common eternal life
That Union occurs because of the indwelling Holy Spirit
Ephesians 4:3—being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
Romans 8:9—However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him
Jesus had kept (guarded) them during His earthly ministry
He was guarding them
He was watching over them—complete deliverance from all perils, and lasting security
The protection of God’s people is a Trinitarian work—The Father is working; the Son is working; the Holy Spirit is working
Ephesians 1:13-14—In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory.
 The loss of Judas (the son of perdition) wasn’t due to Jesus failing to keep him;
he was never His to begin with—i.e. false disciple
Done so the Scripture would be fulfilled
While at the same time making Judas fully culpable for his actions
v13, for the third time, He spoke of the joy that was His legacy to His followers
Why? Because of the Father’s protection and Christ’s intercession 
That brings incredible joy to those to whom it applies 
It was My joy (personal possessive pronoun)–rooted and grounded in Him—that He gives to His own
v14, He has given them God’s word
The world rejected it (5:38)
The disciples believed it
As such, the world hated them, just as it hated Jesus.  
They were not of the world, just as Jesus was not of the world (8:23)
They were born from above; regenerated; and given new life
v15, He was not asking the Father to remove them from the world.  
They were to be His witnesses
They would testify to its evil deeds
They would call them to repentance
They were to triumph over it (cf. 16:33)
They are to reach a lost world with the truth of the gospel
They are to be ambassadors
They are to be salt and light
Their primary reason for remaining on the earth—something they could not do in heaven
Jesus prays that the Father would keep them from the evil one
Satan would like nothing better than to destroy saving faith
He tried to do so with Job—yet genuine faith that God gives cannot be destroyed
It is by divine power an enduring faith
v16, they are not of the world as He is not of the world
It not simply a restatement of v14, but a reiteration of a deep truth 
There is solidarity with the Father and Son, believers share in that union and connection 
[bookmark: _GoBack]He asks that they be sanctified in the truth
John 16:17-19—Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. 18 As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. 19 For their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they themselves also may be sanctified in truth.
Not only safeguarded from the external (world)
Kept on “being conformed” into Christlikeness
They already were already cleansed
John 15:3—You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 
They needed to cleansed from the 
John 13:10—Jesus *said to him, “He who has bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean; and you are clean, but not all of you.” 
Hebrews 12:1-2—Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
1 John 2:1-2—My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2 and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world.
Sanctify them in the truth
The means of sanctifying them is the Word of God
Jesus repeatedly referenced the written Word of God (AKA the OT)
He affirmed its inerrancy
Matthew 5:18—For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 
John 10:35—if he called them gods, to whom the word of God came (and the Scripture cannot be broken)
He identified it as historically accurate
Reference to Moses, Abel, Lot, Lot’s wife, etc. 
It is perfectly fulfilled in Him 
Matthew 5:17—Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill. 
Luke 24:27—Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.
John 5:39—You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify about Me; 
Rejecting Him was rejecting the Scriptures
John 5:46-47—For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me, for he wrote about Me. 47 But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My words?”
Through these men, the rest of the Scriptures would come
John 14:26—But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you. 
John 15:26-27—“When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me, 27 and you will testify also, because you have been with Me from the beginning.
All the scripture: Genesis through Revelation is truth
Psalm 19:7—The law of  the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul; The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.
Psalm 119:160—The sum of Your word is truth, And every one of Your righteous ordinances is everlasting.
All is necessary for the believer’s sanctification
Ephesians 5:26—so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word
2 Timothy 3:16-17—All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.

· We long for the purse milk of the word (1 Peter 2:2)
· We treasure it in our hearts (Ps 119:11)
· It is the word of grace able to build us up
Acts 20:32—And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.
Sanctified believers are sent then into the world
Matthew 28:18-20—And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
Christ will sanctify Himself (fully obey the Father’s will by dying) for the disciples’ sake that they themselves also would sanctified in truth.
Hebrews 10:10—By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

Conclusion
Having been justified through faith in Him, the disciples would be daily conformed more and more into His perfect image.  That is absolutely true for His followers today as well.  

Romans 8:29—And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.

Philippians 2:12-13—So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.

3:21—who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.

He prays for them as He prays for us.  And God in His mercy, pours out His love, grace and power on those who are His own.
8

image1.jpeg
¢bridgewcfer
community church

bridgewatercc.org




