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Peace Beyond Understanding
1 Peter 5:9-14
3 ways to have peace
I. Ask God
A. Be of sober spirit, v. 8
sober – nepho (Greek)—it refers to self-control in relation to intoxication (not literally, but metaphorically) .   Ordering and balancing life’s important issues, which requires the discipline of mind and body that avoids the intoxicating allurements of the world (cf. 2:11; Luke 21:34; Rom. 12:1-2; 13:14; Phil. 4:8; Col. 3:2; 1 Thes. 5:6-8; Titus 2:12; James 1:27; 4:4; 1 John 2:15-16).
B. Be on the alert, v. 8
C. Be mindful of our adversary, v. 8
1 Peter 5:8 - Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 
II. Ask and seek God for strength and resilience 
1 Peter 5:9 - But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world. 
A. Resisting the devil
James 4:7 - Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 
James 3:13-18 - Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom. But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie against the truth. This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly, natural, demonic. For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing. But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy. And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace. 
B. Firm in your faith, v 9
firm –– stereos (Greek)—means "solid, balanced at both ends"
Romans 10:17 - So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ. 
C. The same experience of suffering are being shared
1 Peter 5:9 - But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world. 
III.  Trusting the God of Hope
1 Peter 5:10 - After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you. 
A. Suffering is temporary
B. Glorification is eternal 
1 Peter 5:10 - …the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you. 
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