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The Gospel of John:
Children of Your Father 
John 8:37-47
Context
Everybody has a family.  Many people like to know their family history and national origin.  This gives some sense of identity as well as connection to others.  In the end, we’re really only in one of two families: God’s family or the devil’s family.  Jesus makes that very clear. 

The Jews thought that their identification with Father Abraham entitled them to a free pass into heaven. That is absolutely a false sense of security for eternal life.  Although they were descendants of Abraham, they were not spiritual children of Abraham, nor (more importantly) spiritual children of God.  Abraham received by faith the message from God; they refuse to believe the message from God.  They flatly and adamantly deny what Abraham willingly accepted.  Jesus increases the severity of the consequences of their refusal to a fever pitch but to no avail.  We can (and should) learn from their mistake and His example of refusing to capitulate or soft pedal the truth.  He spoke truth in love.  
John 8:37-47—I know that you are Abraham’s descendants; yet you seek to kill Me, because My word has no place in you. 38 I speak the things which I have seen with My Father; therefore you also do the things which you heard from your father.” 39 They answered and said to Him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, “If you are Abraham’s children, do the deeds of Abraham. 40 But as it is, you are seeking to kill Me, a man who has told you the truth, which I heard from God; this Abraham did not do. 41 You are doing the deeds of your father.” They said to Him, “We were not born of fornication; we have one Father: God.” 42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love Me, for I proceeded forth and have come from God, for I have not even come on My own initiative, but He sent Me. 43 Why do you not understand what I am saying? It is because you cannot hear My word. 44 You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 But because I speak the truth, you do not believe Me. 46 Which one of you convicts Me of sin? If I speak truth, why do you not believe Me? 47 He who is of God hears the words of God; for this reason you do not hear them, because you are not of God.”
3 claims the Jews thought gave them acceptance 
I. They thought they were Abraham’s descendants physically, vv37-38
A. They were in fact from the loins of Abraham physically

Luke 13:16— And this woman, a daughter of Abraham as she is, whom Satan has bound for eighteen long years, should she not have been released from this bond on the Sabbath day?” 

Luke 19:9—And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he, too, is a son of Abraham. 

Romans 11:1—I say then, God has not rejected His people, has He? May it never be! For I too am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 

Romans 2:17-18, 23-29— But if you bear the name “Jew” and rely upon the Law and boast in God, 18 and know His will and approve the things that are essential, being instructed out of the Law…You who boast in the Law, through your breaking the Law, do you dishonor God? 24 For “THE NAME OF GOD IS BLASPHEMED AMONG THE GENTILES BECAUSE OF YOU,” just as it is written. 25 For indeed circumcision is of value if you practice the Law; but if you are a transgressor of the Law, your circumcision has become uncircumcision. 26 So if the uncircumcised man keeps the requirements of the Law, will not his uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision? 27 And he who is physically uncircumcised, if he keeps the Law, will he not judge you who though having the letter of the Law and circumcision are a transgressor of the Law? 28 For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh. 29 But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from men, but from God.

B. Circumcision is of the heart

Deuteronomy 10:16—So circumcise your heart, and stiffen your neck no longer.

Jeremiah 4:4— “Circumcise yourselves to the LORD And remove the foreskins of your heart, Men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem, Or else My wrath will go forth like fire And burn with none to quench it, Because of the evil of your deeds.”

Colossians 2:11—…and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ

C. Not all Israel is Israel

Romans 9:6—But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For they are not all Israel who are descended from Israel

Romans 11:5—In the same way then, there has also come to be at the present time a remnant according to God’s gracious choice.

Isaiah 10:22—For though your people, O Israel, may be like the sand of the sea, Only a remnant within them will return; A destruction is determined, overflowing with righteousness.

Galatians 3:6-7, 9—Even so Abraham BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS. 7 Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith who are sons of Abraham… So then those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham, the believer.

D. His word has no place in them

has no place—to advance; to make progress; to go forward[footnoteRef:1]

John 8:31—So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, “If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine
 [1:  The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, John 1-11, John MacArthur, p. 368] 

John 8:43—Why do you not understand what I am saying? It is because you cannot hear My word.

Matthew 13:4, 19—…and as he sowed, some seeds fell beside the road, and the birds came and ate them up…When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is the one on whom seed was sown beside the road. 

1 Thessalonians 2:13—For this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God, which also performs its work in you who believe.

E. He spoke to them about heavenly realities
John 8:26—I have many things to speak and to judge concerning you, but He who sent Me is true; and the things which I heard from Him, these I speak to the world.” 

John 3:11—Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know and testify of what we have seen, and you do not accept our testimony. 

John 8:19b—…“You know neither Me nor My Father; if you knew Me, you would know My Father also.” 

II. They thought they were Abraham’s descendants spiritually, vv39-41a
A. They were wrong in their assertion 

B. They thought they were following Abraham’s pattern of faith in God

Genesis 15:6—Then he believed in the LORD; and He reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

Romans 4:2, 10-16—For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God… How then was it credited? While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised; 11 and he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had while uncircumcised, so that he might be the father of all who believe without being circumcised, that righteousness might be credited to them, 12 and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also follow in the steps of the faith of our father Abraham which he had while uncircumcised. 13 For the promise to Abraham or to his descendants that he would be heir of the world was not through the Law, but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if those who are of the Law are heirs, faith is made void and the promise is nullified; 15 for the Law brings about wrath, but where there is no law, there also is no violation. 16 For this reason it is by faith, in order that it may be in accordance with grace, so that the promise will be guaranteed to all the descendants, not only to those who are of the Law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all. 7

Galatians 3:6-14— Even so Abraham BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS. 7 Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith who are sons of Abraham. 8 The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “ALL THE NATIONS WILL BE BLESSED IN YOU.” 9 So then those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham, the believer. 10 For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written, “CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO DOES NOT ABIDE BY ALL THINGS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE LAW, TO PERFORM THEM.” 11 Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident; for, “THE RIGHTEOUS MAN SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.” 12 However, the Law is not of faith; on the contrary, “HE WHO PRACTICES THEM SHALL LIVE BY THEM.”13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us—for it is written, “CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE”— 14 in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we would receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

C. Salvation is based on Christ alone—not ritualistic effort or heritage or affiliation

John 14:6— Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.

Acts 4:12—And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved.”

1Timothy 2:5—For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus

D. Abraham did not try to kill the messenger

Abraham was not a murderer; they were. Abraham obeyed and loved the truth; they reject it. Abraham welcomed God; they refused Him (Cf. Genesis 18).

III. They thought they were God’s children, vv41b-47
A. Mockingly they say, we were not born of fornication 

B. They thought they had one Father: God

1. They were not polytheistic 
2. They were not idolatrous
3. Therefore, they must be children of God

C. If that were true, they would love Him; by rejecting Christ, they rejected God

John 5:23—so that all will honor the Son even as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.

John 15:23—He who hates Me hates My Father also. 

D. They could not understand; they could not hear; proving they were not of God

E. Jesus’ shocking claim that they were of their father the devil 

Matthew 13:38—…and the field is the world; and as for the good seed, these are the sons of the kingdom; and the tares are the sons of the evil one

Acts 13:10—…and said, “You who are full of all deceit and fraud, you son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, will you not cease to make crooked the straight ways of the Lord?

1 John 3:12— not as Cain, who was of the evil one and slew his brother. And for what reason did he slay him? Because his deeds were evil, and his brother’s were righteous.

F. Like father, like son

1. Liar 

Genesis 2:17—…but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die.”

2. Murderer

Romans 5:12—Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned

G. But I speak the truth and who convicts Me?

H. He who is of God can genuinely hear the words of God

I. In conclusion: unless they repented, they too would suffer the fate of their father (the devil)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Conclusion: The intensity of their rejection precipitates a direct response of hard truths they must hear.  These truths transcend time and are as relevant for people today as they were then.  What lessons can we learn from the mercy Jesus shows in speaking truth in love, especially to those who persistently reject the message?
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