[image: Bridgewater Community Church-logo.jpg]Pastor Mark Pitman
December 16. 2018
[image: just Faith]

God’s Provision for the Sinner
Matthew 1:1-16; Joshua 2:1-24
Matthew 1:1-16—The record of the genealogy [direct connection to the Genesis genealogies] of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David (God promised him a son that would reign forever), the son of Abraham (God promised that Abraham’s seed would bless the world): 2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers. 3 Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez was the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram. 4 Ram was the father of Amminadab, Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon. 5 Salmon was the father of Boaz by Rahab, Boaz was the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse. 6 Jesse was the father of David the king. David was the father of Solomon by Bathsheba who had been the wife of Uriah. 7…16 Jacob was the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, by whom Jesus was born, who is called the Messiah. 

Background
· Moses passed the baton of leadership to Joshua before he died (Deut 34).
· Israel was at the end of its 40-year wilderness-wandering period (ca 1405 BC).
· Joshua and Caleb were the only two to enter the promise land following the judgment of God from Israel’s disobedience.  
· Joshua was nearly 90 years old; he died at 110 years old.
· The Israelites awaited God’s direction to conquer the Land that He had promised to Abraham and his descendants.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]In taking the land, God was also passing judgement on the sinful inhabitants (Gen15:16).  The inhabitants had continued on a moral decline in the worship of many gods up to this time. 
Numbers 13:30—We should by all means go up and take possession of it, for we will surely overcome it.
Numbers 13:31-33—But the men who had gone up with him said, “We are not able to go up against the people, for they are too strong for us.”  So they gave out to the sons of Israel a bad report of the land which they had spied out, saying, “The land through which we have gone, in spying it out, is a land that devours its inhabitants; and all the people whom we saw in it are men of great size. There also we saw the Nephilim (the sons of Anak are part of the Nephilim); and we became like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight.”
Numbers 14:1-4—Then all the congregation lifted up their voices and cried, and the people wept that night. All the sons of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron; and the whole congregation said to them, “Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in this wilderness! Why is the Lord bringing us into this land, to fall by the sword? Our wives and our little ones will become plunder; would it not be better for us to return to Egypt?”  So they said to one another, “Let us appoint a leader and return to Egypt.”
3 lessons from Rahab’s story 
God has a plan (Rahab)

God’s plan of redemption reaches to all 
Matthew 21:31—Jesus said to them, “Truly I say to you that the tax collectors and prostitutes will get into the kingdom of God before you.”
2 Peter 3:9—The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.
John 3:16—For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.
Jn 6:37—All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out.
God’s plan is not about people getting to heaven because of their own goodness
God’s plan includes the “Rahabs” of the world
Joshua 2:11—for the Lord your God, He is God in heaven above and on earth beneath.
Hebrews 11:31—By faith Rahab the harlot did not perish along with those who were disobedient, after she had welcomed the spies in peace.
James 2:25—In the same way, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way?
D.  God’s plan for us to receive repentant “Rahabs”
God will provide (Spies)

God is pleased with those who obey

God rewards those who believe 

God will admonish those who lack faith

God will deploy others to do the work if we resist
God gives strength and courage (Joshua)

Joshua 2:24—They said to Joshua, “Surely the LORD has given all the land into our hands; moreover, all the inhabitants of the land have [a]melted away before us.”
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